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Solar Farm

1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

1.1.1 This report presents the results of a breeding bird survey for the Dean Moor
Solar Farm (the Proposed Development), commissioned by FVS Dean Moor
Limited. This Breeding Bird Survey Report forms Appendix 8.5 of Chapter 8 —
Biodiversity of the PEIR for the Proposed Development.

1.1.2 The Proposed Development is located on land between the villages of
Gilgarran and Branthwaite in West Cumbria (the Site) which is situated within

the administrative area of Cumberland Council (the Council).

1.1.3 The purpose of the breeding bird survey is to identify the species using the
Site and determine which habitats may be important for breeding species. The
results will be used to inform the ecological impact assessment, as well as the

evolving design of the Proposed Development.
1.2 Site Location and Description

1.2.1 The Site is 279.50 hectares (‘ha’) in area and is located between the villages
of Gilgarran and Branthwaite in West Cumbria (PEIR Figure 1.1). The Site is
bisected by a minor road that runs between Gilgarran and Branthwaite Edge

hereafter referred to as the “Gilgarran Road”.

1.2.2 The Site is predominantly pasture that is grazed by sheep. It is generally
drained by a series of unnamed minor watercourses which run broadly south
to north and west to east in Area C. The watercourses coalesce near

Branthwaite Rigg and flow north to ultimately join the River Derwent.

1.2.3 The land within the Site has a varied topography with steep-sided hills
associated with Thief Gill in Area C; and flat land to the north, east and west
around Areas A and B. Small areas of plantation woodland are present in and

adjacent to Areas A and B.
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Appendix A Non-Breeding Species

Forty-two bird species were recorded during the survey visits for which no evidence

of breeding was noted. These included:

Individuals flying over the Site;

Species which may breed locally but for which suitable nesting habitat
does not occur within the Site;

Species where no behaviour was observed that suggested breeding was
taking place.

Non-breeding/possible breeding species are summarised in Table A1 below, along

with BTO code, number of territories, and BoCC status, and an indication of S.41

status.

Table A1: Non-breeding/possible breeding bird species recorded during the survey.

BTO code Common name Scientific name BoCC status Protection
BF Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Amber Section 41
BZ Buzzard Buteo buteo Green
CG Canada goose Branta canadensis Green
CuU Curlew Numenius arquata Red Section 41
FF Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Red Schedule 1
GB gGL:ﬁat black-backed Larus marinus Amber
GC Goldcrest Regulus regulus Green
GO Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Green
GL Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea Amber
GR Greenfinch Chloris chloris Red
GW Garden warbler Sylvia borin Green
GJ Greylag goose Anser anser Amber
HS House sparrow Passer domesticus Red Section 41
HG Herring gull Larus argentatus Red Section 41
J. Jay Garrulus glandarius Green
JD Jackdaw Corvus monedula Green
K. Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Amber
L. Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Red Section 41
LB Lesser black-backed Larus fuscus Amber
gull
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LR Lesser redpoll Acanthis cabaret Red Section 41

GR Greenfinch Chloris chloris Red

MA Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Amber

MP Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis Amber

MS Mute swan Cygnus olor Green

ocC Oystercatcher Haematopus Amber

ostralegus

PE Peregrine Falco peregrinus Green Schedule 1

PH Pheasant Phasianus colchicus Introduced

PW Pied wagtail Motacilla alba Green

RE Redwing Turdus iliacus Amber Schedule 1

RN Raven Corvus corax Green

RO Rook Corvus frugilegus Amber

SN Snipe Gallinago gallinago Amber

SC Stonechat Saxicola rubicola Green

SG Starling Sturnus vulgaris Red Section 41

SH Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Amber

Sl Swift Apus apus Red

SL Swallow Hirundo rustica Green

SM Sand martin Riparia riparia Green

TP Tree pipit Anthus trivialis Red Section 41

WO Wood warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix | Red Section 41

Y. Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Red Section 41

YW Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava Red Section 41
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