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10 Socio-Economics 
10.1 Introduction 

10.1.1 This chapter reports on the preliminary assessment that has been 

undertaken of the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development 

on the environment with respect to socio-economics.  

10.1.2 The following figure supports this chapter: 

 Figure 10.1: Local and Wider Study Area. 

10.2 Legislation and Planning Policy Context 

10.2.1 There is no legislation that is relevant to the assessment of socio-

economic effects, but national planning and economic development policy 

are relevant consideration in the scoping assessment for socio-economic 

effects. 

National Planning Policy 

National Policy Statement for Energy 

10.2.2 The Overarching National Policy Statement (NPS) for Energy (EN-1) 

(January 2024)1 (NPS EN-1), recognises at paragraph 5.13.4 that the 

construction, operation, and decommissioning of energy infrastructure 

may have socio-economic impacts at local and regional levels, which may 

include: 

 ‘the creation of jobs and training opportunities…; 

 the contribution to the development of low-carbon industries at the local and regional 
level as well as nationally; 

 the provision of additional local services and improvements to local infrastructure, 
including the provision of educational and visitor facilities; 

 any indirect beneficial impacts for the region hosting the infrastructure, in particular in 
relation to use of local support services and supply chains; 

 effects (positive or negative) on tourism and other uses of the area impacted; and 

 the impact of a changing influx of workers during the different construction, operation 
and decommissioning phases of the energy infrastructure. This could change the 
local population dynamics and could alter the demand for services and facilities in the 

 
1 Department for Energy Security & Net Zero (January 2024) Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1), 
Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overarching-national-policy-statement-for-energy-en-1]. Accessed 
January 2024. 
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settlements nearest to the construction work (including community facilities and 
physical infrastructure such as energy, water, transport and waste).  There could also 
be effects on social cohesion depending on how populations and service provision 
change as a result of the development.’ 

10.2.3 The socio-economic impacts assessed within this chapter meet the 

requirements of NPS EN-1. 

10.2.4 Paragraph 5.13.5 of the NPS EN-1 states that ‘Applicants should describe 

the existing socio-economic conditions in the areas surrounding the 

proposed development and should also refer to how the development’s 

socio-economic impacts correlate with local planning policies.’ This 

chapter outlines baseline socio-economic conditions for an identified local 

and wider study area (defined later in this chapter) and relates the 

assessment to local planning policies.  

10.2.5 Paragraph 5.13.6 recognises that ‘Socio-economic impacts may be linked 

to other impacts, for example visual impacts’ which may have an impact 

on tourism and local businesses. This chapter cross-references the 

assessments presented in PEIR Chapter 7 - Landscape and Visual and 

the accompanying Preliminary Noise Impact Assessment (‘NIA’) 

(Appendix 2.7) and Transport Statement (‘TS’) (Appendix 2.6), and the 

findings that relate to socio-economic receptors. 

National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) 

10.2.6 The Overarching NPS for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) 

(January 2024)2 (NPS EN-3) states (paragraph 2.6.2) applicants should ‘to 

the best of their knowledge, assess the likely worst-case environmental, 

social and economic effects of the proposed development to ensure that 

the impacts of the project as it may be constructed have been properly 

assessed.’ 

Local Plan 

10.2.7 Although from 1 April 2023, Cumberland Council (the Council) is the 

administrative authority in which the Site is located, the relevant local 

 
2 Department for Energy Security & Net Zero (January 2024) Overarching National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy 
Infrastructure (EN-3), [Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statement-for-renewable-energy-
infrastructure-en-3].  Accessed January 2024 
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planning policy for this assessment remains the Allerdale Local Plan (Part 

1) 20143. The West Cumbria Economic Blueprint4 (June 2012) is also of 

relevance. 

Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1) 2014 

10.2.8 The Local Plan’s vision is that by 2029, ‘Allerdale’s communities will be 

sustainable, prosperous, safe, healthy and vibrant. The economy will be 

strong, diversified and well connected, with a growing and highly skilled 

population, with high employment, capitalising on skills and opportunities 

in the nuclear, energy and tourism sectors.’ (Page 12) 

10.2.9 Strategic Objectives of the Local Plan relevant to the socio-economic 

assessment are: 

 ‘SO1f: Promote renewable and local carbon energy production in the Plan Area; 

 SO3a: Diversify the urban and rural economic base of Allerdale to enable a 
prosperous mixed, low carbon economy, including creative knowledge based 
industries, specialist engineering, energy and tourism sectors; 

 SO4d: Improve sustainable access to jobs, services, education, leisure opportunities 
and the wider countryside; and 

 SO5f: Protect and enhance the quality of the environment and amenity’. 

10.2.10 The strategic objectives are carried forward into local policies. Policies 

relevant to the socio-economic assessment are: 

 S2: Sustainable Development Principles. The economic element of which states that 
the Council will ‘encourage the development of renewable or low carbon energy 
resources in appropriate locations given the potential for wider environmental, 
community and economic benefits’. The social element of which states that the 
Council will “ensure a good standard of amenity for existing and future residents.’; 

 S14: Rural Economy states that the Council is ‘committed to supporting the economic 
prosperity and sustainable of rural communities by enabling appropriately scaled 
economic development.’ And that ‘to support the continued economic viability of 
farming and other land based enterprises, the Council will support proposals a) for 
the diversification of activities that are of a scale and nature appropriate to the 
location.’; 

 S19: Renewable Energy and Local Carbon Technologies. States that the Council will 
take a positive view where: 

‘a) Proposals (either in isolation or cumulatively); 

 
3 Allerdale Borough Council (July 2014) The Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1) 2014 – Strategic and Development Management 
Policies. [Available at: https://www.allerdale.gov.uk/en/planning-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan-part-1/] 
4 Britain’s Energy Coast Cumbria (June 2012) The West Cumbria Economic Blueprint.  [Available at: 
https://democracy.allerdale.gov.uk/documents/s82708/] 
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i) do not have an unacceptably adverse impact on the amenity of local residents (such 
as air quality/emissions, noise, odour, water pollution, shadow flicker);….. 

e) Potential benefits to the local economy are the local community including 
agriculture and other land based industries are considered.’ 

 S20: Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, seeks to ensure,  

‘b) that appropriate mitigation measures are considered to reduce the potential impact 
on the day-to-day activities of the local community and businesses as a result of the 
proposed development. This would include the impact on local infrastructure and 
services….. e) The maximisation of the local socio-economic opportunities for the 
West Cumbrian economy in terms of increased training and employment 
opportunities, improvements to local infrastructure and the development of local 
business opportunities.’ 

S32: Safeguarding Amenity, states that ‘support will be given for proposals which 
make a positive contribution to the area by maintaining or improving the quality of the 
environment and amenity.’ 

The West Cumbria Economic Blueprint 

10.2.11 The West Cumbria Economic Blueprint (June 2012) (‘the Blueprint’) sets 

out the vision for the development of the economy in West Cumbria over 

the 15-year period 2012 to 2027. The Blueprint recognises the significant 

role that West Cumbria will play in delivering the nation’s future energy 

needs alongside the delivery of the Government’s local carbon agenda. 

10.2.12 The Blueprint is a strategic document which prioritises actions to diversify 

and strengthen the business base of West Cumbria and to ensure that 

people are able to access jobs, training and other economic opportunities. 

The Blueprint states that it provides ‘an opportunity to deliver over 

unprecedented investment value and over 3,000 jobs in the next 15 years, 

as well as doubling our contribution to the UK GVA levels’ (page 41). 

10.3 Assessment Methodology 

Technical Scope 

10.3.1 The scope of this socio-economic assessment is in accordance with the 

EIA Scoping Report submitted by the Applicant to the Planning 

Inspectorate (PEIR Appendix 2.1), and the subsequent EIA Scoping 

Opinion adopted by the Planning Inspectorate (PEIR Appendix 2.2). 
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result of the income earned by the new employment as an indirect result of 

the supply chain linkages). These factors are collectively known as 

‘additionality’ and have been applied to the total number of direct jobs 

created by the Proposed Development. This has enabled the 

quantification of the employment effect to the Wider Study Area, 

comprising the net increase in the number of employed Wider Study Area 

residents attributable to the Proposed Development. 

10.3.12 For this assessment, displacement has been assumed to be zero, as it is 

not anticipated that the Proposed Development would displace existing 

jobs from elsewhere in the Wider Study Area due to the specialised nature 

of the Proposed Development. Furthermore, existing employment on the 

Site related to the current agricultural uses will not be displaced or lost as 

existing employees will be retained by the farmer to support the existing 

farm enterprises’ wider farming activities off of the Site. 

10.3.13 Labour containment within the Wider Study Area is between 89% and 95% 

(as established in section 10.4 ‘Baseline Conditions’ of this chapter), 

identifying a leakage factor of between 5% and 11% from the Wider Study 

Area (representing the proportion of jobs in the Wider Study Area that are 

undertaken by people who live outside of the Wider Study Area). Until a 

contractor is appointed, it is not known from where the construction 

workforce will be sourced. Whilst endeavors will be made to source 

construction workforce from the Wider Study Area, it is unlikely that the 

Proposed Development’s construction workforce will be sourced from the 

Wider Study Area at a rate aligned within the labour containment of the 

Wider Area, given the specialised nature of the Proposed Development. A 

more realistic scenario would be for the appointed contractor to bring in its 

own team of workers for the duration of the construction period who are 

likely to originate from outside of the Wider Study Area. A realistic, yet 

‘worst-case’ scenario for assessing employment effects is to therefore 

assume that the labour will not be sourced from within the Wider Study 

Area. On this basis, a leakage factor of 100% has been applied to 

calculate the likely significant effects on construction employment. 
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10.3.14 With regards to multipliers, the Green Book classifies employment sectors 

as either tradable (their outputs are delivered mainly outside the Wider 

Study Area) and non-tradeable (their outputs are delivered mainly inside 

the Wider Study Area). Outputs delivered by the Proposed Development 

will be tradeable. For example, the energy created by the Proposed 

Development will feed into the local distribution network. High, central, and 

low place-based employment multipliers are provided by the Green Book 

to reflect a different extent of supply-chain ‘spin-off’ employment effects. 

The reasonable ‘worst-case’ scenario has been derived from application of 

the ‘low’ employment multipliers for the tradable sector (applying 0.1 to 

establish non-tradeable indirect jobs and 0.3 to establish tradeable indirect 

jobs supported by the Proposed Development), those being the multipliers 

that result in the lowest level of ‘spin-off’ employment in the supply chain 

and in turn, results in the lowest representation of indirect job creation.  

Economic Contribution 

10.3.15 Economic contribution is measured through the creation of GVA, which in 

turn is a measure of economic impact, distributed through retained profit 

and wages. 

10.3.16 GVA resulting from gross job creation and the net additional employment 

effect to the Wider Study Area from the Proposed Development has been 

calculated by applying the average GVA per worker estimates sourced 

from Oxford Economics (as reported in Table 10.2 and detailed in the 

‘Baseline Conditions’ section of the chapter). 

Workforce Expenditure 

10.3.17 Workforce expenditure is derived from average annual convenience 

expenditure per person, specifically expenditure on food and non-alcoholic 

beverages, in the Wider Study Area, sourced from Experian (refer to Table 

10.2), applied to the number of direct jobs created by the Proposed 

Development.  
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Contribution Towards Renewable Energy Generation 

10.3.18 The Proposed Development’s contribution towards energy generation has 

been assessed using the capacity (MW) of the Proposed Development 

within the context of the existing installed capacity (MW) of solar PV 

across the Wider Study Area and England, according to the DESNZ data 

(refer to Table 10.2) established in section 10.4 ‘Baseline Conditions’ of 

the chapter. 

Local Amenities 

10.3.19 The Proposed Development’s effect on local amenities has been 

assessed through reference to other assessments supporting the 

application, namely visual effects have been assessed in PEIR Chapter 7 - 

Landscape and Visual; the effects of noise have been assessed in the NIA 

(Appendix 2.7); and traffic effects have been assessed in the TS 

(Appendix 2.6). However, these are appropriately considered in this 

chapter to assess the socio-economic effect on local amenities that could 

be caused by these effects in-combination.   

10.3.20 Effects on tourism local amenities, in particular tourist accommodation, 

has been assessed within the context of the number of construction 

workers and available capacity within the identified accommodation 

enterprises as established in section 10.4 ‘Baseline Conditions’ of this 

chapter using data sourced from Visit Britain (refer to Table 10.2). 

Determining the Significance of Effects 

10.3.21 There are no technical significance criteria relating to the assessment of 

socio-economic effects from a proposed development on human 

populations other than those that relate specifically to other technical 

areas such as noise, etc. and these are dealt with in separate PEIR 

chapters / assessments and cross-referenced within this chapter where 

appropriate.  

10.3.22 Accordingly, the approach adopted for the socio-economic assessment 

has been based on professional experience, having regard to the existing 

baseline position and the planning policy context described earlier. 
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equates to 55% of the population (aged 16+) within the Wider Study Area 

and 54% within the Local Study Area. The national average is 61%.   

10.4.6 Of those economically active residents in the Wider Study Area, 127,756 

are in employment which is equivalent to 56% of 16+ year olds; again, 

lower than the national average (57%). The equivalent rate for the Local 

Study Area is 55% (10,857 people). 

10.4.7 5,477 economically active residents of the Wider Study Area are 

unemployed. This represents 2.4% of all residents aged 16+, which is 

marginally lower than the proportion of unemployed residents in England 

(3.5%). The equivalent rate for Local Study Area is 2.5% (484 people). 

Skills and Occupation Profile of Residents 

10.4.8 A higher proportion of residents of the Wider Study Area (21% of all 16+ 

year olds) have no qualifications compared to the national average (18%) 

according to the 2021 Census. The proportion of residents with no 

qualifications in the Local Study Area is 19%. 

10.4.9 Aligned to this, a smaller proportion of residents of the Wider Study Area 

are educated to degree level or higher (28%) compared to the average for 

England (34%). The proportion of residents aged 16+ in the Local Study 

Area is 31%.  

10.4.10 The occupational profile of residents in employment in the Wider Study 

Area is comparable to the national average and the Local Study Area, as 

shown in Table 10.7. The largest proportion of residents in all three areas 

work in professional occupations, although the proportion is lower in the 

Wider Study Area (16%), compared to the average for the Local Study 

Area (19%) and national average (20%).   
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10.4.13 The largest employing industrial sector in the Local Study Area is 

education (15%), in the Wider Study Area it is manufacturing (16%), and in 

England is it health (13%). 

10.4.14 The key industries that are relevant to the assessment of the likely 

significant effects of the Proposed Development comprise construction; 

accommodation and food services; arts, entertainment, recreation, and 

other services; and mining, quarrying, and utilities. 

10.4.15 Construction accounts for 7% of all employment in the Wider Study Area 

(circa 9,000 jobs), which is higher than the national average (5%). Of the 

9,000 construction jobs in the Wider Study Area, circa 700 are within the 

Local Study Area, where the sector accounts for 7% of all employment. 

10.4.16 Accommodation and food services account for 9% of all employment in 

the Wider Study Area (circa 12,250 jobs), which is marginally higher than 

the national average (8%). Of these 12,250 jobs, 1,140 are within the 

Local Study Area, where the sector accounts for 11% of all employment. 

10.4.17 Arts, entertainment, recreation, and other services account for 4% of all 

employment in the Wider Study Area (circa 4,900 jobs), which is 

comparable to the national average. Of these 4,900 jobs, 515 are within 

the Local Study Area, where the sector accounts for 5% of all 

employment. 

10.4.18 Mining, quarrying, and utilities account for 1% of employment in the Wider 

Study Area (circa 1,650 jobs), which is comparable to the national average 

(1%). Of these 1,650 jobs, 255 are within the Local Study Area, where the 

sector accounts for 2% of all employment. 

10.4.19 Currently the Site is predominantly agricultural farmland and used for 

livestock farming (sheep grazing). The existing farming activities currently 

support employment for circa 3 FTE jobs. 

Commuting (Travel to Work Patterns) 

10.4.20 Travel to work data from the 2021 Census identifies that 95% of jobs 

within the Wider Study Area are undertaken by people who also live in the 

Wider Study Area, indicating a high level of labour self-containment. 
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However, the 2021 Census was undertaken during the COVID-19 

pandemic, when a large proportion of the population were working from 

home, as advised by the Government. Therefore, the identified number of 

people who live and work in the Wider Study Area according to the 2021 

Census is thought to be high and not necessarily representative of the 

longer-term trends pre- and post-pandemic. For this reason, data from the 

2011 Census is also considered.  

10.4.21 Data from the 2011 Census identifies that 89% of jobs within the Wider 

Study Area were undertaken by people who also lived in the Wider Study 

Area, indicating a comparable, high level of labour self-containment to the 

2021 Census data. This would suggest that 2021 Census travel to work 

data was less affected by the COVID-19 pandemic in the Wider Study 

Area due to the industrial profile of employment in the Wider Study Area 

(for example, the highest proportion of employment is in the manufacturing 

sector as indicated in Table 10.8) which tends not to facilitate home 

working as much as other industries. The remaining 11% of jobs are taken 

up by people who live elsewhere, including Eden (3%), Dumfries and 

Galloway (2%), and Barrow-in-Furness (1%). The 2011 Census data is 

considered to be more representative of longer-term travel to work 

patterns. 

Businesses 

10.4.22 Employment across the Wider Study Area is supported by 11,000 

business enterprises, according to the ONS 2023 estimate, of which 1,040 

are within the Local Study Area. Table 10.9 provides a count of business 

enterprises by broad industrial sector. 
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convenience goods (including items bought frequently such as staples for 

example, food, drink, and newspapers). Convenience expenditure in the 

Wider Study Area is higher than the national average (£2,723 per person 

per annum). 

10.4.33 63% of the total convenience spend in the Wider Study Area (equivalent to 

£1,860 per person per annum) is specifically spent on food and non-

alcoholic beverages, which is comparable to the national average (£1,847 

per person per annum).   

10.4.34 Expenditure on food and non-alcoholic beverages is considered 

appropriate to use as a proxy for workforce expenditure, which typically 

involves buying food and drink for lunch. The average number of days 

spent working by a FTE worker is 260 days per annum. Applied to the 

annual average spend on food and non-alcoholic beverages per person in 

the Wider Study Area (£1,860) this equates to £7.15 per day. However, an 

independent survey undertaken by Moneypenny (2021)19 reports that the 

average UK worker spends between £15 and £20 a week on lunch, which 

suggests a daily expenditure of between £3 and £4 per worker. To assess 

a worst-case scenario, a daily expenditure of £3 per worker has been 

applied within this assessment, which is equivalent to £780 per annum (on 

the bass that the average FTE worker works 260 days per annum).   

10.4.35 On the basis that the BRES estimates there to be circa 134,250 jobs in the 

Wider Study Area, this would suggest a current workforce expenditure of 

£104.7m per annum in the Wider Study Area, of which £8.0m within the 

Local Study Area (on the basis of 10,250 jobs). 

Renewable Energy Generation 

10.4.36 DESNZ reports than in 2022, solar PV capacity in the Wider Study Area 

was circa 68MW, contributing 9.9% of the North West region’s overall 

solar PV capacity (687MW), and 0.5% of the UK’s solar PV capacity 

(14,651MW).  

 
19   Accessed February 2024 
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10.5 Likely Significant Effects 

Embedded Mitigation 

10.5.1 Relevant measures described in other chapters of this PEIR (for example, 

Landscape and Visual) and the accompanying NIA (Appendix 2.7) and TS 

(Appendix 2.6) will serve to reduce the potential for adverse effects on 

socio-economic aspects, such as the amenity impact of the Proposed 

Development, and are not repeated here. 

Construction Phase 

Effects on Job Creation 

10.5.2 Baseline conditions identified that the Site currently supports employment 

for 3 FTE jobs. It is anticipated that existing employment on the Site will 

not be lost as a result of the Proposed Development because existing 

employees will be retained to support the existing farm enterprises’ wider 

farming activities off of the Site.  

10.5.3 The construction phase will generate employment directly associated with 

the construction of the Proposed Development. It is estimated within the 

TS (Appendix 2.6) that employment for up to 150 construction workers will 

be required on-site during the peak construction period, with the average 

number of workers on-site expected to be between 50 to 80 per day (direct 

jobs).  

10.5.4 As explained in section 10.3 ‘Assessment Methodology’ of this chapter, it 

is not considered that the Proposed Development will displace jobs from 

elsewhere in the Wider Study Area.   

10.5.5 The direct on-Site construction jobs would be required for land 

preparation, equipment installation, and electrical connection, and 

therefore will provide employment for a range of occupation and skill 

levels. Contractors will endeavour to source local labour where possible, 

and baseline conditions identified that there is a resident labour supply 

within the Wider Study Area with a range of skills, occupations, and 

industries to meet this demand. However, a realistic ‘worst-case’ scenario 

for construction employment assumes that all of the construction 
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workforce will be sourced from outside of the Wider Study Area and 

therefore a 100% leakage factor is applied within this assessment.   

10.5.6 In addition to those jobs created as a direct effect of the construction and 

management of the Proposed Development, further indirect employment 

will be supported as a result of spin-off and multiplier effects in the supply-

chain, for example, in the manufacturing and supply of the solar PV 

panels. Whilst it is anticipated that the solar PV panels themselves will be 

produced and imported from outside of the UK, there will be further 

indirect employment effects once the panels arrive in the UK, associated 

with transportation and logistics, for example. 

10.5.7 As detailed at 10.3 ‘Assessment Methodology’ of this chapter, application 

of the Green Book low employment multipliers to the direct number of jobs 

created by construction of the Proposed Development, estimates that a 

further 60 indirect jobs could be supported during the construction phase. 

The indirect jobs could be within supporting supply chains across the 

Wider Study Area, region and nationally.  

10.5.8 It is therefore considered that the Proposed Development will support 150 

direct and 60 indirect jobs during the construction phase. Whilst endeavors 

will be made to ensure that a proportion of these jobs will be available to 

residents of the Wider Study Area, until a contractor is appointed the exact 

number of local jobs that will be supported cannot be guaranteed. 

Therefore, to avoid over-reporting, a worst-case scenario assumes that 

none of these jobs will provide employment for residents of the Wider 

Study Area and therefore there will be a zero net employment effect to the 

Wider Study Area from the Proposed Development during the construction 

phase.  

10.5.9 The sensitivity of construction employment in the Wider Study Area is 

considered to be moderate, noting that there are 9,000 construction jobs in 

the Wider Study Area currently, representing 7% of all employment, of 

which 695 are within the Local Study Area. The magnitude of change is 

considered to be very low in the context of no net employment effect to the 

Wider Study Area, despite the Proposed Development supporting 150 
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Effects on Workforce Expenditure 

10.5.13 The Proposed Development’s 150 direct construction workers will spend 

money in local shops purchasing food and drink, for example, whilst 

working on the construction of the Proposed Development.  

10.5.14 Baseline conditions identified that an individual worker in the Wider Study 

Area could generate convenience expenditure of £780 per annum. Applied 

to the 150 direct jobs supported by the Proposed Development, this 

equates to a workforce expenditure of £117,000 per annum over the 

duration of the construction period. Further expenditure could be 

generated from the construction workforce via accommodation costs. 

10.5.15 The sensitivity of workforce expenditure is considered to be moderate, 

noting that convenience expenditure per person in the Wider Study Area is 

higher than the national average. The magnitude of change is considered 

to be low in the context of the Proposed Development’s creation of 

£117,000 of expenditure per annum, increasing current workforce 

expenditure in the Wider Study Area of £104.7m per annum by just 0.1%, 

and increasing current workforce expenditure in the Local Study Area of 

£8.0m by 1.5%. On this basis, the Proposed Development is considered to 

have a temporary minor beneficial effect on workforce expenditure in the 

Wider and Local Study Areas during the construction phase, which is not 
considered significant. 

Effects on Local Amenity 

10.5.16 Given that the realistic worst-case scenario for construction employment is 

to assume that all of the direct construction workers will originate from 

outside of the Wider Study Area, it is anticipated that the construction 

workforce will have to temporarily relocate to within proximity of the Site, 

thereby placing demand on accommodation within the Local Study Area. 

Baseline conditions (Tables 10.9 and 10.10) identified that there are 1,000 

business enterprises located within the Wider Study Area related to 

accommodation and food services, with 85 of these located within the 

Local Study Area. Specifically, a total of 10 hotels and similar 

accommodation have been identified within the Local Study Area. 
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Furthermore, baseline conditions also identified that serviced 

accommodation within the North West region typically operates at 

between 64% and 82% occupancy across a 12-month period, thereby 

indicating that there is stock, with capacity, to accommodate the Proposed 

Development’s construction workforce. 

10.5.17 PEIR Chapter 7 - Landscape and Visual considers changes to the 

landscape that will have an effect on visual amenity during the 

construction phase. Likely significant adverse effects to residents, walkers, 

and cyclists, who live and are using roads and PRoW within proximity to 

the Site are identified due to open partial views of construction activities. 

However, significant visual effects diminish with distance from the Site and 

all visual effects are identified as short-term and reversible. Furthermore, 

the implementation of best practice measures in accordance with the 

OCEMP (Appendix 5.1) will seek to reduce the visual effects. 

10.5.18 The TS (Appendix 2.6) identifies that the impact of vehicle movements 

associated with construction of the Proposed Development will have a 

negligible impact on the road network and as such are also considered to 

not have a significant impact on walking or cycling activity in the area. The 

TS also identifies that whilst there are no PRoW within the Site, it is 

understood that some pedestrians walk through/utilise sections of the Site 

for dog-walking or leisure purposes. During construction it may be possible 

to maintain local community pedestrian access to informal paths or PRoW 

should any new PRoW be established in advance of construction. The 

potential for maintaining pedestrian access routes will be confirmed in the 

detailed CTMP secured by DCO Requirement.  

10.5.19 The NIA (Appendix 2.7) has not assessed effects from construction noise. 

In relation to construction noise, further information on construction 

techniques, locations, routes, machinery, and duration is provided in 

Chapter 5 - Construction and Decommissioning Methodology and Phasing 

which rules out the likelihood of significant effects occurring.   

10.5.20 Therefore, in light of the findings of PEIR Chapter 7 - Landscape and 

Visual and the TS, it is considered that the effect of the Proposed 
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Development on local amenity in the Local Study Area during the 

construction phase will be major adverse, which is considered 

significant and therefore requires mitigation. 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 

Effects on Renewable Energy Generation 

10.5.21 The Proposed Development will have an export capacity of 150MW.  

10.5.22 Baseline conditions identified that currently the solar PV capacity from 

other sites in the Wider Study Area is circa 68MW and all types of 

renewable energy is 301MW. Therefore, the Proposed Development will 

increase solar PV capacity in the Wider Study Area by 221% and will 

increase all types of renewable energy generation in the Wider Study Area 

by 50%. 

10.5.23 The sensitivity of renewable energy in the Wider Study Area is considered 

to be high, noting the UK government’s commitment towards renewable 

energy generation. The magnitude of change is considered to be high in 

the context of the Proposed Development increasing renewable electricity 

capacity (across all forms of generation) in the Wider Study Area by 50%. 

On this basis, it is considered that the Proposed Development will have a 

major beneficial effect on renewable energy generation in the Wider 

Study Area during the operational and maintenance phase, which is 

considered significant.  

Effects on Local Amenity 

10.5.24 PEIR Chapter 7 -Landscape and Visual considers changes to the 

landscape that will have an effect on visual amenity during the operational 

and maintenance phase. Likely significant adverse effects to residents, 

walkers, and cyclists, who live and are using roads and PRoW within 

proximity to the Site are identified due to open partial views of the Site. 

However, significant visual effects diminish with distance from the Site and 

all visual effects are identified as medium to long-term and reversible.  

Furthermore, planting proposals and their ongoing maintenance will seek 
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to reduce the visual effects on local amenity over the lifetime of the 

Proposed Development. 

10.5.25 The TS (Appendix 2.6) identifies that the impact of vehicle movements 

associated with the operation of the Proposed Development will have a 

negligible impact on the road network and PRoW network. The TS also 

identifies that whilst there are no PRoW within the Site, it is understood 

that some pedestrians walk through/utilise the Site for dog-walking or 

leisure purposes. As such the Proposed Development is concluded not to 

have a significant impact on walking or cycling activity in the area during 

the operational and maintenance phase. It is understood that the approach 

to pedestrian access during the operational and maintenance phase is 

subject to further discussion as this stage. 

10.5.26 The NIA (Appendix 2.7) reports that based on equipment being 

appropriately mitigated and located in accordance with the minimum 

distances cited in the NIA, significant effects from operational noise are 

not anticipated. 

10.5.27 In light of the findings of PEIR Chapter 7 - Landscape and Visual, the TS, 

and NIA, it is considered that the effect of the Proposed Development on 

local amenity in the Local Study Area during the operational and 

maintenance phase will be major adverse, which is considered 

significant and requires mitigation. 

Decommissioning Phase 

10.5.28 As stated in the ‘limitations and assumptions’ section of this chapter, 

decommissioning of the Proposed Development is assumed to generate 

the same socio-economic effects to those during the construction phase. 

10.5.29 Direct jobs will be created on-Site through the requirement to remove all of 

the generating station infrastructure, including modules, mounting 

structures, cabling, and ancillary equipment. There is also the potential for 

indirect jobs to be created resulting from the disposal/recycling of the 

generating station infrastructure, dependent on the good practice 

requirement/market conditions at that time. Whilst it is not possible to 

quantify job creation during the decommissioning phase, it is not 
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anticipated that the number of jobs will be higher than the number created 

during the construction phase. On this basis, it is considered that there will 

be a temporary, negligible effect on job creation in the Wider Study Area 

during the decommissioning phase which is not significant. 

10.5.30 On the basis that the number of jobs created during the decommissioning 

phase will be comparable to the construction phase, it is anticipated that 

the effects on GVA and workforce expenditure will be the same during the 

decommissioning phase and in the construction phase; for GVA this is a 

temporary, negligible effect in the Wider Study Area which is not 

significant; and for workforce expenditure, this is a temporary, minor 
beneficial effect in the Local Study Area which is not significant. 

10.5.31 Effects on local amenity during the decommissioning phase will be major 
adverse, which is considered significant, as accommodation, noise, 

traffic, and visual effects will again be comparable in the decommissioning 

to the construction phase. 

10.6 Mitigation Measures 

10.6.1 Significant adverse socio-economic effects have been identified in relation 

to local amenity during the construction, operational and maintenance, or 

decommissioning phases. As the significant adverse effects are related to 

visual amenity, no further mitigation beyond the mitigation identified in the 

Landscape and Visual PEIR chapter is required. 

10.7 Residual Effects 

10.7.1 The residual effects for all socio-economic receptors are as follows: 

Construction Phase 

 Negligible effect on job creation which is not significant; 
 Negligible effect on economic output which is not significant; 

 Minor beneficial effect on workforce expenditure which is not 
significant; and 

 Major adverse effect on local amenity which is significant. 

Operational and Maintenance Phase 
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 Major beneficial effect on renewable energy generation which is 
significant; and 

 Major adverse effect on local amenity which is significant. 

Decommissioning Phase 

 Negligible effect on job creation which is not significant; 
 Negligible effect on economic output which is not significant; 
 Minor beneficial effect on workforce expenditure which is not 

significant; and 
 Major adverse effect on local amenity which is significant. 

10.8 Cumulative Effects 

Construction Phase 

10.8.1 There is likely to be a beneficial cumulative effect associated with direct 

and indirect employment opportunities, economic output, and workforce 

expenditure during the construction phase from the identified cumulative 

schemes and the Proposed Development combined. Further details on the 

cumulative schemes are set out in PEIR Chapter 2 - EIA Methodology. 

10.8.2 A review of the supporting documentation submitted alongside the 

planning application or DCO application for each of the cumulative 

schemes identifies that such socio-economic effects are not quantified 

consistently (or in some cases, at all) within the documentation. For this 

reason, the cumulative effect on job creation, economic output, and 

workforce expenditure cannot be quantified. 

10.8.3 Furthermore, it is not known whether the construction phase of the 

cumulative schemes will overlap with each other or the Proposed 

Development. To provide a worst-case assessment for employment, 

economic output, and workforce expenditure (that being the scenario 

which results in the fewest jobs created and the least economic output and 

workforce expenditure), it is assumed that the construction phases do not 

overlap and therefore the same construction workforce could work on the 

Proposed Development and the cumulative schemes. On this basis, it is 

considered that the cumulative schemes and the Proposed Development 

combined during the construction phase will have a temporary, negligible 

cumulative effect on job creation and economic output and a temporary, 
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minor beneficial cumulative effect on workforce expenditure in the Wider 

Study Area, which is not considered significant. 

10.8.4 There is the potential for temporary adverse cumulative effects on local 

amenity resulting from noise, traffic and visual impacts of the cumulative 

schemes and Proposed Development combined. However, it is expected 

that any potential adverse effects related to this will be mitigated by each 

individual scheme and therefore any adverse cumulative effects would not 

be significant.  

Operational and Maintenance Phase 

10.8.5 One of the identified cumulative schemes (Ref: 4/23/2198/0F1) will 

produce renewable energy. However, the scheme comprises the erection 

of only two micro wind turbines and therefore the cumulative effect on 

renewable energy generation in the Wider Study Area during the 

operational and maintenance phase would remain the same as assessed 

for the Proposed Development (major beneficial).  

10.8.6 There is the potential for adverse cumulative effects on local amenity 

resulting from noise and visual impacts of the cumulative schemes and 

Proposed Development combined. However, any effects will be mitigated 

by each individual scheme and therefore any adverse effects would not be 

significant. 

Decommissioning Phase 

10.8.7 It is anticipated that the socio-economic cumulative effects during the 

decommissioning phase will be the same as those assessed for the 

construction phase, that being: a temporary, negligible cumulative effect 

on job creation and economic output and a temporary, minor beneficial 

cumulative effect on workforce expenditure in the Wider Study Area.  Such 

effects are not considered significant. There is the potential for temporary 

adverse cumulative effects on local amenity resulting from noise, traffic, 

and visual impacts but which would not be significant. 
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10.9 Progressing to the ES Stage 

10.9.1 Based on this assessment, which does not predict any significant socio-

economic effects apart from those relating to landscape and visual (which 

are assessed in Chapter 7 – Landscape and Visual), it is proposed to 

scope out socio-economics from the ES as a separate chapter and include 

the PEIR conclusions as a technical appendix. 

10.10 Summary 

10.10.1 The socio-economic assessment has considered the likely significant 

effects of the Proposed Development on job creation; economic 

contribution (measured through the creation of GVA); workforce 

expenditure; and local amenity (residential properties, local businesses, 

tourism, and recreation uses). 

10.10.2 The existing agricultural use of the Site (sheep grazing) will temporarily 

cease during construction of the Proposed Development, but during this 

period the existing three FTE employees can work on the farmer’s wider 

land holding. Nonetheless, it is anticipated that a degree of farming activity 

(sheep grazing) can occur the Site over the operational lifespan of the 

Proposed Development. No existing employment will therefore be lost as a 

result of the Proposed Development. 

10.10.3 Additional jobs will be created by the Proposed Development. During 

construction, 150 FTE jobs will be supported directly through construction 

of the Proposed Development related to land preparation, installation, and 

grid connection. Such roles will require a varied occupation and skill set. 

Best endeavors will be made by the appointed contractor to source labour 

from the Wider Study Area. However, a worst-case scenario is that the 

majority, if not all, of these jobs will be sourced from outside of the Wider 

Study Area. In addition to the 150 direct jobs, a further 60 indirect jobs will 

be supported as a result of spin-off and multiplier effects in the supply 

chain. Whilst the solar PV panels themselves will be produced and 

imported from outside the UK, indirect employment will be supported once 

the panels arrive in the UK, associated with transportation to the Site In 

the context of the number of jobs created and existing employment levels, 
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it is considered that the Proposed Development will have a temporary, 

negligible effect on job/employment creation at the Wider Study Area level 

during the construction phase which is not considered significant. 

10.10.4 The jobs created by the construction of the Proposed Development will 

generate economic output in the form of GVA. It is estimated that the 

Proposed Development would create GVA of £11.1m per annum over the 

anticipated 18-month construction period. However, as GVA is aligned 

with employment, a worst-case scenario assumes that this GVA will be 

created outside of the Wider Study Area. On this basis, it is considered 

that construction of the Proposed Development will have a temporary, 

negligible effect on economic output at the Wider Study Area level during 

the construction phase which is not considered significant. 

10.10.5 The 150 direct construction workers will generate estimated expenditure of 

£117,000 per annum through spending on food, fuel, and potentially 

leisure activities. Such spending will support local services to the Site, 

including shops and eateries The Proposed Development will therefore 

have a minor beneficial effect on workforce expenditure during the 

construction phase. 

10.10.6 It is anticipated that the construction workforce will temporarily relocate to 

the area whilst working on the Proposed Development, placing additional 

demand on local accommodation. However, effects on local amenity in 

respect of accommodation services are not anticipated to be significant, 

given that a stock of accommodation facilities, operating with capacity, has 

been identified in the Local Study Area. 

10.10.7 Effects on local amenity during the construction phase will be major 

adverse. This is in relation to visual amenity as assessed in PEIR Chapter 

7 - Landscape and Visual. However, adverse visual effects diminish with 

distance from the Site and implementation of best practice measures will 

seek to minimise visual amenity effects. Effects on local amenity from 

traffic will be negligible to minor adverse in light of the findings of the TS.  

10.10.8 Once operational, the Proposed Development will have a major beneficial 

effect on renewable energy generation in the Wider Study Area increasing 
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the solar PV capacity in the Wider Study Area by 221% and increasing all 

types of renewable energy generation in the Wider Study Area by 50%.   

10.10.9 Nonetheless, the operational and maintenance phase will continue to see 

significant adverse effects on local amenity, namely adverse visual effects 

experienced by residents, walkers and cyclists, who live and are using 

roads and PRoW within proximity to the Site, but these will diminish over 

time as the new planting is established. 

10.10.10 Decommissioning of the Proposed Development will generate similar 

socio-economic effects to those during the construction phase.  The 

effects during decommissioning are therefore generally beneficial and 

associated with employment. However, some adverse amenity effects are 

expected due to disturbance from noise and traffic. 

10.10.11 Table 10.14 contains a summary of the preliminary assessment of the 

likely significant effects of the Proposed Development. 










