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Recently I attempted to speak at the OFH but was completely overwhelmed by emotion at having to publicly voice my
experience of living next to the site of the SPR substations. The constant stress for myself and my husband can often be
completely overwhelming. 
Both  showed me great kindness and compassion and invited me to put in my submission
in writing. As I explain to , ‘putting into writing’ is much harder than it sounds - not only am I not adept at the
skill of consolidating information and presenting it in a succinct way but my mental health is severely compromised -
having to relive past experiences in order to facilitate the ExA with the reality of what we are experiencing forces me to
hold these unpleasant moments in the present which it is a hard thing to do. It is my view that I have no choice but to
comply with this request, as failure to do so could be interpreted as indifference or even support for this application. I am
therefore impelled to share a few experiences of the reality of living next to the SPR substation site in the hope that you
will turn down the National Grid Sealink application.
My husband and I live in Friston in a Grade ll listed house that shares a boundary with the SPR substation site at Friston.
When the first application was made by SPR and the local community expressed their concerns about traffic, roads not
being fit for purpose, mental health, noise, dust and light pollution - our concerns were dismissed and we were assured
that procedures would be put in place that would protect us.
I am now living the reality and wanted to share that these procedures that were put in place by that ExA panel are not
being followed. We have been abandoned to the behaviours of subcontractors whose focus is on their profit margins and
not the wellbeing of those impacted by their cost cutting exercises. 
We were assured that we would be kept well informed, there would be designated routes for large heavy plant; there
would be mitigation for dust; noise and light pollution would be monitored. However, the sub-contractors employed on this
project are not following many of these guidelines… not until they are made to by us reporting problems - that comes at a
cost to us, both mentally and literally.
We were also told that we would have a say in the design of the final buildings, colour, roof type etc… (non of this was
available at the time for the ExA as SPR wanted to use the latest/best design and materials which were constantly
improving - a plausible explanation if were only true.) We are currently being presented with the final designs etc… during
this three stage process suggestions were put forward by us the community, these were very firmly rejected by the people
in charge as their brief is to build to a very tight budget - so instead of doing the right thing for the community, environment
and wildlife, the whole project is being lead by the most cost efficient option for them and their shareholders - we are
getting the cheapest option, there is no ‘design’ of merit involved.
A representative of SPR told us to keep receipts for any planting we did in order to provide mitigation for the house. We
have spent many thousands of pounds planting trees and shrubs between the proposed site and our home - when we
went to present the receipts were were told that it had not been in the remit of that person to make that claim. The cost
was ours to bear.
We are now unable to enjoy our house or garden due to the disruption from the site - Estate Agents have advised us that
our property is currently unsellable - we have to wait for the projects to be completed so that a prospective buyer knows
what the reality of living next to substations and an inter-connector will be, and even then, due to the blight from the
projects, we should expect the property value to be for far less than we paid for it. That means we are stuck, unable to
move - with the responsibility of maintaining a grade II listed house that has been stripped of the heritage provided by its
surrounding landscape - we would never have even contemplated buying this house had we known of what was coming.
We are old, so if we die before the projects are completed, that burden falls on our children. This is a huge financial and
emotional cost to us, with no acknowledgment or compensation from National Grid and SPR - and now National Grid and
Sealink want to access this site for their project to connect to the grid, thus extending the length of time and disruption for
us. All that is bad enough, but in addition we have to act as policeman to ensure that subcontractors are doing the ‘right
thing’ so that we can have some semblance of a life - This constant task of keeping SPR honest makes its ever more
difficult to find any joy in our circumstances.
Archeological digs: Sounds pretty harmless but this has involved dumper trucks, bull dozers and cranes, often working in
teams (One crane to three dumper trucks), usually there were two teams and a bulldozer to mange the enormous earth
mountains that were created. As the days got hotter the dust problem got progressively worse until it was unbearable, our
eyes were constantly itchy - we rang the Community contact person to say that they needed to increase the dust
mitigation as it wasn’t sufficient, only to discover that there was non in place. The site was closed down whilst dust
management was ‘onboarded’. Several days passed, work on the site re-started and we were assured that the dust
management was now in place. There didn’t seem to be much of a difference, so when I was out walking the dog, which
took me past the site, I enquired what dust management was in place and that perhaps it needed increasing as it clearly
wasn’t sufficient. I discovered that there was still no dust mitigation in place. The head Archeologist had just pulled part of
his team off the site as the working conditions were not safe for them because of the dust - he asked if I was making a
formal complaint, because if I was that enabled him to shut the entire site down. The site was shut down. What I found out
was that they had got a bowser, but no driver with the correct licence, in addition they had not yet found a local water
source to supply the bowser. 
In short, the works on site had been started without the bowser in place, when work was halted due to our complaint they
found a bowser (which was not fit for purpose as it had no driver or water source) and re-opened the site as they
‘technically’ had a bowser. They were ‘found out’ again by us complaining and work on site was halted until they had
fulfilled their obligations. How dishonest and disappointing is that? That is the quality of person that our community is at
the mercy of.
At the same time as all this we were also constantly feeding back how intolerable the noise was at our house - when they
finally got the correct dust mitigation in place the type and number of dumper trucks changed - suddenly we had much
larger ones, with huge wheels and quieter engines, their reversing warning was a squawk rather than a penetrating beep,
resulting in a considerable reduction in the noise - yet again an example of us having to fight for the protections that had
been put in place. We had had to endure many weeks of appalling disruption before ‘the right thing’ was done.
Additionally, all the earth that was moved (which was many, many tones) then had to be put back into the vast trenches






