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2 DEFRA maps describe the Hundred’s floodplain as benefitting from defenses; 
these are bunds, catches, channels, reedbeds, and manually-operated sluice gates 
which protect the Aldeburgh-Leiston SSSI (RSPB North Warren and The Haven 
Wetland Reserve) as well as the Mere in Thorpeness, controlling freshwater flow 
downstream and out to sea as well as halting sea incursion. The river in seasonal 
spate raises the levels of water in the Reserve above levels safe for the important 
biodiversity there and so requires draining back to equilibrium.  

 
In the village settlement, the Hundred regularly overtops and threatens properties 
along its banks in Gypsy Lane and downstream. Residents have not been reporting 
these events to the Environment Agency. 

3 No proper assessment of the Applicant’s proposed disturbance to the important 
wetland environment of the River Hundred’s floodplain has been carried out by the 
Applicant, who seems to have relied on a generic assessment of trenching through 
a ditch,2 therefore any change in flooding events during and after extensive 
excavation has not been considered. 
 
4 DEFRA’s MAGIC maps do not yet show aquifer data here. The Applicant has 
admitted it is unaware of the proximity to the surface of aquifers in the valley, which 
are at risk from trenching. Several dwellings in the valley rely on these aquifers for 
drinking water, and no household known to us has been contacted by the Applicant 
to date. We conclude that a thorough geological survey is also wanting of the water 
table and aquifers through which the excavations must pass.3 
 
5 Since the existence, extent and the wetland character of the riparian woodland in 
Aldringham were missed by the Applicant on submission, their proposal to remove 
this specialised vegetation of the area cannot be mitigated, not least because it has 
not been planned for. Both the riparian woodland and part of the marsh used for 
grazing on the east bank will have to be removed.4 

 
2 

 
3 SPR Ecology Update Meeting Notes 140521, author Joanna Young, SPR. 
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Fluvial Flooding January 2021 

River Hundred at the proposed trenching point in January this year 
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6 As the removal of the woodland is permanent, both sequential and exception tests 
of the National Planning Policy Guidance Update should be invoked in this instance, 
and have not been. 
 
7 In the light of climate change, this should be particularly unwelcome. This 
specialised, wetland woodland acts as a carbon sink in wet environments, 
strengthens the river bank, absorbs flow energy, prevents erosion, removes 
pollutants, and cools the water before it enters the fen and lagoons of the SSSI 
immediately downstream.5  
 
Removing it therefore fails the National Planning Policy Guidance Update, Section 
14, Meeting the challenge of Climate Change, in paragraphs 152, 153, 154, 159, 
160, 161.  
 
Its loss therefore will increase the risks from flooding to property and the community 
in the immediate area. It will also transmit problems of erosion, volume and flow, 
plus pollution from silt and run-off, downstream, thus compromising the protected 
biodiversity, landscape, and coastal security in and around the important reserves 
fed by the Hundred. 
 
8 The Applicant’s development is to be followed by the National Grid Ventures’ 
Nautilus Interconnector, and several further Windfarms and Interconnector projects 
due to connect to the National Grid at Friston before 2030.    
 
9 Consequently, Aldringham and the River Hundred Valley face permanent 
distortion of the floodplain with increasingly unpredictable flooding affecting both 
local settlement and biodiversity. 
 
10 The wetlands ’ability to counter balance climate change, to enhance ecological 
connectivity corridors, and to sympathetically buffer increasingly challenging coastal 
processes will be removed. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to share this information. We hope you find it useful. 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Dr G Horrocks 
 
SEAS  
 
 
cc Environment Agency, Suffolk County Council 
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