
 

Great North Road Solar & Biodiversity Park – EN010162 
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council – Reference number:  

Deadline 5 response 

 

Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council remain disappointed with the lack of specific information 

received by the applicant. 

While we have received an email from the applicant there was a lack of specific information that 

would help us to assess the impact of the project on our village. 

The assessments made by the applicant, such as traffic survey, the wildlife study, visual impact 

on heritage assets... the list goes on, are all scant and do not reflect the reality at Carlton-on-

Trent. The traffic assessment along the Ossington Road, B1164, does not reflect reality, we are 

therefore unable to accept the noise assessment and question its validity in this project. 

Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council are perplexed at how the applicant can consider installing a 

substation off the Ossington Road (B1164) when there are clearly other significantly better 

options available. We have put this to the applicant in an email and await a reply. 

Given that there is a likelihood that substations will remain after other parts of this project are 

decommissioned in 40 years’ time, we urge the Inspectorate to insist that the applicant sites this 

piece of infrastructure, if it remains necessary, in a different place.  

A copy of the email received from the applicant on 26th March and our response is attached. 



 

 

 



  

 



By email 15.04.2026 
Hi , 
Thank you for the information in your email. 
 
We notice this reply came March 26th 10:11am, the morning after the Deadline 4 closure, which also 
occurred after Deadline 3 closure. 
 
For clarity: The questions you have responded to are those that were posed primarily in relation to our 
concerns regarding the substation and noise (created by traffic), which were in a different email chain. 
 
The questions regarding flood alleviation at Carlton-on-Trent below have not been answered by anyone. 
In the interest of simplicity, I have included all questions together on the attached and hope that you can 
continue to pull the necessary advisor's responses together. 

1. a proposed image of the substation. 

Thank you, we had located these images, however there is a difference in the sizes of the two and you have 
not specified which is planned for Carlton. We have read Carlton substation will be constructed in Work Area 
4,  
Please confirm that the planned substation is NOT a 400kV (which are planned for Work Area 5) but IS a 
132kV substation. 

2. Dimensions of the substation 

We had already identified which field you plan to put the substation, next to Carlton Wood, an Ancient 
Woodland. 
Please provide specific dimensions, if this has yet to be confirmed please say so. We are trying to build up an 
understanding of the proposal and how it will impact on its immediate environment, hence why we ask 
about distance from the road and what screening is planned below. 

3. plan showing distance from the road and the wood 

See above 

4. where the cables coming to and from the substation will be routed. 

From fig 5.1: 

 



 
This does not help to show where the cables will be coming from or going to. Is it possible to show with 
arrows? Orange ‘cable’ lines are disjointed, the line in the proposed substation field is not connected to 
anything, presumably this is covered by the red line. Could you please send us image 5.1 without the redline 
to help us understand proposed cable layout, with a better explanation please. This in turn will help to 
answer question 5 below. 
 
If we have assumed correctly that cabling will go between the woods along the B1164, how do you propose 
to fit the trench here? 
Cabling near the substation will be of significant size meaning trenches will be 30m wide, the road ranges in 
width between the woods from 4.7m to 5.2 at its widest. This is not wide enough forcing you to go along the 
roadside verges, cutting into the tree roots AND into the woods - which you have scoped out of the EIA and 
say will not be part of the project. To be clear the verges form part of the wood, they are not adopted by 
highways and belong to the estate. 
 
The width of the areas between the woods and the road also varies on each side; the north 1.8m – 5.75m, 
and the south 4.7m – 6.75m. Total width ranges from 11.3m – 17.3m. No where is wide enough to take a 
30m wide trench (the figure you sent us) and as you can see there are areas that will not accommodate the 
12m trench either.   

5. where and how this will connect to the main grid 

See above 

6. What size are the cables, both dimension and current 

To enable us to understand the points raised in question 4 above, and given number of panels in each field is 
already known, please be specific for the cable size to be used at Carlton and therefore the trench size. 

7. how are the cables insulated/protected 

Answered 

8. how deep down into the ground do the cables go 

You provided information on trench width; we were unable to locate the trench depth. This is to give us an 
indication of the likelihood of damage to tree roots and volume of soil being removed. 

9. where will the soil go that is dug out 

Thank you for the explanation of soil management however the question of where the soil will go remains 
unanswered. This will impact on HGV movements. 

10. what visual impact will this have on the area. 

We were specifically talking here about the substation. We understand screening may be added from tree 
and/or hedge planting, but where will this be (there is already a hedge), be specific. You have also identified 
there will be meadow planting around the substation. 
If this is not yet known, please say. 
  



11. How will you mitigate visual impact 

The installation of cabling will destroy current tree screening due to root destruction, and any mitigation to 
match that removed will take 100+ years to establish! 
 

12. what noise measurements have you taken and where from 

We are still assessing the impact of noise due to the increase in HGV movements on the Ossington Road, 
B1164 

13. What affect this will have on the wildlife in the Ancient wood 

Apologies – we were focusing on the effect of the substation on Carlton Wood, therefore your previous answer 
was too broad. 

In the Non-Technical Summary https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-
documents/EN010162-000210-GNR_6.1.1_ES_Non-Technical%20Summary_Part%201%20of%204.pdf page 
22-23 it specifically states that: 
 "The potential adverse effects have been minimised by designing the Development to avoid, as far as 
possible, the most sensitive ecological features, such as ancient woodland." (my bold)  
 
and yet here you plan to put a substation surrounded on three sides by ancient woodland. 
 

14. How will vehicles access the site. 

Again, we are focusing on the Carlton-on-Trent area and access to the proposed substation site, apologies I didn’t 
make the clear previously. That said we were able to locate the site access point PA14, thank you.  
If PA14 is to be a secondary access that would indicate following construction the access will cease to exist, how 
will the maintenance of the proposed substation be carried out. If we have misunderstood, please let us know.  

 

15. How many vehicle visits will be required to construct the substation and how will this be managed 

Could you please explain traffic movements to and from the proposed substation site and how many you 
anticipate that will be and for how long  

a) during construction 
b) during operation 
c) and if you know...during decommissioning (if that was to happen) 

 

16. How will the site be maintained post erection 

Related to if the access point was removed – which would also mean the access would need to be of a 
different design to that currently proposed and the road here is narrow. 

17. Post operation will the site be decommissioned and returned to its current state, including 
removal of underground structures 

Thank you for steering us to the correct document. We understand there is no intention to remove any of the 
underground cabling following decommissioning. Could you confirm if that is correct? 

https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010162-000210-GNR_6.1.1_ES_Non-Technical%20Summary_Part%201%20of%204.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010162-000210-GNR_6.1.1_ES_Non-Technical%20Summary_Part%201%20of%204.pdf


If we have misunderstood, or if some cables are to be removed could you confirm which in the Carlton-on-Trent 
area? 
The land is saturated for long periods of time and we are concerned about long term degradation of the cabling 
and, what would seem to be inevitable land contamination. 

18. Use of current substation and/or current substation site at Carlton-on-Trent. 

As you will be aware there is already a substation at Carlton-on-Trent. 
Could you explain what process you went through to discount this. If you could include any communication with 
National Grid regarding this that would help us to understand. 
 
We do not profess to be experts on how the grid system works, but to use the existing substation, or at least share 
this site would have prevented so many of the problems identified above.  
 

• The current substation already has vehicular access  

• Infrastructure such as hard standing and security is already in place. 

• Access to the grid already exists. 

• The site is a substantial size and would accommodate a further substation should it not be possible to 
piggyback onto the existing one 

• Screening is established – there may be a need to extend this if a second substation was to be built but 
we consider this would still be an improvement on the current proposed site. 

• The site is shielded by the bund effect of the slip road also mitigating noise  

• You will not be destroying trees in an ancient wood 

• There would be less restricting access to Carlton Wood for wildlife since one side would now be open 

• The expectation is that substations will exist beyond the 40 years - after the rest of the project is 
decommissioned. This option will enable the current ancient woodland to become significantly more 
important due to the passage of time. The land will be retained for agriculture, and Carlton will after 40 
years still have only one area that contains substation infrastructure NOT two. 

 
Please give any explanation in response in simplistic terms and refrain from using jargon.  
 

Flood mitigation measures at Carlton-on-Trent 
 

1. For Carlton-on-Trent: please send a map showing where any SuDS works will be placed. 
There has been significant discussion regarding SUDs with the indication that plans have been discussed, we 
have not yet seen any indication that you have considered any flood alleviation measures for Carlton-on-
Trent 

2. If you are able, please say how the SUDs will be constructed and when. Where will the soil go if 
any is to be removed.  

If you do not yet know please say. 
 

3. How will the SuDS be maintained. 
Any SUDs will cease to be effective if it is not maintained. How often will maintenance take place. 

4. If the SUDs are not effective, what alternative will be implemented. What is ‘Plan B?’  
We are concerned that little significance has been placed on the impact of the runoff and the effect it will 
have on our village. We have come to this conclusion due to the lack of feedback and following the 
discussions we have had.  
 

5. Where and when, were two crops harvested in one year, what were they, and which field(s) 
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