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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Status of the SoCG 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in 
respect of the application for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) to 
the Planning Inspectorate (hereafter referred to as the ‘Examining 
Authority’ (‘ExA’)) under the Planning Act 2008 (‘the Application’) for the 
proposed Sizewell C Project. 

1.1.2 This updated draft (Version 2.8) of the SoCG for submission at Deadline 
10 has been prepared by NNB Generation Company (SZC) Limited 
(‘SZC Co.’) as the Applicant and The Environment Agency and was 
agreed on 12th October 2021. 

1.2 Purpose of this document 

1.2.1 The purpose of this SoCG is to set out the position of the parties on all 
relevant matters relating to the Application, including construction and 
operation of the nuclear power station and its associated development. 

1.2.2 This SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the ‘Guidance for the 
Examination of Applications for Development Consent’ published in 
March 2015 by the Department of Communities and Local Government 
(hereafter referred to as ‘DCLG Guidance’). 

1.2.3 Paragraph 58 of the DCLG Guidance states:  

‘A statement of common ground is a written statement 
prepared jointly by the applicant and another party or 
parties, setting out any matters on which they agree. As well 
as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is also 
useful if a statement identifies those areas where 
agreement has not been reached. The statement should 
include references to show where those matters are dealt 
with in the written representations or other documentary 
evidence.’ 

1.2.4 The aim of this SoCG is therefore to provide the ExA with a clear position 
of the extent and status of discussions, and areas of agreement and 
disagreement, between the parties in relation to the Application. 

1.2.5 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available 
elsewhere within the DCO application. All documents are available on 
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the Planning Inspectorate website 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/the-
sizewell-c-project/). 

1.3 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.3.1 SZC Co. has submitted an application for development consent to 
construct and operate a new nuclear power station, Sizewell C, along 
with the associated development required to enable construction and 
operation. 

1.3.2 The Environment Agency is a statutory consultee, as a prescribed 
consultee by Applicants under S.42 of the Planning Act 2008, or by the 
Planning Inspectorate as a consultation body in relation to any EIA 
scoping.  

1.3.3 The Environment Agency regulates certain activities that have the 
potential to harm the environment and people. It decides if relevant 
environmental permits and other consents and licences should be issued 
and, if so, what conditions should be applied. It monitors compliance with 
the permit / licence conditions and takes enforcement action if 
appropriate. 

1.3.4 The Environment Agency is a competent authority for the purposes of 
certain EU Directives and it also maintains an overview of risks to people 
and the environment from flooding and coastal erosion. 

1.3.5 The Environment Agency’s regulatory, licensing and advisory powers 
and duties derive (inter alia) from key Acts and Regulations, including: 

• Environment Act 1995; 

• Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2016; 

• Water Resources Act 1991; 

• Flood and Water Management Act 2010; 

• Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 and Keeping and 
Introduction of Fish Regulations 2015; 

• The Planning Act 2008 (the PA2008) and secondary legislation 
made under the PA2008; 
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• The Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England 
and Wales) Regulations 2017; and 

• The Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017. 

1.3.6 The Environment Agency’s responsibilities align to the terrestrial 
environment within England. In addition, for regulating emissions to the 
marine environment, they apply within 3 nautical miles and for 
Environmental Permitting Regulations up to 12 nautical miles of the 
coastline.  

1.3.7 Collectively SZC Co. and the Environment Agency are referred to as ‘the 
parties’. 

1.3.8 Matters of interest to the Environment Agency which are detailed in 
Section  2 of this SoCG are as follows: 

• Proposed development on the main development site. 

• Proposed development on the associated development sites, 
including: 

− the northern park and ride at Darsham 

− the southern park and ride at Wickham Market 

− the two village bypass 

− the Sizewell link road 

− the freight management facility 

− the green rail route and other rail improvements 

− and other highway improvements. 

• Land quality 

• Groundwater and surface water; including water quality 

• Terrestrial (incl. freshwater) ecology 

• Coastal geomorphology and hydrodynamics 

• Marine water quality 

• Marine ecology 
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• Flood Risk Assessments (FRA) 

• Climate change allowance 

• Flood emergency response and contingency plan 

• Water Framework Directive (WFD) Assessment 

• Eels Regulations Assessment 

• Habitats Regulations Assessment 

• Waste and Materials Management 

• Potable and non-potable Water Supply  

1.3.9 In addition, other DCO application documents of interest to the 
Environment Agency comprise: 

• Draft DCO (including the Requirements and DML) 

• Deed of Obligation 

• Code of Construction Practice 

• Mitigation Route Map 

1.4 Structure of this Statement of Common Ground  

1.4.1 Chapter 2 provides schedules which detail the matters that are agreed 
between the parties and those where disagreement remains. 

1.4.2 Appendix A provides a summary of engagement carried out. 

2. POSITION OF THE PARTIES 

2.1.1 The position of the parties in relation to all matters of interest to the 
Environment Agency are briefly described in a series of tables as follows: 

• Land Quality (Table 2.1) 

• Groundwater & Surface Water (Table 2.2) 

• Terrestrial (inc Freshwater) Ecology (Table 2.3) 
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Co, whether submitted to the ExA following this date, or is yet to 
submitted to the ExA, this has also been specified.  Key engagement 
activities that are ongoing, or are planned, to resolve areas of 
disagreement are also identified. 

 

  
















































































































