
Responses to Q1.17.16 of the ExA’s first written questions, on behalf of Hillam 
Solar Limited 

 

Please note that Hillam Solar Limited (“HSL”) is the company developing Hillam Solar 
Farm and is the beneficiary of the option agreement over plots 19-005, 19-011, 19-012 & 
12-075. Noventum Power Limited (“NPL”) is the parent company of HSL but does not 
itself hold those land interests. Accordingly, these responses are submitted on behalf of 
HSL as the entity whose interests are directly affected by the proposed cable corridor. 

In response to Q1.17.16, the views of Hillam Solar Limited are as follows: 

a) Hillam Solar Farm would not be able to co-exist with route option CRC3-4 
because the cable corridor would cut through and sterilise a significant part of the 
consented layout, including land intended for solar panels and other key 
infrastructure. This would result in the removal of panels and associated 
infrastructure, reduce Hillam Solar Farm’s installed generating capacity and 
materially prejudice its delivery in accordance with its consented layout. This is 
visibly demonstrated on the ‘Overlay Plan’ appended below and submitted with 
these responses. The issue is referenced as such in paragraph 7 of the 
representation submitted on behalf of HSL on 15th September 2026. 
 

b) The suite of rights and restrictive covenants sought in Schedule 9 in respect of the 
relevant plots (19-005, 19-011, 19-012 & 12-075) extends significantly beyond the 
installation and maintenance of an underground cable, which has been the focus 
of discussions to date between HSL and the Applicant. The rights sought include 
extensive rights to install, operate, inspect, maintain, replace and renew a wide 
range of infrastructure; rights of access with vehicles and plant; drainage rights; 
rights relating to ecological works; and restrictive covenants affecting 
development, changes to ground levels, tree planting and certain construction 
activities. HSL considers that there may be scope to agree a more limited package 
of rights and restrictions sufficient to facilitate an underground cable within route 
option CRC3-4a without materially constraining  the construction or operation of 
Hillam Solar Farm. Any such arrangement would be subject to formal agreement 
of provisions adequately protecting Hillam Solar Farm and its associated 
infrastructure. However, the wider rights currently sought in Schedule 9 would be 
materially detrimental to the construction and operation of Hillam Solar Farm 
because they could affect its apparatus, including solar panels, inverters and 
cables, as well as its access arrangements, drainage, landscaping and fencing.  
 

c) The Applicant should confirm the precise method of installation proposed for 
each route option. The Applicant should also identify the document(s), 



commitments and/or DCO provisions through which any such methodology 
would be secured. As regards route option CRC3-4, HSL considers that the route 
would remain incompatible with the construction and operation of Hillam Solar 
Farm, irrespective of the installation methodology. Based on discussions between 
HSL and the Applicant and the contents of the Interrelationships Report, HSL 
understands that route option CRC3-4a, being the route that HSL would wish the 
Applicant to commit to, is intended to be installed by horizontal directional drilling 
(“HDD”). This should enable the cable to be installed without interfering with 
Hillam Solar Farm’s apparatus or causing damage to the existing hedgerow to 
which it aligns and which forms part of Hillam Solar Farm’s landscaping and 
ecological strategy as part of its planning consent. Regardless of the intended 
method of installation, sufficient provisions will need to be formally agreed 
between the Applicant and HSL to protect the ability to construct and operate 
Hillam Solar Farm. 
 

d) HSL is not in a position to verify the total length of either route option, which is a 
matter for the Applicant to confirm. From HSL's perspective, the principal issue is 
not the overall length of the route, which should not be a factor in determining 
which route is utilised by the Applicant, but its location and the resulting impact 
on the construction and operation of Hillam Solar Farm, as addressed above 
primarily in response to question a). 
 

e) It is HSL’s understanding that route option CRC3-4a is the route aligning the 
interconnecting cable with an existing hedgerow but ultimately this is for the 
Applicant to confirm.  
 

As a general point, HSL considers that route option CRC3-4a may be capable of being 
accommodated within Hillam Solar Farm, subject to agreement of the necessary 
technical and legal protections. These would include (without limitation) a fixed cable 
corridor, appropriate rights and restrictions, an agreed construction methodology, 
protection of Hillam Solar Farm infrastructure, coordination arrangements, 
reinstatement obligations and suitable protective provisions and/or an asset protection 
agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1: Overlay Plan 

 

  



Pond

HILLAM COMMON LANE

Solar Panels

Hilliam Gardens

7.9m

AUSTFIELD LANE

Track

Garage

Hillam Common

Nursery

Drain

D
rain

1.
52

m
 T

B

7.9m

Track

ETL

D
rain

Drain

PIG
H

ILL N
O

O
K R

O
AD

Green Lane Farm

D
rain

Drain

D
ef

rry Tree

D
ef

Austfield House

D
rain

8.5m

1.52m RH

Holyrood

1.52m RH
Track

Ru n

Field

Drain

South Barn

D
ra

in

Drain

She ton Firs

D
rain

Mayfield

Path (um)

Drain

Hillgate

Botany Bay

D
rain

7.6m

Drain

Dr
ai

n

SD

8 2m

Playing Field

HILLAM COMMON LANE

STOCKING LANE

Tank

Def

1.52m SB

Meadowside

1.52m
 RH

Track

Drain

Track

8.5m

Drain

House

Drain

Drain

Pond

Milefield

Track

Def

D
ra

in

1.52m TB

7.9m

Pighill

 

Roe Lane Bridge

Sewage

Drain

.22m RH

Def

Track

Hillam Grange

f

ETL

Track

Hillam Common

Talania

GP

Farm

Drain

Drain

Works

LO
W

FIELD
 R

O
AD

D
ef

ETL

 rm

WOODLANDS LANE

Hi lam Lodge

Drain

Tank

Nook

Track

Austfield House

Drain

ket Ground

WOODLANDS LANE

1.52m Tk H

East Burn Farm

Drain

D
rain

D
rain

Ashfield

Drain

Farm

D
rain

7.6m

Drain

View

Meadow Farm

HI LAM COMMON LANE

1.52m TB

Bower's House

XXXX

X
X

X

XXXX

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

XXXX

 
 

0

00

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

          

 

  V S  S Y S  

S  

PLAN SHOW NG IND CAT VE 6kV S NGLE C RCU T CONNECTION

 

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

XXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX

XXXX
XXXXX

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X X X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

CRC3-4

CRC3-4a

A

B

C

9 10 11 12

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description: Overlay - Light Valley Solar Route Options CRC3-4/CRC3-4a
& Hillam Solar Farm Layout
Hillam Solar Limited

6th Floor 2 London Wall Place, London,
United Kingdom, EC2Y 5AU

Scale:

Drawing-No:

Plot date:
05/10/26

Path:

Project:

Date: Name:

Hillam Solar Farm
2022-002_4

1:2000 (A0)

Legend

Boundary

Standard 66kV Sub Station & Metering Room

Fence

Green Areas /Tree (see Landscape Plan for planting
proposals)

Internal access road

Gate

Medium Voltage Transformer Station

XXX

PV Module

Northern Powergrid Overhead line

Distribution Overhead Line

DELIVERY SUB-STATION
COMMUNICATION

SUBSTATION
AUX TRAFO

Delivery Substation, Communication Substation &
Aux Trafo

Drain

Date Name
A.L.06/10/2026

Index
RevA

Existing Track

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Initial Drawing

A C C E S S  R O A D

DNO COM OUND

2 4m HIGH GA VAN SED SECURI  A ISADE ENCE

CUS OMER COM OUND

                

PLAN SHOWING INDICATIVE 66kV SINGLE CIRCUIT CONNECTION

R R R

 

Yorkshire Water Pipe 250mm (5m offset)

Light Valley Solar - Route Option CRC3-4

Light Valley Solar - Route Option CRC3-4a

AutoCAD SHX Text
A

AutoCAD SHX Text
HIGH LEVEL STRAINER /  LOW LEVEL DISCONNECTOR

AutoCAD SHX Text
HIGH LEVEL DISCONNECTOR

AutoCAD SHX Text
TX  MARSHALLING KIOSK

AutoCAD SHX Text
DNO RELAY / CONTROL ROOM

AutoCAD SHX Text
METERING  ROOM

AutoCAD SHX Text
A

AutoCAD SHX Text
HIGH LEVEL STRAINER /  LOW LEVEL DISCONNECTOR

AutoCAD SHX Text
HIGH LEVEL DISCONNECTOR

AutoCAD SHX Text
TX  MARSHALLING KIOSK

AutoCAD SHX Text
DNO RELAY / CONTROL ROOM

AutoCAD SHX Text
METERING  ROOM


	05.10 Final responses to ExA question.pdf
	Overlay Plan - CRC3-4&a & Hillam Solar Farm.pdf
	Sheets and Views
	LayoutA0 V2



