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Consultation and Publicity Statement  

SECTION 153 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008  
 

CONSULTATION AND PUBLICITY STATEMENT UNDER REGULATION 7A OF THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (CHANGES TO, AND REVOCATION OF, DEVELOPMENT 
CONSENT ORDERS) REGULATIONS 2011 (“THE 2011 REGULATIONS”) 

 
THE PROGRESS POWER (GAS FIRED POWER STATION) ORDER 2015 (SI 2015/1570) AS 
CORRECTED (S.I. 2016/736) AND AMENDED (S.I. 2016/1086 & S.I. 2020/807) (“THE ORDER”) 

 
1. Progress Power Limited (“Progress Power”) (company number 08421833) of registered office Drax 

Power Station, Drax, Selby, United Kingdom, YO8 8PH applied to the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero (the “SoS”) for consent to make a non-material change to the Order under 
Section 153 and paragraph 2 of Schedule 6 to the Planning Act 2008 (the “PA 2008”) on 5 August 
2026 (the “Application”). 

2. This document constitutes Progress Power’s consultation and publicity statement pursuant to 
Regulation 7A of the 2011 Regulations. 

3. A copy of the notice published under Regulation 6 of the 2011 Regulations (the "Notice") is enclosed 
at Appendix A. 

4. Progress Power confirms that: 

4.1. As required under Regulation 6(1) of the 2011 Regulations, it published the Notice in the 
Eastern Daily Press on the following dates: 

 5 August 2026; and 

 12 August 2026. 

4.2. Copies of extracts from the Eastern Daily Press are enclosed at Appendix B. 

5. Regulation 7(2) of the 2011 Regulations requires Progress Power to notify and consult those 
persons specified in the 2011 Regulations, this being all those who were notified (in accordance 
with section 56 of the PA 2008) when the application for the Order was accepted by the SoS, as 
well as any other person who may be directly affected by the changes proposed in the Application. 
However, Regulation 7(3) of the 2011 Regulations also provides that Progress Power need not 
consult a person or authority specified in the 2011 Regulations if they have the written consent of 
the SoS not to do so. Following the appropriate request from Progress Power on 3 November 2025, 
the SoS confirmed on 17 December 2025 that the list of consultees for the Application could be 
narrowed to those listed in Appendix C (the “Consultees”). 

6. Progress Power sent the Notice to the Consultees by post and email on 5 August 2026. Appendix 
D provides the covering letters and the Notice as sent to the Consultees. 

7. The deadline specified for representations to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate was 
11.59pm on 9 September 2026. 

8. The Application documents have been made available to view on the Planning Inspectorate’s 
website (https://national-infrastructure-
consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010060/documents). The Notice also invited 
recipients unable to access the website to request hard copies of the documents at the cost of £20 
per copy.

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010060/documents
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010060/documents
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County told
to embrace
the hard hat

Warning over
skills shortage

Norfolk’s small businesses
could be “decimated” if the
government fails to address the
country’s shortage of skilled
labour, an expert has warned.

, inset,
co-founder and operations
director of Norwich-based
engineering training provider
Reagit, said schools must do
more to encourage students
into technical training.

He has
welcomed prime
minister

plans
to put practical
skills on par with
academia and
“value the hard
hat as much as the � Full story: Business

graduation cap”.
,

who set up
Reagit with wife
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“significant
move

forward”
and
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“something which has been
looked for by employers for
decades”.

An estimated quarter of a
million more UK construction
workers are needed over the
next few years, while a record
one million young adults are
not in education, employment
or training.

BP has reported its highest

quarterly profits in four years

after volatile energy prices

boosted its trading business.

The oil giant posted underlying

replacement cost profits of

£4.2bn for the second quarter, up

78pc on the previous three

months and ahead of analysts’

forecasts.
Campaigners accused BP of

profiting while households face

high energy bills.

CEO Meg O’Neill said BP was

taking “urgent action” to improve

returns for shareholders.

British warehouse developer

Segro has agreed to a £14bn

takeover by US logistics property

giant Prologis after weeks of

negotiations.
The FTSE 100 company had

rejected three previous

approaches before accepting what

Prologis described as its “best

and final” offer.

Under the deal, shareholders

will receive 1,032p per share,

funded mainly through Prologis

stock alongside £3.5bn in cash.

The takeover is the latest in a

string of overseas acquisitions.

Local campaigner Peter Barclay has

lost his latest legal bid to block the

£2.2bn expansion of Gatwick Airport.

The Court of Appeal rejected

challenges from Mr Barclay and

Communities Against Gatwick Noise

Emissions, who argued the

government had failed to properly

assess the climate impact of the

scheme. Judges ruled the appeals

had “no real prospect of success”,

upholding a High Court decision.

The expansion will move Gatwick’s

emergency runway by 12m, allowing

about 100,000 extra flights a year

from the UK’s second busiest airport.

HSBC has reported a 23pc rise

in first-half profits, adding to a

strong set of results from

Britain’s biggest banks and

prompting fresh calls for higher

taxes on the sector.

The banking giant posted

pre-tax profits of £14.5bn,

beating analysts’ forecasts and

following similarly strong

performances by Lloyds,

Barclays and NatWest.

The Trades Union Congress

said the profits showed banks

could afford to pay more tax,

demanding the surcharge rises.

» BP bounce » Segro takeover » Airport to grow
» Bank on profit

Eastern firms ask if u

best option for our yo

For decades, Britain has treated

university as the gold standard

of success.
Now, with employers

struggling to recruit skilled

workers and major infrastructure

projects crying out for talent,

there are growing calls for that

mindset to change.

The government’s proposed

overhaul of secondary education

aims to put technical

qualifications and

apprenticeships on the same

footing as traditional academic

routes, with ministers arguing

the country can no longer afford

to overlook vocational careers.

For businesses across Norfolk,

the debate is about far more than

education policy. It is about

whether the region can find the

workforce needed to sustain

future economic growth.

Engineering, construction,

manufacturing and energy

employers have repeatedly

warned that skills shortages are

holding back expansion.

Nationally, the Construction

Industry Training Board

estimates the sector will need

more than 250,000 additional

workers over the next five years,

while the Engineering

Construction Industry Training

Board says another 40,000

people will be needed by 2030 to

deliver major industrial and

energy projects.

The challenge is becoming

increasingly urgent in the East

of England.
Projects including Sizewell C,

offshore wind developments and

wider investment across the

ADAM BARKER

adam.barker@newsquest.co.uk

region’s energy sector are

expected to create thousands of

skilled jobs.
While they represent a huge

economic opportunity, they are

also likely to intensify

competition for engineers,

electricians, welders and

technicians, particularly among

smaller firms unable to match

the salaries offered by major

employers.
Norwich-based apprenticeship

and engineering training

provider Reagit believes schools

have a critical role to play in

addressing that imbalance.

Co-founder and operations

director Wayne Stannett has

welcomed the government’s plans

to give greater prominence to

vocational education, arguing

apprenticeships have too often

been presented as a second

choice.
His business delivers more

than 120 apprenticeships

alongside Swarm Training.
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Appendix C  Consultee List 

List of Consultees 

Name of Consultee Classification under the Planning Act 2008 

Mid Suffolk District Council s.42(1)(b), s.42(1)(d), s.56(2)(b) and s.57(1) 
Suffolk County Council s.42(1)(b), s.42(1)(d), s.56(2)(b) and s.57(1) 
National Gas Transmission Plc s.42(1)(d) and s.57(2 
National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc s.42(1)(d) and s.57(2 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

Appendix D  Covering Letters and Regulation 6 
Notice issued to Consultees 



 

Pinsent Masons LLP 

1 St Michael's    36 Jackson's Row    Manchester    M2 5AE 

T   +44 (0)161 234 8234   F   +44 (0)161 234 8235    DX 14490 Manchester 2 

Pinsent Masons LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales (registered number: OC333653) authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (registration number: 471972) and the appropriate jurisdictions in which it operates.  Reference to ‘Pinsent Masons’ is to Pinsent Masons 
LLP and/or one or more of the affiliated entities that practise under the name ‘Pinsent Masons’ as the context requires. The word “partner”, used in relation to 

the LLP, refers to a member or an employee or consultant of the LLP or any affiliated firm, with equivalent standing.  A list of members of Pinsent Masons, those 
non-members who are designated as partners, and non-member partners in affiliated entities, is available for inspection at our offices or at 

www.pinsentmasons.com 

For a full list of the jurisdictions where we operate, see www.pinsentmasons.com 

 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY AND EMAIL 
 

 
Mid Suffolk District Council  
Babergh And Mid Suffolk District Councils  
Endeavour House  
8 Russell Road  
Ipswich  
IP1 2BX 

@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk, planning@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk 
 

5 August 2026 

Dear  

PROGRESS POWER (GAS FIRED POWER STATION) ORDER 2015 – NON-MATERIAL 
CHANGE APPLICATION 
 
SECTION 153 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 AND REGULATION 7 OF THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (CHANGES TO, AND REVOCATION OF, 
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDERS) REGULATIONS 2011 
 
The enclosed notice relates to an application by Progress Power Limited (“PPL”) to the Secretary 
of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for a non-material change to the Progress Power (Gas 
Fired Power Station) Order 2015 (as corrected by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Correction) Order 2016 and amended by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Amendment) Order 2016 and Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) (Amendment) Order 
2020) (the “Order”) under the Planning Act 2008 (“NMC3”). We act for PPL in relation to the 
application. 

The Order includes provision authorising the construction, operation and maintenance of a gas-
fired generating station and its associated gas and electrical connections at Eye Business Park, 
Eye, Suffolk. 

Work No. 5 

Work No. 5 is for the construction of a substation (the “Substation”) to be operated by National 
Grid Electricity Transmission Plc (“NGET”) and comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, 
a “400 kV substation and site office and welfare accommodation; 400 kV cable sealing end 
compound; underground high voltage electrical cables and associated telemetry and electrical 
protection auxiliary cabling; security infrastructure including perimeter fencing with gates, security 
cameras and site lighting; landscaping including bunds, tree planting, fencing and other boundary 
treatments and ecological mitigation; site drainage and waste management infrastructure; and 
internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network and hardstanding for planned maintenance”.  

The Order currently provides, in Article 6(1)(a), that Work No. 5 is for the benefit of both PPL and 
NGET. NGET completed the construction of the Substation in May 2026 and is entirely 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Substation (i.e. PPL is no longer involved 

mailto:planning@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk
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in Work No. 5). PPL therefore proposes, via NMC3, to amend the Order so that the benefit of 
Work No. 5 is for NGET only. This amendment will assist the relevant planning authority in respect 
of the monitoring of compliance with the Order in respect of the Substation going forward.  

PPL also proposes to make consequential amendments to Article 2 and to reflect that National 
Grid Gas plc is now called National Gas Transmission plc.  

Work No. 7 

Work No. 7 comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, “a new means of access between 
Work No. 5 and the A140 including road widening, new turning lane, signing and road markings 
works, permanent road surface, gates, fencing, drainage, infilling, landscaping and tree and 
hedge removal and other incidental works”. 

The access between Leys Lane and the Substation was completed in January 2022 (the 
“Substation Access”). 

In May 2019, Mid Suffolk Council granted PPL planning permission under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 for the “creation of a temporary access road between A140 and Leys Lane, 
Yaxley for use during the construction of Progress Power Station Limited Power Station” 
(Application Reference: DC/19/02267) (the “Temporary Access Road”). Construction of the 
Temporary Access Road commenced on 8 November 2021 and was completed on 28 September 
2022. The Temporary Access Road provided sufficient access to the Substation during its 
construction and, as a result, the access works between the A140 and Leys Lane authorised 
under Work No. 7 of the Order were not required. 1 

If carried out, the proposed access between the A140 and Leys Lane would have severed the 
existing access between Old Norwich Road and Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments and an 
alternative access for users of Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments was therefore also included as 
part of Work No. 7. As the Temporary Access Road meant that the existing access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments was not interfered with, the alternative means of access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments provided for in Work No. 7 was unnecessary and not built. For the same 
reason, the reinstatement plan required by paragraph 3 of Requirement 6 of the Order was not 
submitted, as the works between Old Norwich Road and the A140 were never undertaken. 

In February 2023, Conrad Energy (Developments) Ltd (“Conrad”) received planning permission 
for the “construction and operation of Synchronous Condensers with ancillary infrastructure, and 
associated works including access and landscaping” (Application Reference: DC/22/04021). The 
permission allowed for “the temporary use of the existing track from the A140 to Leys Lane for 
the construction phase of the development only”. Condition 12 required Conrad to submit, for the 
local planning authority’s approval, a plan and timetable for the reinstatement of the Temporary 
Access Road. This condition was discharged by Conrad on 5 May 2023 (Application Reference: 
DC/23/01935). Accordingly, Conrad is responsible for the Temporary Access Road and its 
reinstatement pursuant to Conrad’s planning permission. Once the Temporary Access Road has 
been reinstated, the Substation can continue to be accessed via the Substation Access at Leys 
Lane from Mellis Road. 

PPL therefore proposes to retain the provisions in the Order relating to the Substation Access 
and, via NMC3, remove the access works that were not required and not undertaken in relation 
to A140 to Leys Lane from Work No. 7 and make the necessary consequential amendments to 
the Order. 

 
 
1 It is noted that this part of Work No. 7 was intended to be temporary as provided for in Part 2 of Schedule 3 of the Order. 
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Plans 

Finally, PPL proposes to make consequential amendments to the Works Plan and Rights of Way, 
Streets and Access Plan. 

Overall 

NMC is necessary for the reasons set out above. The changes under NMC3 will not:  

 give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects to those 
originally assessed as part of the application for the Order; 

 require additional compulsory acquisition of land; 

 have new or different effects on local residents or businesses; or  

 any additional implications in respect of habitats regulations assessment.  

Therefore, PPL considers that the proposed changes are non-material in nature.  

Consultation 

Before a decision can be made by the Secretary of State, PPL must consult with various persons 
in accordance with the requirements of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation 
of, Development Consent Orders) Regulations 2011 (the “2011 Regulations”). 

You have been identified as a consultee for the purposes of Regulation 7(2) of the 2011 
Regulations. In addition, we draw your attention to the Regulation 7(3) letter published by the 
Secretary of State on 17 December 2025, enclosed with this letter. 

The enclosed Regulation 6 notice contains details of how you can access the application 
documents and how to respond to the consultation. Any representation about the application must 
be made by email to: progresspower@planninginspectorate.gov.uk or in writing to:  

National Infrastructure Planning, the Planning Inspectorate, c/o Quadient, 69 Buckingham 
Avenue, Slough, SL1 4PN. 

As set out in the notice, the consultation ends on 9 September 2026. Therefore, the deadline for 
receipt of your views about the application is 9 September 2026 at 11:59pm. 

Yours faithfully 
Pinsent Masons LLP 
On behalf of 
PROGRESS POWER LIMITED  
Drax Power Station 
Drax 
Selby 
United Kingdom 
YO8 8PH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:progresspower@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
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Enclosures: 
 

(i) Copy of a notice pursuant to Section 153 of the Planning Act 2008 and Regulation 6 
of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation of, Development Consent 
Orders) Regulations 2011.  

(ii) Regulation 7(3) letter from the Secretary of State, dated 17 December 2025. 
 
 



 

Pinsent Masons LLP 

1 St Michael's    36 Jackson's Row    Manchester    M2 5AE 

T   +44 (0)161 234 8234   F   +44 (0)161 234 8235    DX 14490 Manchester 2 

Pinsent Masons LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales (registered number: OC333653) authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (registration number: 471972) and the appropriate jurisdictions in which it operates.  Reference to ‘Pinsent Masons’ is to Pinsent Masons 
LLP and/or one or more of the affiliated entities that practise under the name ‘Pinsent Masons’ as the context requires. The word “partner”, used in relation to 

the LLP, refers to a member or an employee or consultant of the LLP or any affiliated firm, with equivalent standing.  A list of members of Pinsent Masons, those 
non-members who are designated as partners, and non-member partners in affiliated entities, is available for inspection at our offices or at 

www.pinsentmasons.com 

For a full list of the jurisdictions where we operate, see www.pinsentmasons.com 

 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY AND EMAIL 
 
National Gas Transmission plc  
National Grid House  
Warwick Technology Park  
Gallows Hill  
Warwick  
CV34 6DA 
box.assetprotection@nationalgas.com, dcoconsultations@nationalgrid.com 
 

5 August 2026 

Dear Sir/Madam 

PROGRESS POWER (GAS FIRED POWER STATION) ORDER 2015 – NON-MATERIAL 
CHANGE APPLICATION 
 
SECTION 153 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 AND REGULATION 7 OF THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (CHANGES TO, AND REVOCATION OF, 
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDERS) REGULATIONS 2011 
 
The enclosed notice relates to an application by Progress Power Limited (“PPL”) to the Secretary 
of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for a non-material change to the Progress Power (Gas 
Fired Power Station) Order 2015 (as corrected by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Correction) Order 2016 and amended by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Amendment) Order 2016 and Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) (Amendment) Order 
2020) (the “Order”) under the Planning Act 2008 (“NMC3”). We act for PPL in relation to the 
application. 

The Order includes provision authorising the construction, operation and maintenance of a gas-
fired generating station and its associated gas and electrical connections at Eye Business Park, 
Eye, Suffolk. 

Work No. 5 

Work No. 5 is for the construction of a substation (the “Substation”) to be operated by National 
Grid Electricity Transmission Plc (“NGET”) and comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, 
a “400 kV substation and site office and welfare accommodation; 400 kV cable sealing end 
compound; underground high voltage electrical cables and associated telemetry and electrical 
protection auxiliary cabling; security infrastructure including perimeter fencing with gates, security 
cameras and site lighting; landscaping including bunds, tree planting, fencing and other boundary 
treatments and ecological mitigation; site drainage and waste management infrastructure; and 
internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network and hardstanding for planned maintenance”.  

The Order currently provides, in Article 6(1)(a), that Work No. 5 is for the benefit of both PPL and 
NGET. NGET completed the construction of the Substation in May 2026 and is entirely 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Substation (i.e. PPL is no longer involved 
in Work No. 5). PPL therefore proposes, via NMC3, to amend the Order so that the benefit of 

mailto:box.assetprotection@nationalgas.com
mailto:DCOconsultations@nationalgrid.com
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Work No. 5 is for NGET only. This amendment will assist the relevant planning authority in respect 
of the monitoring of compliance with the Order in respect of the Substation going forward.  

PPL also proposes to make consequential amendments to Article 2 and to reflect that National 
Grid Gas plc is now called National Gas Transmission plc.  

Work No. 7 

Work No. 7 comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, “a new means of access between 
Work No. 5 and the A140 including road widening, new turning lane, signing and road markings 
works, permanent road surface, gates, fencing, drainage, infilling, landscaping and tree and 
hedge removal and other incidental works”. 

The access between Leys Lane and the Substation was completed in January 2022 (the 
“Substation Access”). 

In May 2019, Mid Suffolk Council granted PPL planning permission under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 for the “creation of a temporary access road between A140 and Leys Lane, 
Yaxley for use during the construction of Progress Power Station Limited Power Station” 
(Application Reference: DC/19/02267) (the “Temporary Access Road”). Construction of the 
Temporary Access Road commenced on 8 November 2021 and was completed on 28 September 
2022. The Temporary Access Road provided sufficient access to the Substation during its 
construction and, as a result, the access works between the A140 and Leys Lane authorised 
under Work No. 7 of the Order were not required. 1 

If carried out, the proposed access between the A140 and Leys Lane would have severed the 
existing access between Old Norwich Road and Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments and an 
alternative access for users of Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments was therefore also included as 
part of Work No. 7. As the Temporary Access Road meant that the existing access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments was not interfered with, the alternative means of access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments provided for in Work No. 7 was unnecessary and not built. For the same 
reason, the reinstatement plan required by paragraph 3 of Requirement 6 of the Order was not 
submitted, as the works between Old Norwich Road and the A140 were never undertaken. 

In February 2023, Conrad Energy (Developments) Ltd (“Conrad”) received planning permission 
for the “construction and operation of Synchronous Condensers with ancillary infrastructure, and 
associated works including access and landscaping” (Application Reference: DC/22/04021). The 
permission allowed for “the temporary use of the existing track from the A140 to Leys Lane for 
the construction phase of the development only”. Condition 12 required Conrad to submit, for the 
local planning authority’s approval, a plan and timetable for the reinstatement of the Temporary 
Access Road. This condition was discharged by Conrad on 5 May 2023 (Application Reference: 
DC/23/01935). Accordingly, Conrad is responsible for the Temporary Access Road and its 
reinstatement pursuant to Conrad’s planning permission. Once the Temporary Access Road has 
been reinstated, the Substation can continue to be accessed via the Substation Access at Leys 
Lane from Mellis Road. 

PPL therefore proposes to retain the provisions in the Order relating to the Substation Access 
and, via NMC3, remove the access works that were not required and not undertaken in relation 
to A140 to Leys Lane from Work No. 7 and make the necessary consequential amendments to 
the Order. 

Plans 

 
 
1 It is noted that this part of Work No. 7 was intended to be temporary as provided for in Part 2 of Schedule 3 of the Order. 
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Finally, PPL proposes to make consequential amendments to the Works Plan and Rights of Way, 
Streets and Access Plan. 

Overall 

NMC is necessary for the reasons set out above. The changes under NMC3 will not:  

 give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects to those 
originally assessed as part of the application for the Order; 

 require additional compulsory acquisition of land; 

 have new or different effects on local residents or businesses; or  

 any additional implications in respect of habitats regulations assessment.  

Therefore, PPL considers that the proposed changes are non-material in nature.  

Consultation 

Before a decision can be made by the Secretary of State, PPL must consult with various persons 
in accordance with the requirements of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation 
of, Development Consent Orders) Regulations 2011 (the “2011 Regulations”). 

You have been identified as a consultee for the purposes of Regulation 7(2) of the 2011 
Regulations. In addition, we draw your attention to the Regulation 7(3) letter published by the 
Secretary of State on 17 December 2025, enclosed with this letter. 

The enclosed Regulation 6 notice contains details of how you can access the application 
documents and how to respond to the consultation. Any representation about the application must 
be made by email to: progresspower@planninginspectorate.gov.uk or in writing to:  

National Infrastructure Planning, the Planning Inspectorate, c/o Quadient, 69 Buckingham 
Avenue, Slough, SL1 4PN. 

As set out in the notice, the consultation ends on 9 September 2026. Therefore, the deadline for 
receipt of your views about the application is 9 September 2026 at 11:59pm. 

Yours faithfully 
Pinsent Masons LLP 
On behalf of 
PROGRESS POWER LIMITED  
Drax Power Station 
Drax 
Selby 
United Kingdom 
YO8 8PH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:progresspower@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
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Enclosures: 
 

(i) Copy of a notice pursuant to Section 153 of the Planning Act 2008 and Regulation 6 
of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation of, Development Consent 
Orders) Regulations 2011.  

(ii) Regulation 7(3) letter from the Secretary of State, dated 17 December 2025. 
 
 



 

Pinsent Masons LLP 

1 St Michael's    36 Jackson's Row    Manchester    M2 5AE 

T   +44 (0)161 234 8234   F   +44 (0)161 234 8235    DX 14490 Manchester 2 

Pinsent Masons LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales (registered number: OC333653) authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (registration number: 471972) and the appropriate jurisdictions in which it operates.  Reference to ‘Pinsent Masons’ is to Pinsent Masons 
LLP and/or one or more of the affiliated entities that practise under the name ‘Pinsent Masons’ as the context requires. The word “partner”, used in relation to 

the LLP, refers to a member or an employee or consultant of the LLP or any affiliated firm, with equivalent standing.  A list of members of Pinsent Masons, those 
non-members who are designated as partners, and non-member partners in affiliated entities, is available for inspection at our offices or at 

www.pinsentmasons.com 

For a full list of the jurisdictions where we operate, see www.pinsentmasons.com 

 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY AND EMAIL 
 

 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc  
1 - 3 Strand  
London  
WC2N 5EH 

@nationalgrid.com, dcoconsultations@nationalgrid.com 
 

5 August 2026 

Dear  

PROGRESS POWER (GAS FIRED POWER STATION) ORDER 2015 – NON-MATERIAL 
CHANGE APPLICATION 
 
SECTION 153 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 AND REGULATION 7 OF THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (CHANGES TO, AND REVOCATION OF, 
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDERS) REGULATIONS 2011 
 
The enclosed notice relates to an application by Progress Power Limited (“PPL”) to the Secretary 
of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for a non-material change to the Progress Power (Gas 
Fired Power Station) Order 2015 (as corrected by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Correction) Order 2016 and amended by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Amendment) Order 2016 and Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) (Amendment) Order 
2020) (the “Order”) under the Planning Act 2008 (“NMC3”). We act for PPL in relation to the 
application. 

The Order includes provision authorising the construction, operation and maintenance of a gas-
fired generating station and its associated gas and electrical connections at Eye Business Park, 
Eye, Suffolk. 

Work No. 5 

Work No. 5 is for the construction of a substation (the “Substation”) to be operated by National 
Grid Electricity Transmission Plc (“NGET”) and comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, 
a “400 kV substation and site office and welfare accommodation; 400 kV cable sealing end 
compound; underground high voltage electrical cables and associated telemetry and electrical 
protection auxiliary cabling; security infrastructure including perimeter fencing with gates, security 
cameras and site lighting; landscaping including bunds, tree planting, fencing and other boundary 
treatments and ecological mitigation; site drainage and waste management infrastructure; and 
internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network and hardstanding for planned maintenance”.  

The Order currently provides, in Article 6(1)(a), that Work No. 5 is for the benefit of both PPL and 
NGET. NGET completed the construction of the Substation in May 2026 and is entirely 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Substation (i.e. PPL is no longer involved 
in Work No. 5). PPL therefore proposes, via NMC3, to amend the Order so that the benefit of 

mailto:DCOconsultations@nationalgrid.com
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Work No. 5 is for NGET only. This amendment will assist the relevant planning authority in respect 
of the monitoring of compliance with the Order in respect of the Substation going forward.  

PPL also proposes to make consequential amendments to Article 2 and to reflect that National 
Grid Gas plc is now called National Gas Transmission plc.  

Work No. 7 

Work No. 7 comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, “a new means of access between 
Work No. 5 and the A140 including road widening, new turning lane, signing and road markings 
works, permanent road surface, gates, fencing, drainage, infilling, landscaping and tree and 
hedge removal and other incidental works”. 

The access between Leys Lane and the Substation was completed in January 2022 (the 
“Substation Access”). 

In May 2019, Mid Suffolk Council granted PPL planning permission under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 for the “creation of a temporary access road between A140 and Leys Lane, 
Yaxley for use during the construction of Progress Power Station Limited Power Station” 
(Application Reference: DC/19/02267) (the “Temporary Access Road”). Construction of the 
Temporary Access Road commenced on 8 November 2021 and was completed on 28 September 
2022. The Temporary Access Road provided sufficient access to the Substation during its 
construction and, as a result, the access works between the A140 and Leys Lane authorised 
under Work No. 7 of the Order were not required. 1 

If carried out, the proposed access between the A140 and Leys Lane would have severed the 
existing access between Old Norwich Road and Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments and an 
alternative access for users of Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments was therefore also included as 
part of Work No. 7. As the Temporary Access Road meant that the existing access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments was not interfered with, the alternative means of access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments provided for in Work No. 7 was unnecessary and not built. For the same 
reason, the reinstatement plan required by paragraph 3 of Requirement 6 of the Order was not 
submitted, as the works between Old Norwich Road and the A140 were never undertaken. 

In February 2023, Conrad Energy (Developments) Ltd (“Conrad”) received planning permission 
for the “construction and operation of Synchronous Condensers with ancillary infrastructure, and 
associated works including access and landscaping” (Application Reference: DC/22/04021). The 
permission allowed for “the temporary use of the existing track from the A140 to Leys Lane for 
the construction phase of the development only”. Condition 12 required Conrad to submit, for the 
local planning authority’s approval, a plan and timetable for the reinstatement of the Temporary 
Access Road. This condition was discharged by Conrad on 5 May 2023 (Application Reference: 
DC/23/01935). Accordingly, Conrad is responsible for the Temporary Access Road and its 
reinstatement pursuant to Conrad’s planning permission. Once the Temporary Access Road has 
been reinstated, the Substation can continue to be accessed via the Substation Access at Leys 
Lane from Mellis Road. 

PPL therefore proposes to retain the provisions in the Order relating to the Substation Access 
and, via NMC3, remove the access works that were not required and not undertaken in relation 
to A140 to Leys Lane from Work No. 7 and make the necessary consequential amendments to 
the Order. 

Plans 

 
 
1 It is noted that this part of Work No. 7 was intended to be temporary as provided for in Part 2 of Schedule 3 of the Order. 



 
 

165938778.2 3 

Finally, PPL proposes to make consequential amendments to the Works Plan and Rights of Way, 
Streets and Access Plan. 

Overall 

NMC is necessary for the reasons set out above. The changes under NMC3 will not:  

 give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects to those 
originally assessed as part of the application for the Order; 

 require additional compulsory acquisition of land; 

 have new or different effects on local residents or businesses; or  

 any additional implications in respect of habitats regulations assessment.  

Therefore, PPL considers that the proposed changes are non-material in nature.  

Consultation 

Before a decision can be made by the Secretary of State, PPL must consult with various persons 
in accordance with the requirements of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation 
of, Development Consent Orders) Regulations 2011 (the “2011 Regulations”). 

You have been identified as a consultee for the purposes of Regulation 7(2) of the 2011 
Regulations. In addition, we draw your attention to the Regulation 7(3) letter published by the 
Secretary of State on 17 December 2025, enclosed with this letter. 

The enclosed Regulation 6 notice contains details of how you can access the application 
documents and how to respond to the consultation. Any representation about the application must 
be made by email to: progresspower@planninginspectorate.gov.uk or in writing to:  

National Infrastructure Planning, the Planning Inspectorate, c/o Quadient, 69 Buckingham 
Avenue, Slough, SL1 4PN. 

As set out in the notice, the consultation ends on 9 September 2026. Therefore, the deadline for 
receipt of your views about the application is 9 September 2026 at 11:59pm. 

Yours faithfully 
Pinsent Masons LLP 
On behalf of 
PROGRESS POWER LIMITED  
Drax Power Station 
Drax 
Selby 
United Kingdom 
YO8 8PH 
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Enclosures: 
 

(i) Copy of a notice pursuant to Section 153 of the Planning Act 2008 and Regulation 6 
of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation of, Development Consent 
Orders) Regulations 2011.  

(ii) Regulation 7(3) letter from the Secretary of State, dated 17 December 2025. 
 
 



 

Pinsent Masons LLP 

1 St Michael's    36 Jackson's Row    Manchester    M2 5AE 

T   +44 (0)161 234 8234   F   +44 (0)161 234 8235    DX 14490 Manchester 2 

Pinsent Masons LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales (registered number: OC333653) authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (registration number: 471972) and the appropriate jurisdictions in which it operates.  Reference to ‘Pinsent Masons’ is to Pinsent Masons 
LLP and/or one or more of the affiliated entities that practise under the name ‘Pinsent Masons’ as the context requires. The word “partner”, used in relation to 

the LLP, refers to a member or an employee or consultant of the LLP or any affiliated firm, with equivalent standing.  A list of members of Pinsent Masons, those 
non-members who are designated as partners, and non-member partners in affiliated entities, is available for inspection at our offices or at 

www.pinsentmasons.com 

For a full list of the jurisdictions where we operate, see www.pinsentmasons.com 

 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY AND EMAIL 
 
Suffolk County Council  
Endeavour House  
8 Russell Rd  
Ipswich  
Suffolk  
IP1 2BX 
chiefexecutivepa@suffolk.gov.uk, customer.services@suffolk.gov.uk 
 

5 August 2026 

Dear Sir/Madam 

PROGRESS POWER (GAS FIRED POWER STATION) ORDER 2015 – NON-MATERIAL 
CHANGE APPLICATION 
 
SECTION 153 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 AND REGULATION 7 OF THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (CHANGES TO, AND REVOCATION OF, 
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDERS) REGULATIONS 2011 
 
The enclosed notice relates to an application by Progress Power Limited (“PPL”) to the Secretary 
of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for a non-material change to the Progress Power (Gas 
Fired Power Station) Order 2015 (as corrected by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Correction) Order 2016 and amended by the Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) 
(Amendment) Order 2016 and Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) (Amendment) Order 
2020) (the “Order”) under the Planning Act 2008 (“NMC3”). We act for PPL in relation to the 
application. 

The Order includes provision authorising the construction, operation and maintenance of a gas-
fired generating station and its associated gas and electrical connections at Eye Business Park, 
Eye, Suffolk. 

Work No. 5 

Work No. 5 is for the construction of a substation (the “Substation”) to be operated by National 
Grid Electricity Transmission Plc (“NGET”) and comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, 
a “400 kV substation and site office and welfare accommodation; 400 kV cable sealing end 
compound; underground high voltage electrical cables and associated telemetry and electrical 
protection auxiliary cabling; security infrastructure including perimeter fencing with gates, security 
cameras and site lighting; landscaping including bunds, tree planting, fencing and other boundary 
treatments and ecological mitigation; site drainage and waste management infrastructure; and 
internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network and hardstanding for planned maintenance”.  

The Order currently provides, in Article 6(1)(a), that Work No. 5 is for the benefit of both PPL and 
NGET. NGET completed the construction of the Substation in May 2026 and is entirely 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Substation (i.e. PPL is no longer involved 
in Work No. 5). PPL therefore proposes, via NMC3, to amend the Order so that the benefit of 

mailto:chiefexecutivepa@suffolk.gov.uk
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Work No. 5 is for NGET only. This amendment will assist the relevant planning authority in respect 
of the monitoring of compliance with the Order in respect of the Substation going forward.  

PPL also proposes to make consequential amendments to Article 2 and to reflect that National 
Grid Gas plc is now called National Gas Transmission plc.  

Work No. 7 

Work No. 7 comprises, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Order, “a new means of access between 
Work No. 5 and the A140 including road widening, new turning lane, signing and road markings 
works, permanent road surface, gates, fencing, drainage, infilling, landscaping and tree and 
hedge removal and other incidental works”. 

The access between Leys Lane and the Substation was completed in January 2022 (the 
“Substation Access”). 

In May 2019, Mid Suffolk Council granted PPL planning permission under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 for the “creation of a temporary access road between A140 and Leys Lane, 
Yaxley for use during the construction of Progress Power Station Limited Power Station” 
(Application Reference: DC/19/02267) (the “Temporary Access Road”). Construction of the 
Temporary Access Road commenced on 8 November 2021 and was completed on 28 September 
2022. The Temporary Access Road provided sufficient access to the Substation during its 
construction and, as a result, the access works between the A140 and Leys Lane authorised 
under Work No. 7 of the Order were not required. 1 

If carried out, the proposed access between the A140 and Leys Lane would have severed the 
existing access between Old Norwich Road and Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments and an 
alternative access for users of Yaxley Lake and Yaxley Allotments was therefore also included as 
part of Work No. 7. As the Temporary Access Road meant that the existing access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments was not interfered with, the alternative means of access to Yaxley Lake 
and Yaxley Allotments provided for in Work No. 7 was unnecessary and not built. For the same 
reason, the reinstatement plan required by paragraph 3 of Requirement 6 of the Order was not 
submitted, as the works between Old Norwich Road and the A140 were never undertaken. 

In February 2023, Conrad Energy (Developments) Ltd (“Conrad”) received planning permission 
for the “construction and operation of Synchronous Condensers with ancillary infrastructure, and 
associated works including access and landscaping” (Application Reference: DC/22/04021). The 
permission allowed for “the temporary use of the existing track from the A140 to Leys Lane for 
the construction phase of the development only”. Condition 12 required Conrad to submit, for the 
local planning authority’s approval, a plan and timetable for the reinstatement of the Temporary 
Access Road. This condition was discharged by Conrad on 5 May 2023 (Application Reference: 
DC/23/01935). Accordingly, Conrad is responsible for the Temporary Access Road and its 
reinstatement pursuant to Conrad’s planning permission. Once the Temporary Access Road has 
been reinstated, the Substation can continue to be accessed via the Substation Access at Leys 
Lane from Mellis Road. 

PPL therefore proposes to retain the provisions in the Order relating to the Substation Access 
and, via NMC3, remove the access works that were not required and not undertaken in relation 
to A140 to Leys Lane from Work No. 7 and make the necessary consequential amendments to 
the Order. 

Plans 

 
 
1 It is noted that this part of Work No. 7 was intended to be temporary as provided for in Part 2 of Schedule 3 of the Order. 
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Finally, PPL proposes to make consequential amendments to the Works Plan and Rights of Way, 
Streets and Access Plan. 

Overall 

NMC is necessary for the reasons set out above. The changes under NMC3 will not:  

 give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects to those 
originally assessed as part of the application for the Order; 

 require additional compulsory acquisition of land; 

 have new or different effects on local residents or businesses; or  

 any additional implications in respect of habitats regulations assessment.  

Therefore, PPL considers that the proposed changes are non-material in nature.  

Consultation 

Before a decision can be made by the Secretary of State, PPL must consult with various persons 
in accordance with the requirements of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation 
of, Development Consent Orders) Regulations 2011 (the “2011 Regulations”). 

You have been identified as a consultee for the purposes of Regulation 7(2) of the 2011 
Regulations. In addition, we draw your attention to the Regulation 7(3) letter published by the 
Secretary of State on 17 December 2025, enclosed with this letter. 

The enclosed Regulation 6 notice contains details of how you can access the application 
documents and how to respond to the consultation. Any representation about the application must 
be made by email to: progresspower@planninginspectorate.gov.uk or in writing to:  

National Infrastructure Planning, the Planning Inspectorate, c/o Quadient, 69 Buckingham 
Avenue, Slough, SL1 4PN. 

As set out in the notice, the consultation ends on 9 September 2026. Therefore, the deadline for 
receipt of your views about the application is 9 September 2026 at 11:59pm. 

Yours faithfully 
Pinsent Masons LLP 
On behalf of 
PROGRESS POWER LIMITED  
Drax Power Station 
Drax 
Selby 
United Kingdom 
YO8 8PH 
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Enclosures: 
 

(i) Copy of a notice pursuant to Section 153 of the Planning Act 2008 and Regulation 6 
of the Infrastructure Planning (Changes to, and Revocation of, Development Consent 
Orders) Regulations 2011.  

(ii) Regulation 7(3) letter from the Secretary of State, dated 17 December 2025. 
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