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Figures

Figure 1: Ponds North Site

Figure 2: Watercourses and Pond South Site

Figure 3: Otter and Water Vole Survey Results
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Introduction

Overview

This report presents the results of an otter and water vole survey for the
Dean Moor Solar Farm (the Proposed Development), commissioned by
FVS Dean Moor Limited. This Otter and Water Vole Survey Report forms
Appendix 8.4 of Chapter 8 — Biodiversity of the PEIR for the Proposed

Development.

The Proposed Development is located on land between the villages of
Gilgarran and Branthwaite in West Cumbria (the Site) which is situated

within the administrative area of Cumberland Council (the Council).

The purpose of the otter and water vole survey is to identify the presence
of these species across the Site, and the potential for the watercourses to
support these species. The results will be used to inform the ecological
impact assessment, as well as the evolving design of the Proposed

Development.

Site Location and Description

The Site is 279.50 hectares (‘ha’) in area and is located between the
villages of Gilgarran and Branthwaite in West Cumbria (PEIR Figure 1.1).
The Site is bisected by a minor road that runs between Gilgarran and

Branthwaite Edge hereafter referred to as the “Gilgarran Road”.

The Site is predominantly pasture that is grazed by sheep. It is generally
drained by a series of unnamed minor watercourses which run broadly
south to north and west to east in Area C. The watercourses coalesce

near Branthwaite Rigg and flow north to ultimately join the River Derwent.

The land within the Site has a varied topography with steep-sided hills
associated with Thief Gill in Area C; and flat land to the north, east and
west around Areas A and B. Small areas of plantation woodland are

present in and adjacent to Areas A and B.
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Land surrounding the Site is dominated by grazing pasture and arable
farmland, with large areas of plantation woodland also located north, east

and west of the Site.

Proposed Development

The Proposed Development comprises the proposed construction,
operation and maintenance, and decommissioning of a renewable energy
generating project on 279.50ha of land between the villages of Gilgarran

and Branthwaite in West Cumbiria.

The Proposed Development will have the capacity to export up to 150MW
of electricity at any time. The generating station would also involve the

construction and operation of up to 100MW of BESS.

A concept layout of the Proposed Development is presented in the PEIR

(Figure 3.1). Site areas are shown on PEIR Figure 3.3.
Report Objectives

The objectives of this report are to:

= Qutline survey methodologies and relevant survey guidance; and
®  Detail the results of the survey.

34641/A5/Appendix 8.4 A2 March 2024






P
°
(9

4

D «
s u « &U
Y H\
17
" /’
W
(2]
» ( 5
) RO
"‘ e L
» oy % - ,,:’ ~
hg & #7 A\
3 “., -~ ¥
! \
P .

3DWK & ?8VHUV?WOHWHQGULH?'RFXPHQWV?$UF* 6?23URMHFWV? ? DSU[




5 Site Photographs

Photograph 2: Showing habitat context of Photograph 1 location.
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Photograph 4: Potential otter couch (flattened grass on right-hand side of culvert).
Location subsection 2b watercourse.
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Photograph 5: Trail camera image of otter. Location subsection 1b NY 05138 22841
(under a concreate bridge looking downstream).

Photograph 6: Watercourse subsection 1a.
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