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Sustainable energy is necessary and the means to produce sustainable energy is to be applauded. Creating a conduit for
sustainable energy on the site proposed at Minster Marshes, Ramsgate, will increase carbon emissions. It will decimate
an existing carbon sink. It will lead to the extinction of at least three endangered animals that exclusively breed in the area
proposed for the energy converter. The site is a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Furthermore, the people of Minster and
surrounding villages will have their lives upended by this project. Those who earn a living via the thriving tourist industry
that centres around Pegwell Bay and the coast will have their livelihoods destroyed.
Why I am opposed to this proposal.
The development will be 28 meters tall (the height of a 10 storey building) covering a huge 9 hectares (22 acres), within
meters of Hackling Marshes Site of Special Scientific interest, known for it’s Nightingales and red listed species.
Sir Roger Gale MP has publicly stated that it is “An act of environmental vandalism”. 
The proposed construction schedule is seven days a week 7am to 7pm and 5pm finish on weekends. Surrounding pubs &
cafes will no longer be financially viable. 
The site lies in a groundwater flood zone, surrounded by ditches. The converter station would be built next to the Minster
Stream, which flows into the tidal River Stour and out to Pegwell Bay.
The Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) plans are inadequate, the soft clay soil drains poorly and is unsuitable for
heavy construction, as structures sink into it. In an attempt to address this, a late application was made to raise the
building 2 meters using 40,000 lorry loads of aggregate and deep piles to stabilise the building, however the bedrock is too
deep to support the piles.
A permanent 10 meter wide haul road would cross the marsh, with 27 culverts at water crossings, due the important
archeology under the marshes the road is required to sit on top, this will again be a challenge on this soil type.
Roads and footpaths would be closed during construction.
The project requires large volumes of water, and project documents note a risk of groundwater contamination, on which
Thanet relies.
The area was heavily bombed in World War II, creating a high risk of unexploded ordnance for excavations deeper than
three meters.
Pegwell Bay where the cables will make landfall is a North East Kent Marine Protected Area (NEKMPA) a highly protected
area for nature conservation:
Two Special Areas of Conservation (Thanet Coast SAC & Sandwich Bay SAC)
A Special Protection Area (Thanet Coast & Sandwich Bay SPA)
A Wetland of International Importance (Thanet Coast & Sandwich Bay Ramsar site)
Site of Special Scientific Interest (all Thanet Coast SSSI – see below, and part of the Sandwich Bay to Hacklinge Marshes
SSSI)
Kent’s largest National Nature Reserve – the ‘Sandwich and Pegwell Bay NNR‘
Thanet Coast Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ)


