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	1 MCZ Assessment Audit
	1.1 Background

	1 A Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) assessment was undertaken in support of the proposed Thanet Extension Offshore Wind Farm (OWF) application submitted in July 2018. During the examination of the Thanet Extension application documents a number of ques...
	2 This document relates to the MCZ assessment for two relevant MCZs. Namely:
	3 The Goodwin Sands MCZ progressed from a recommended MCZ (rMCZ), to a proposed MCZ (pMCZ) and finally a designated MCZ during the application and examination process for Thanet Extension; the final designation having been made on 31PstP May 2019.
	4 In a call with Natural England on 06/06/2019, Natural England requested a table linking the attributes impacted with the pressures exerted on the relevant designated features of the two MCZs in question. This is provided for in Table 1 and Table 2.
	1.2 Thanet Coast MCZ

	5 Thanet Coast MCZ lies immediately to the north of the offshore export cable corridor as it approaches Pegwell bay, around Ramsgate Harbour. As mitigation to prevent long-term impacts to the Thanet Coast SAC (and by extension the Thanet Coast MCZ, si...
	6 Therefore, the only activity that can take place within the Thanet Coast MCZ is anchoring during cable installation and any cable maintenance. This activity impacts a very small area in the context of the wider site and is a short-term effect. Indir...
	1.3 Goodwin Sands MCZ

	REP5-047
	REP5-047
	REP5-047
	REP5-047
	7 The Thanet Extension Export Cable Corridor partially intersects with the Goodwin Sands MCZ at its north-western corner, with up to four cables potentially be installed across this area. Short-term effects from installation including sandwave clearan...
	8 The Applicant has committed to disposing of any dredged material arising from the MCZ within 500 m of the MCZ. It is expected (based on monitoring at Thanet Offshore Wind Farm) that interstitial spaces in cable rock protection would become infilled,...
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that cable protection is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	Agreed with NE in SoCG.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	REP6-017
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that cable protection is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that rock protection is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that rock protection is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that rock protection is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that sandwave clearance is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.
	The Applicant has committed to undertake monitoring (as conditioned in the DCO) in the event that rock protection is required. Pre-construction survey information on biotopes will be used to confirm that they are expected/typical for the area.
	Thanet Extension is not anticipated to have significant impacts in terms of other attributes. No hinderance on conservation objectives.

