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M42 junction 6
Improvement scheme
Public Consultation

We’re making journeys better in the 
Midlands by operating, maintaining 
and modernising major A roads 
and motorways - delivering a 
big government investment 
programme. We’re committed to 
ensuring that the region’s roads are 
fit for now and for the future.

This consultation will run for seven 
weeks, from 9 December 2016  
until 27 January 2017.

We look forward to hearing from you.



Introduction

Highways England is developing options to improve 

junction 6 of the M42 to allow better movement of traffic 

on and off the A45, supporting access to Birmingham 

Airport and preparing capacity for the new HS2 station.

Junction 6 of the M42 connects the M42 to the A45  
to the east of Birmingham near the National Exhibition 
Centre (NEC). It has almost reached capacity causing 
severe congestion and delays across the network. 
This congestion will increase as traffic levels grow 
due to the planned and aspirational developments  
in the area.

In order to relieve the congestion, we plan  
to undertake a comprehensive upgrade of the 
junction. This will also accommodate the planned 
developments, and provide added resilience 
to ensure that future developments can be 
accommodated with minimum disruption to  
the public.

Over the last year we have identified and 
assessed a number of options and have 
concluded that the best way to improve  
the capacity of the M42 junction 6 would be 
to provide a new link from the A45 Clock 
Interchange to the M42 south of the junction.

We have developed 3 options, which we 
believe meet the investment, road user  
and community needs, and would like  
to hear your views on these options.
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Why do we need this scheme?

M42 junction 6 lies at the heart of an area of 
dynamic growth and is surrounded by a unique 
mix of existing and proposed major assets that 
serve both the local and wider economy. Current 
levels of congestion are having a serious effect on 
communities and businesses and would constrain 
future development planned in the area. 

Improving the M42 junction 6 will:

�	 Promote safe and reliable operation  
of the wider corridor 
The scheme will improve the safety of the 
network by providing further resilience 
and capacity, reducing driver stress and 
enabling safer access to and from the 
motorway.

�	 Increase capacity of the junction 
The scheme will improve traffic flow by 
removing a significant amount of vehicles 
from the roundabout at junction 6. 

�	 Improve access to key businesses 
Junction 6 is the gateway to an expanding 
Birmingham Airport, the National Exhibition 
Centre, Birmingham Business Park and 
other key businesses in the area. In addition 
to this planned growth there is also the 
proposed HS2 station, expected to be 
operational by 2026. The improvements to 
junction 6 will support access to these key 
businesses.

�	 Support future economic growth 
Current congestion and journey time 
reliability issues on the M42 and at  
junction 6 are significant constraints to 
future investment and economic growth.  
An improvement to the junction will 
encourage continued investment in the 
regional economy and support new 
corporate, commercial and residential 
development opportunities.
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Identifying options

During the past year, we have been identifying 
and validating potential options which could 
provide solutions to the issues identified at M42 
junction 6.

To identify the options we are presenting as part 
of this consultation, we went through the following 
3 stages:

Stage 1
We identified 40 options which would meet our objectives for the scheme. 

40 options

A high level assessment was undertaken and six themes remained.  

Stage 2
The 6 themes were then assessed in more detail to identify viable options to take  
to Public Consultation.

Theme 1 _
North and 
south 
junctions

Theme 2 _
Southern 
junction

Theme 3 _
Southern 
junction with 
link to HS2

Theme 4 _
Interchange

Theme 6 _
Free flow  
left turns

Theme 5 _
Northern 
junction

Discounted Discounted Discounted DiscountedTaken forward Taken forward

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Stage 3
This work identified that the only viable solution is to have a new junction to the south with a 
connection to the A45 Clock Interchange. We have identified three options to match this solution.  
In addition, one or more free flow left turns at M42 junction 6 could be included with these options.

These 3 options are detailed on the following pages.
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This option would provide a new 2.4 kilometre dual carriageway link between the Clock Interchange 
and an all movements junction allowing north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road. 
The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional flows of traffic, and free 
flow links would be provided to give improved access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

The new dual carriageway would be to the west of Bickenhill and would generally be below 
ground level crossing underneath the B4438 (Catherine de Barnes Lane), near Bickenhill and 
towards the M42. The alignment would tie closely into the existing local road corridor to minimise 
effect on the green belt.

Connection onto the local roads could be designed to minimise long distance traffic use of local 
roads whilst enabling access to the Clock Interchange.

Option 1
Link to the west of Bickenhill
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This option would provide a new 2.3 kilometre dual carriageway link between the Clock Interchange 
and an all movements junction allowing north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road. 
The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional flows of traffic and a 
free flow link would be provided to improve access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass beneath Church Lane 
before returning to existing levels north of Shadowbrook Lane. The alignment would minimise the 
effect on the green belt as it is closer to the existing M42 corridor through the area.

Connection onto the local roads would be via a new roundabout north of Bickenhill. This 
roundabout would be at the existing ground level with link roads to the Clock Interchange, 
Catherine de Barnes Lane and Airport Way.

Option 2
Link to the east of Bickenhill
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This option would provide a new 1.6 kilometre dual carriageway link between the Clock 
Interchange and a restricted movements junction with the M42 north of Shadowbrook Lane. This 
junction would only enable traffic to join the M42 southbound or exit the M42 northbound using free 
flow links. The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional flows of traffic 
and a free flow link would be provided to improve access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass beneath Church Lane 
before rising on an embankment to cross the M42 on a large bridge. The alignment would 
minimise the effect on the green belt as it is closer to the existing M42 corridor through the area.

Connection onto the local roads would be via a new roundabout north of Bickenhill. This 
roundabout would be at the existing ground level with link roads to the Clock Interchange, 
Catherine de Barnes Lane and Airport Way.

Option 3
Link to the east of Bickenhill
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Whichever option we take forward, there is the potential to maximise the improvement at M42 
junction 6 even further by providing dedicated free flow left turns.

These links could effectively remove traffic from the roundabout by providing dedicated left turn 
links at the NEC, National Motorcycle Museum and north east quadrant of the roundabout, and 
could enhance the scheme in addition to reducing future congestion.

Further design, discussion and more detailed traffic modelling is required to determine the 
benefits of each link before they could be included.

Optional free flow left turns
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Environmental and local effects

We attach great importance to the environment. 
The route options developed minimise the 
environmental impact where possible. This plan 
maps out all the proposed route options and the 
important environmentally sensitive areas

A team of environmental specialists is working 
very closely with the design team and is involved 
in all key decisions.

We will carry out an environmental assessment 
so that we can compare the effects that each 
option would have on the environment.

As the scheme design develops further, we will 
be sensitive to the local environment. We will 
also take steps to safeguard water quality, local 
ecology and cultural heritage sites.
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Comparison of options

Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Summary

Scheme 
objectives

Value for 
money

Medium Medium Medium
Value for money assessment 
includes committed development 
and HS2.

Improves 
resilience

Significant
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Slight 
benefit

Option 3 provides limited resilience 
due to limited movements at 
southern junction. Options 2 and 3 
do not provide a free flow link to the 
airport.

Increase 
capacity

Yes Yes Yes All options will increase capacity at 
existing junction.

Improves 
access

Significant
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Slight 
benefit

Option 1 provides free flow links to 
airport and Clock Interchange, other 
options require roundabouts to make 
connections.

Social 

Safety
Slight  
benefit 

Slight  
benefit 

Slight  
benefit 

Improvement at junction 6 has 
potential to reduce accidents

Commuting 
and other 
users

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Options 1 and 2 provide greater 
resilience and all three improve 
journey time reliability. Further 
development of NMU access to 
be identified and provided as 
appropriate.

Reliability 
impact on 
commuting 
and other 
users

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Options 1 and 2 provide greater 
resilience and all three improve 
journey time reliability. Further 
development of NMU access to 
be identified and provided as 
appropriate.

Physical 
activity

Slight  
benefit

Slight  
benefit

Slight  
benefit

Improvements to NMU routes will 
be identified and provided as 
appropriate.

Accessibility 
to local road 
network

Moderate 
adverse

Slight  
adverse

Slight  
adverse

Option 1 has more impact on 
Catherine de Barnes Lane as 
accesses are designed to minimise 
the potential for "rat running".  
There will be no direct access 
from Church Lane to the dual 
carriageway with Options 2 and 3. 
All options will make local access  
to Clock Interchange more  
difficult.

Journey 
quality 

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

The scheme will include clear and 
unambiguous signing to alleviate 
congestion and improve journey 
time reliability, lowering driver 
stress.

Severance
Moderate  
adverse

Moderate  
adverse

Moderate  
adverse

All options will have impacts on 
Bickenhill. Option 3 may have 
comparably less impact.
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Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Summary

Environmental

Impact on 
green belt

Moderate 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

All options will require land take 
and sever green belt land.

Noise
Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

All options introduce a new 
road corridor potentially 
increasing noise in Bickenhill. 
Option 1 provides the best 
opportunity for mitigation 
to reduce noise on the 
surrounding area. All options 
will result in awareness of 
construction noise. Noise 
modelling is required to 
quantify impacts and develop a 
mitigation strategy.

Air quality
Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

All options introduce a new road 
corridor potentially reducing air 
quality in Bickenhill. Air quality 
dispersion modelling is required 
to quantify impacts.

Visual 
impacts

Slight 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

Severe 
adverse

All options will require 
mitigation to reduce visual 
impacts. Option 1 will generally 
be in cutting to the west of 
Bickenhill. Options 2 and 3 
will pass underneath Church 
Lane and require street lighting 
north of Bickenhill. Option 3 will 
have a large embankment and 
structure over the M42 to the 
east of Bickenhill.

Landscape
Moderate 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Option 1 and 2 would result in 
the permanent loss of ancient 
woodland. All options involve 
fragmentation of field patterns 
around the new link road, 
increased traffic movements and 
lighting within the landscape 
surrounding Bickenhill. A 
mitigation strategy will be 
developed in collaboration with 
ecology consultants.

Historic 
environment

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Option 1 is closest to the most 
listed buildings. Mitigation for 
physical and setting impacts 
will be developed through the 
Environmental Assessment 
process.

Biodiversity
Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

All options would have potential 
impacts to local wildlife sites and 
habitats.

Water 
environment

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Potential minor impacts to water 
environment will be mitigated 
through the design process.

Comparison of options
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Comparison of options

Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Summary

Economy

Business 
users and 
transport 
providers

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Slight 
benefit

Options 1 and 2 provide greater 
resilience and do not preclude 
future development.

Reliability 
impact on 
business 
users

Moderate 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

Slight 
benefit 

Options 1 and 2 all movements 
southern junction maximises 
resilience which improves 
reliability. 

Regeneration
Moderate 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

Slight 
benefit 

Options 1 and 2 support known 
developments and do not 
preclude future developments in 
the area. 

Wider 
impacts

Significant 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

All options will support the 
potential for development in the 
wider area.

*Tables do not assume significant mitigation. Mitigation to these effects will be discussed with all stakeholders as we 
develop the scheme prior to formal planning application.
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Reasons for rejection

�	 Significantly exceeds budget; provides very low value for money

�	 Northern junction would clash with proposed HS2 structures

�	 Northern junction is too close to M42 junction 7; would not allow safe access and egress onto the 
motorway

�	 Considerable impact on local environment (businesses and local villages) and the green belt

�	 Considerable impact on road users during construction

Options considered and discounted

Options considered and discounted

Theme 1 - North & south junctions
Two new junctions - one to the north and one to the south of the existing junction 6.



Options considered and discounted
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Reasons for rejection

�	 Significantly exceeds budget; provides very low value for money

�	 Parallel link roads would have significant effect on green belt

�	 The eastern link to HS2 development does not provide enough benefit to offset the costs including 
the effect on local stakeholders

�	 The western link to A45 does not allow full movements to the A45. It would only enable connection  
to A45 westbound traffic

Theme 3 - Southern junction with link to HS2
New junction to the south of the existing junction 6 with link roads to the Clock Interchange roundabout 
and a new link to the proposed HS2 station car park.



Reasons for rejection

�	 Significantly exceeds budget; provides very low value for money

�	 Very challenging to build; considerable impact on road users during construction

�	 Considerable impact on local businesses and road network during construction (removal of National 
Motorcycle Museum)

�	 Interchange would require widening of M42 to 5 lanes

Theme 4 - Interchange
Reconstruction of junction 6 as an interchange.

16
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Reasons for rejection

�	 Within budget; provides low value for money

�	 Northern junction will clash with proposed HS2 structures

�	 Northern junction is too close to M42 junction 7; would not allow safe entry to and exit from the 
motorway

�	 Considerable impact on road users during construction

Theme 5 - Northern junction
New junction and link to the north.

17
Options considered and discounted



Next steps

This consultation is your opportunity to express 
your views on the route options we are proposing 
ahead of the project team developing the 
scheme further and choosing a preferred route.

This consultation will run for seven weeks, from 
9 December 2016 until 27 January 2017. After 
the consultation ends, we will publish a report 
summarising the responses. From this, the 
project team will make recommendations for 
further development of the scheme.

Subject to the findings of the consultation, a 
preferred route announcement will be made in 
early 2017 and the pre-application stage of the 
development consent process will begin.

Development Consent Order 
application

This scheme is classed as a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the 
Planning Act 2008. As such, we are required to 
make an application for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) in order to obtain permission to 
construct the scheme. The application will be 
made to the Planning Inspectorate, who will 
examine the application in public hearings and 
then make a recommendation to the Secretary of 
State for Transport, who will decide on whether or 
not the project will go ahead.

We currently intend to make our application by 
spring 2018. Prior to the application, we will 
undertake further public consultation on our 
detailed design proposals.

End of construction

Start of construction

decision
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We want to hear your views

Your opinion is important to us. Visit one of our consultation events to meet our project team and learn 
more about the proposed scheme, or find out more about how you can tell us what you think on our 
website.

Consultation events

Date Location Time

Friday 9 December 
2016

The Arden Hotel
Coventry Road, Solihull 
B92 OEH

2pm – 8pm

Saturday 10 December
2016

Catherine de Barnes  
Village Hall

Hampton Lane 
B91 2TJ

10am – 4pm

Monday 12 December 
2016

Fentham Hall
Marsh Lane, Hampton in Arden 
B92 0AH

10am – 6pm

Wednesday 4 January
2017

The Core
Touchwood, Solihull 
B91 3RG

10am – 5pm

Saturday 14 January 
2017

The NEC
North Avenue, Birmingham 
B40 1NT (between atrium 
entrances 2 and 3)

9am – 6pm

Wednesday 18 January
2017

Webchat (join in via our website) 11am – 2pm

A further exhibition stand will be available for viewing within the Ladies Kennel Association Show at the 
NEC on Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 December 2016.

You can complete a questionnaire at one 
of the exhibitions or online via our website:  
www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

or 

contact us:
Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
B1 1RN 

email us 
m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

go online
www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

call us
0300 123 5000

This consultation will run  
for seven weeks, from  
9 December 2016  
until 27 January 2017.

We look forward to hearing  
from you.

19
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Contact information 

You can use the following methods to contact us or to respond to the public consultation:

�	 complete the questionnaire at the back of this brochure and send to us: 

Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
B1 1RN

You can also:

�	 attend a public consultation event and complete a questionnaire

�	 complete the consultation questionnaire online at www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

�	 email m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

�	 call 0300 123 5000 
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M42 junction 6 improvement scheme  
Questionnaire
The consultation will run from 9 December 2016 to 27 January 2017.  
The closing date for responses is 27 January 2017.  

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. Your views are important to us. This 
questionnaire can be completed online, or at one of our exhibitions (please deposit on your way out). 
Alternatively, you can detach your completed questionnaire from the leaflet and post it to us at our 
postal address (see page 20)

Fo
ld

 a
nd

 c
ut

A1. How often, if at all, do you travel through M42 junction 6?

Almost every day Weekly Monthly Rarely Never

A2. During the last 12 months at what time of the day / night have you travelled through M42 junction 6?   
(Select all that apply)

Peak hours 7am to 10am Day time 10am to 4pm Peak hours 4pm to 7pm Night time 7pm to 7am

 A3. Please indicate your reason for using the M42 junction 6 (Select all that apply)

Work / Commuting Leisure / Personal

A4. To what extent do you agree or disagree that M42 junction 6 needs improving? 

Strongly agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly disagree

A5. Please provide the postcode for your home and workplace  
(this information helps us to understand where people live and work in relation to the scheme. It cannot 
be used to identify individuals and will be treated in accordance with the Data Protection Act.)

Home 

Work 

M42 junction 6 improvement scheme questionnaire
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A6. Please tell us how concerned you are about the following issues (please tick)

Very 
concerned

Concerned
Little 

concern
No 

concern
No opinion 

Road safety

Congestion

Limited opportunities for economic growth

Construction impact

Landscape and scenery

Impact of scheme on residential properties

Regional connectivity

A7. Which option do you prefer (please tick) 

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 No preference 

A8. Reason for your preferred option  

A9. How did you find out about the M42 junction 6 consultation? 

  Letter through door 		    Direct contact from Highways England

  Public notice		    Local community group

  Highways England website 	   Other (please specify) 

  Local newspaper article		

A10. Do you have any general comments or observations, including anything you think we have missed 
or overlooked?  

M42 junction 6 improvement scheme questionnaire
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Equality and diversity 
To help us meet our diversity guidelines please fill in this section. You are not obliged to complete this. 
The information will only be used by Highways England to monitor its effectiveness at consulting with 
the whole community. This information will not be used for any other purpose. Individuals will not be 
identified when the results are published. 

C1. Age

 Under 18        18-24        25-34        35-44        45-54        55-64        Over 65

C2. Gender

 Male                Female                Prefer not to say

C3. Please tick which group you consider you belong:

British or Mixed British

 English            Irish            Scottish            Welsh            Other (specify if you wish)

South Asian

 Bangladeshi                 Indian                 Pakistan                 Other (specify if you wish)

Black

 African           Caribbean           Other (specify if you wish) 

East Asian

 Chinese           Japanese           Other (specify if you wish) 

Mixed

 Please specify if you wish 

Any other ethnic background

 Please specify if you wish             Prefer not to say

C4. Do you follow a religion or faith?

 Yes             No             If ‘yes’, specify if you wish              Prefer not to say 

C5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?

 Yes             No             If ‘yes’, specify if you wish              Prefer not to say 

Fo
ld

 a
nd

 c
ut

M42 junction 6 improvement scheme questionnaire
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Contact us 
You can use the following methods to  
contact us or to respond to the public consultation:

�	 complete the questionnaire at the back of this brochure 
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Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street, Birmingham, B1 1RN

You can also:

�	 attend a public consultation event and complete  
a questionnaire

�	 complete the consultation questionnaire online  
at www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

�	 email m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

�	 call 0300 123 5000
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Introduction

Highways England developed a number of options to 
improve junction 6 of the M42 to allow better movement 
of traffic on and off the A45, supporting access to 
Birmingham Airport and preparing capacity for the new 
HS2 station. Three viable options were promoted at a 
public consultation, held between 9 December 2016 
and 27 January 2017.  

The public consultation was held to seek the 
views of local residents, businesses and other key 
stakeholders on our proposals to improve junction 6 
of the M42. 

This leaflet summarises the results from the public 
consultation, and outlines the preferred route, which 
will be taken forward through the planning process. 
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Benefits of improving the junction

M42 junction 6 lies at the heart of an area of 
dynamic growth and is surrounded by a unique 
mix of existing and proposed major assets that 
serve both the local and wider economy. Current 
levels of congestion are having a serious effect on 
communities and businesses and would constrain 
future development planned in the area. 	

Improving the junction will:

�	 Promote the safe and reliable operation of 
the road network

	 The scheme will improve the safety of the 
network by providing additional capacity, 
reducing driver stress and enabling safer 
access to and from the motorway. 

�	 Increase the capacity of the junction
	 The scheme will improve traffic flow by 

removing a significant amount of vehicles from 
the roundabout at junction 6. 

�	 Improve access to key businesses
	 M42 junction 6 provides connections between 

the national motorway network, and the A45 
Coventry Road, which provides strategic 
access to Birmingham (to the west) and 
Coventry (to the east). It provides the main 
access to an expanding Birmingham Airport, 
Birmingham International railway station and 
Jaguar Land Rover, the National Exhibition 
Centre (NEC) and the planned HS2 station, 
Birmingham Interchange.

�	 Support economic growth
	 Current congestion and journey time reliability 

issues on the M42 and at junction 6 are 
significant constraints to future investment 
and economic growth. An improvement to the 
junction will encourage continued investment 
in the regional economy and support new 
corporate, commercial and residential 
development opportunities, for example the 
proposals by the Urban Growth Company for 
a mixed use development immediately north 
east of the junction, which will maximise the 
benefits HS2 can bring to the region.

4



How we developed the options

To identify the options we presented at the public consultation, we went through the following 3 stages. 

Stage 1
We identified 40 options which would meet our objectives for the scheme. 

40 options

A high level assessment was undertaken and six themes remained.  

Stage 2
The 6 themes were then assessed in more detail to identify viable options to take  
to public consultation.

Theme 1 

North and 
south 
junctions

Theme 2 

Southern 
junction

Theme 3 

Southern 
junction with 
link to HS2

Theme 4 

Interchange

Theme 6 

Free flow  
left turns

Theme 5 

Northern 
junction

Discounted Discounted Discounted DiscountedTaken forward Taken forward

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Stage 3
This work identified that the only viable solution is to have a new junction to the south with a 
connection to the A45 Clock Interchange. We have identified three options to match this solution.  
In addition, one or more free flow left turns at M42 junction 6 could be included with these options.

These 3 options are detailed on the following pages.
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This option, as shown at the public consultation, would provide a new 2.4 kilometre dual 
carriageway link between the Clock Interchange and an all movements junction allowing north and 
south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road. 

The new dual carriageway would be to the west of Bickenhill and would generally be below 
ground level and pass beneath the B4438 (Catherine de Barnes Lane), near Bickenhill and 
towards the M42.

Option 1
Link to the west of Bickenhill

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS 100030649
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This option, as shown at the public consultation, would provide a new 2.3 kilometre dual 
carriageway link between the Clock Interchange and an all movements junction allowing north and 
south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road.

The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass beneath Church Lane before 
returning to existing levels north of Shadowbrook Lane. 

Option 2
Link to the east of Bickenhill

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS 100030649
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This option, as shown at the public consultation, would provide a new 1.6 kilometre dual 
carriageway link between the Clock Interchange and a restricted movements junction with the 
M42 north of Shadowbrook Lane. 

The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass beneath Church Lane before 
rising on an embankment to cross the M42 on a large bridge. The alignment would minimise the 
effect on the landscape as it is closer to the existing M42 corridor.

The new link would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass beneath Church Lane before returning 
to existing levels north of Shadowbrook Lane.

Option 3
Link to the east of Bickenhill

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 OS 100030649
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Public consultation

We ran a 7 week public consultation with these 
options from 9 December 2016 to 27 January 2017 
to get feedback on our proposals. We wanted to 
inform all those affected by or interested in the 
scheme and give them the opportunity to provide 
their views. 

To support this we: 
�� Held eight exhibitions, including an exhibition 

in Bickenhill, to maximise our interaction with 
the local people who will be most affected by 
the scheme

�� Held one live webchat
�� Attended a number of meetings with 

stakeholders to discuss the options we 
were presenting

�� Sent letters about the consultation events to 
more than 2000 local residents, businesses, 
landowners, key organisations and community 
groups

�� Displayed posters advertising the consultation 
at key locations

�� Produced a consultation brochure and 
questionnaire, which was available on the 
scheme webpage, at all consultation events 
and all public libraries within Solihull Borough

�� Publicised the consultation via social media, 
local media, in Solihull Council’s residents’ 
magazine and on the Highways England 
website

A total of 298 people visited the exhibitions and we 
received 217 responses. 182 of these respondents 
had completed a questionnaire and 35 had 
submitted their response as a letter or email.     

9



A: 71% of the respondents agreed there was 
a need to improve the junction.

Q: To what extent do you agree or disagree 
that the M42 junction 6 needs improving?

Q: Which option do you prefer?

A: Overall, 64% preferred Option 1, 15% 
preferred Option 3 and 10% preferred 
Option 2, with 11% giving no preference.

What you said

43% Strongly agree 
28% Agree
13% Neither

6% Disagree
10% Strongly disagree

�����������
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

No 
preference

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

11%

64%

10%
15%
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Breakdown of comments in consultation responses on freeflow left turns - broken down 
by sentiment

Free flow links and alternative designs

Free flow links 

The consultation brochure included information on optional free flow left turns at M42 junction 
6, which could be added to any of the 3 options.  These received a variety of comments in 
responses. The graph above shows the breakdown of these by sentiment. The majority of 
responses were either positive or neutral towards the addition of free flow links.

Alternative designs 

A number of respondents suggested changes and alternatives to the possible options presented 
at the consultation. An examination of the alternative design suggestions concluded that they 
were generally similar to those previously assessed and taken into account as part of the work 
during the options identification process, or did not fulfil the scheme brief.
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Selection of the preferred route

Following the public consultation, we have continued to develop the options taking into account 
comments and issues raised during the consultation. This included looking at mitigation we can put 
in place to benefit the environment and local communities from the impact of the scheme. 

When identifying the preferred route we considered a number of criteria, including the 
scheme objectives, benefits, safety, costs, environmental effects, construction and the 
public consultation results.

Our assessment of the options demonstrated Option 1 was preferred by stakeholders and most 
of the local community, and had a lesser impact on the built environment and green belt than the 
other options. Option 1 would support potential future development in the area, which could be 
realised with minimal disruption to the travelling public. 

While Option 3 was slightly cheaper and provided a better economic return, it also had greater 
impact on the local community, stakeholders and environment. 

Our assessment demonstrated that a slightly modified version of Option 1 would provide the 
best performing route overall by minimising the impact on local communities and a nearby Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), while maximising the resilience and performance of the road 
network so it can cope with future traffic increases. 

The proposed modification to Option 1 moves it up to 50m closer to Bickenhill as it passes the 
south west corner of the village, in order to minimise the impact on a local business and the SSSI.
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The preferred route

�� A new dual carriageway link between the Clock Interchange and a new junction on the M42 
north of Solihull Road allowing traffic travelling northbound to exit the M42 and traffic travelling 
southbound to join the M42

�� The new dual carriageway would be to the west of Bickenhill and would generally be below 
ground level and pass beneath the B4438 (Catherine de Barnes Lane), at both the north west 
and south west corners of Bickenhill

�� Improvements will be made to the Clock Interchange and the A45 between the Clock 
Interchange and the M42 

�� Free flow links will be provided around the north west and north east of the M42 junction 6

�� Improvements will also be included on the south east side of the M42 junction 6, the A45 
westbound (east of the M42 junction 6) and the M42 junction 6 southbound slip roads to 
improve the performance around this quadrant of the junction
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What happens next

The preferred route announcement will allow land 
in the vicinity of the scheme to be protected from 
development. 

During the next stage of the project, we will 
develop the detailed design. We will be looking 
for input from various stakeholders, and we will 
be inviting the public to provide feedback on 
our preferred route via Commonplace, an online 
platform launching later in August 2017. Sharing 
your views using this platform will provide us with 
early valuable insight as we begin our design. 
Visit our website to find out more.

Following this work, we will hold a further public 
consultation so that people can have their say 
on the detail of the project, which will have been 
developed taking into account insight gathered.

Development Consent Order 
application

This scheme is classed as a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning 
Act 2008. As such, we are required to make an 
application for a Development Consent Order 
(DCO) to obtain permission to construct the 
scheme. 

After the public consultation, we will prepare 
the draft Development Consent Orders and 
environmental statement ahead of submitting the 
formal planning application in mid-2018. 

The application will be made to the Planning 
Inspectorate, who will examine the application 
in public hearings and then make a 
recommendation to the Secretary of State for 
Transport, who will decide on whether or not the 
project will go ahead. 

More information about the Development Consent 
Order process can be found on the Planning 
Inspectorates Website:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk
 

End of construction

Start of construction

decision

WinterWinter

M42 junction 6
Improvement scheme
Preferred route 
announcement
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Contact information 

The Report on Public Consultation, Technical Appraisal Report and Scheme Assessment Report are 
available to view from the project website (www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6). In addition, copies of the 
Report on Public Consultation will be available for view at Solihull libraries.

�	 If you have any further enquiries, please write to us: 

Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
B1 1RN

You can also:

�	 go online www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

�	 email m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

�	 call us on 0300 123 5000

M42 junction 6
Improvement scheme
Preferred route 
announcement
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,

please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2017.
You may re-use this information (not 
including logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To 
view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London 
TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This document is also available on our website at www.gov.uk/highways

If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@highwaysengland.
co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways England publications code 
PR36/17.

Highways England creative job number BHM17_0146_MGW
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payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.
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1 Executive summary 

Purpose of this document 
The purpose of this report is to provide a factual statement of the Public Consultation on 
the M42 junction 6 improvement scheme held between Friday 9 December 2016 and 
Friday 27 January 2017; and summarise the results received from the various 
stakeholders. The report presents how stakeholders were informed of the consultation 
events, how the options identified were presented, the responses received and initial 
analysis of the consultation responses.  

Background 
In December 2014, the Department for Transport (DfT) published the Road Investment 
Strategy (RIS) for 2015-2020. As part of the RIS Highways England was asked to 
develop a scheme to improve junction 6 of the M42 to allow better movement of traffic on 
and off the A45, supporting access to Birmingham Airport and preparing capacity for the 
new HS2 station.  

The junction has almost reached capacity, causing congestion and delays across the 
network. Improvements to the junction will help create safer, more reliable journeys for 
road users. It will also support future economic growth as it will encourage continued 
investment in the regional economy  

As part of the scheme development, Highways England held a non-statutory consultation 
exercise to introduce the scheme, inform about the option assessment process and to 
gain feedback on the options we developed.  

Presented Options 
Three options were presented at the consultation together with optional free flow left 
turns at junction 6. 

The three options presented for feedback during the consultation were:   

• Option 1 – Link to the west of Bickenhill (2.4 km of new dual carriageway) 
• Option 2 – Link to the east of Bickenhill (2.3 km of new dual carriageway) 
• Option 3 – Link to the east of Bickenhill (1.6km of new dual carriageway) 

Details were also provided on some of the options which had been considered as part of 
the options development process, but discounted. 

The consultation  
Eight exhibitions and one webchat were organised during the consultation to give 
members of the public and stakeholders an opportunity to find out more about the 
scheme and the options we identified, and to ask members of the project team any 
questions they had about the project. The Public Consultation also included information 
on the Highways England website, including access to electronic copies of all of the 
presentation boards, brochure and the questionnaire.  A monitored inbox was set up and 
the address was provided on the website and in the consultation materials to enable 
people to ask questions if desired.  
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The events were promoted via local media, letters to local residents, posters at key 
locations and through third party communications channels.  

A consultation brochure was produced and made available at local libraries and at the 
consultation exhibitions. A questionnaire was included in the brochure and was available 
to complete online via a link from the Highways England scheme webpage 
(www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6). 

Results  
In total 298 people visited the exhibitions although no attendance registers were used at 
the NEC events or The Core, Solihull. 

A total of 217 responses were received during the consultation period. 84% of these 
were completed questionnaires and 16% were responses as letters or emails.  

From the results, 71% agreed or strongly agreed that M42 junction 6 needs improving 
and 64% preferred Option 1 out of the options presented. The free flow left turns, which 
were presented as a potential extra, received comments of support. 

A variety of concerns and comments were received on the scheme. A full assessment of 
the suggestions and comments provided during the consultation has been undertaken 
and will be used to inform design development and assist in the decision of a preferred 
option as the scheme approaches statutory consultation and Development Consent 
Order application.  

Next steps  
The feedback from the consultation will be used to assist in identifying the preferred 
route, which is expected to be announced later in 2017.   

The scheme is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the 
Planning Act 2008. As such, Highways England will develop an application for a 
Development Consent Order (DCO) in order to construct the scheme. The application will 
be made to the Planning Inspectorate, who will examine the application in public 
hearings and then make a recommendation to the Secretary of State for Transport, who 
will decide on whether or not the scheme will go ahead.  

Prior to the application for the DCO, Highways England will undertake further public 
consultation on the chosen option as the design is developed.  
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2 Introduction  

2.1 Purpose of report 
This report sets out how Highways England has carried out a non-statutory consultation 
on improvements to junction 6 of the M42. The consultation period ran from Friday 9 
December 2016 to Friday 27 January 2017 and provided an opportunity for stakeholders 
to comment on the proposed scheme and options. This document provides an analysis 
of the responses received and outlines the next steps for the scheme development. 

The report provides an: 

• overview of the scheme, including options consulted on 
• consultation responses 
• response analysis  
• next steps   

 

2.2 Scheme background  
The Government’s Road Investment Strategy (RIS) for 2015-2020 sets out schemes that 
are to be delivered by Highways England over the period covered by the RIS. The RIS 
identified improvements to M42 junction 6 as one of the key investments in the Strategic 
Road Network (SRN) for the Midlands region. It also provides the scheme brief, i.e. what 
Highways England has been asked to do. 

The RIS stated that the proposed improvements should deliver a “comprehensive 
upgrade of the M42 junction 6 near Birmingham Airport, allowing better movement of 
traffic on and off the A45, supporting access to the airport and preparing capacity for the 
new HS2 station.”  
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Figure 1: Location plan of the M42 junction 6 

M42 junction 6 is on the strategic road network (SRN) and sits within the section of M42 
which forms the southern and eastern arms of the Birmingham Box area (the 3 
motorways, M42, M5 and M6 that form a ‘box’ around the Birmingham area) on the SRN.   

It is an essential interchange in a growing region. It serves a number of key strategic 
economic assets for both the local and wider community. These assets include 
Birmingham Airport, the National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Jaguar Land Rover (JLR), 
Birmingham International Railway Station, the National Motorcycle Museum & 
Conference Centre (NMM) and Birmingham Business Park. M42 junction 6 will also be 
one of the main future access points to the proposed High Speed 2 (HS2) Interchange 
Station and the UK Central Development, promoted by Solihull Metropolitan Borough 
Council (SMBC). 

In order to relieve the congestion and create safer and more reliable journeys, Highways 
England plans to undertake a comprehensive upgrade of the junction. This will improve 
access to key businesses, and provide support for future economic growth as it will 
encourage continued investment in the regional economy. 
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2.3 Options development 
Highways England initially identified 40 options for the scheme. These were assessed to 
identify which options were viable and met the investment, road user and community 
needs.  This work concluded that the best way to improve the capacity of M42 junction 6 
would be to provide a new link from the A45 Clock Interchange to the M42 south of the 
junction. More detailed information about the options development can be found within 
the scheme Technical Appraisal Report. 

 

 
Figure 2: Diagram showing details of the options selection process as included in consultation 
documents 
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2.4 Scheme proposal  
Following the option development, three viable options were presented at the 
consultation, as well as information on optional free flow left turns at M42 junction 6. 
Details were also provided on the process for identifying options and some of the options 
which have been considered but discounted.  

The three options presented for feedback during the consultation are shown in Figures 3 
to 5 below.  

 

Option 1 – Link to the west of Bickenhill (2.4 km of new dual carriageway) 
 

 
Figure 3: Option 1 plan as included in consultation documents 

 
• This option would provide a new 2.4 kilometre dual carriageway link 

between the Clock Interchange and an all movements junction allowing 
north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road.  

• The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional 
flows of traffic, and free flow links would be provided to give improved 
access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.  

• The new dual carriageway would be to the west of Bickenhill and would 
generally be below ground level crossing underneath the B4438 (Catherine 
de Barnes Lane), near Bickenhill and towards the M42. 
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• The alignment would tie closely into the existing local road corridor to 
minimise effect on the green belt.  

• Connection onto the local roads could be designed to minimise long 
distance traffic use of local roads whilst enabling access to the Clock 
Interchange. 

 
Option 2 – Link to the east of Bickenhill (2.3 km of new dual carriageway) 
 

 
Figure 4: Option 2 plan as included in consultation documents 

 
• This option would provide a new 2.3 kilometre dual carriageway link 

between the Clock Interchange and an all movements junction allowing 
north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road.  

• The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional 
flows of traffic, and a free flow link would be provided to give improved 
access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.  

• The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass 
beneath Church Lane before returning to existing levels north of 
Shadowbrook Lane. The alignment would minimise the effect on the green 
belt as it is closer to the existing M42 corridor through the area.  

• Connection onto the local roads would be via a new roundabout north of 
Bickenhill. This roundabout would be at the existing ground level with link 
roads to the Clock Interchange, Catherine de Barnes Lane and Airport Way.  
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Option 3 – Link to the east of Bickenhill (1.6km of new dual carriageway) 

 

 
 Figure 5: Option 3 plan as included in consultation documents 

 
• This option would provide a new 1.6 kilometre dual carriageway link 

between the Clock Interchange and a restricted movements junction with 
the M42 north of Shadowbrook Lane.   

• This junction would only enable traffic to join the M42 southbound or exit the 
M42 northbound using free flow links.  

• The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional 
flows of traffic and a free flow link would be provided to improve access to 
Birmingham Airport and A45 west. 

• The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass 
beneath Church Lane before rising on an embankment to cross the M42 on 
a large bridge. The alignment would minimise the effect on the green belt as 
it is closer to the existing M42 corridor through the area.  

• Connection onto the local roads would be via a new roundabout north of 
Bickenhill. This roundabout would be at the existing ground level with link 
roads to the Clock interchange, Catherine de Barnes Lane and Airport Way.  
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Free flow links  
In addition, one or more free flow left turns at M42 junction 6 were included for comment.  
These links would effectively remove traffic from the roundabout by providing dedicated 
left turn links at the NEC, National Motorcycle Museum and north east quadrant of the 
roundabout, and could enhance the scheme in addition to reducing future congestion.  
Further design, discussion and detailed traffic modelling is required to determine the 
benefits of each link.  

 

 
Figure 6: Free flow links plan as included in consultation documents   
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3 Consultation Methodology 

The consultation ran for seven weeks from Friday 9 December 2016 to Friday 27 
January 2017 

 

3.1 Purpose of consultation 
The aims of the consultation were to: 

• successfully engage with stakeholders affected by or interested in the scheme 
• encourage involvement from stakeholders and build strong open relationships 
• raise awareness of the scheme and understanding for the need to improve M42 

junction 6  
• inform about the option assessment process  
• understand stakeholder concerns, issues and suggestions 
• get feedback on the three developed options allowing the scheme design to be 

developed further prior to the Development Consent Order application  
• prepare for statutory consultation phases 

This was achieved by: 

• identifying stakeholders that may be affected by or interested in the scheme 
• communicating the consultation through a variety of channels to reach as many 

stakeholders as possible  
• providing clear, accessible and honest communications about the scheme  
• presenting fact-led information about the scheme, background and the need for 

the junction improvement 
• providing a balanced overview of the options and how they compare in relation to 

the scheme’s objectives and social, environmental and economic impacts 
• being open about the next steps of scheme  
• considering honestly and fairly the suggestions received from stakeholders  
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Figure 7: Diagram showing consultation feedback process 
 
The public consultation strategy was developed following discussions with the 
communications team for the local authority, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council. The 
communications team was able to provide the use of additional communications 
channels, such as the Council’s residents’ magazine, helping the consultation reach a 
wide range of stakeholders.  

Eight consultation events were planned during the consultation period, plus an online 
webchat and unmanned exhibition stand at The Core, Solihull’s flagship community 
building, based in Touchwood Shopping Centre.   

As part of the first consultation event, a slot for VIPs and media was provided.  

Following feedback from the local community during the exhibitions held in Catherine de 
Barnes and Hampton in Arden, an additional consultation event was held in Bickenhill on 
11 January 2017 targeted directly towards the residents and occupiers in Bickenhill and 
surrounding area, as these people would be most affected by any of the options 
considered. Invitations to this event were hand delivered to each address on 22 
December 2016 and contained a copy of the public consultation brochure. 

Highways England 
informs stakeholders 
about: 
•Need for scheme 
•Design work so far 
•Proposed options  

Stakeholders provide Highways 
England  with: 
•Local knowledge 
•Needs, constraints and priorities  
•Option preference and why  

 Allows Highways   
England to: 
•Understand feeling on the 

ground 
•Understand key themes 
•Refine design  
•Make a decision on preferred 

route selection 
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The consultation events were publicised via a combination of letter drops, the Highways 
England website, media coverage from a press release and brochures at key local 
libraries.  Posters and banners were also displayed at key locations for the duration of 
the consultation period. 

 

3.2 Stakeholder mapping and consultees  
Extensive stakeholder mapping took place to identify those who may have an interest in 
or be affected by the scheme, in order to ensure a fair and representative consultation.   

Many of those contacted were the same as the consultees as outlined in section 42 of 
the Planning Act 2008, specifically local authorities and those with an interest in affected 
land.  

Local residents and businesses were contacted about the scheme as were identified 
community and business groups.  

The consultees can be broken down into the below groups:  

1. Local community: The area outlined in yellow in the following map shows 
all the address points within the consultation boundary.  This includes: 

 
o All address points within 100m from the proposed options. 100m is the 

standard distance away from a project for which the local community 
should be notified. 

 
o All address points in Catherine-de-Barnes, Hampton in Arden, 

Bickenhill and Birmingham Business Park. On review it was felt the 
project would be of interest to residents in these locations, these were 
therefore added to the consultation area. 

This consultation boundary results in the inclusion of approximately 1,800 address 
points/letters.  
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Figure 8: Plan showing consultation boundary  
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2. Landowners: Those parties identified through land referencing processes 
as land owners and occupiers of land within the vicinity of the proposed 
options whose land may be affected by the scheme.  

 
3. Key community and business stakeholders: Through discussions with 

the local authorities, a full list of stakeholders was created. This included: 
 

i. Parish Councils 
ii. Politicians including Members of Parliament, Members of the 

European Parliament and local councillors 
iii. Key businesses and business groups  
iv. Community groups  

Highways England worked with the local authorities to identify hard to reach groups to 
help ensure the consultation was inclusive. Long distance motorway users were 
identified as a group which required communications to inform about the consultation.  

The Equality Impact Assessment for the scheme identified that there were no potential 
negative impacts or risks to equality for the consultation. 

 

3.3 Consultation events  
Eight consultation events were held during the consultation period, plus an online 
webchat.  The exhibition stand at The Core, within Touchwood Shopping Centre, Solihull, 
was left in place as an unmanned exhibition from 4 January 2017 until the end of the 
consultation period.  Seven of the manned exhibitions were planned and communicated 
ahead of the start of consultation. Following feedback from the local community during 
the exhibitions held in Catherine de Barnes and Hampton in Arden, an additional 
consultation event was held in Bickenhill on 11 January 2017 targeted directly towards 
the residents and occupiers in Bickenhill and surrounding area, as these people would be 
most affected by any of the options considered. 

Specific time slots were reserved for VIPs and media at the first consultation event on 
Friday 9 December. This allowed those stakeholders who may have questions directed 
to them from residents, staff or businesses to be fully briefed early on in the consultation. 
Offers to meet these individuals separately were also extended.  

Venue Date Time 

The Arden Hotel 
Coventry Road  
Solihull 
B92 OEH 

Friday 9 December 
2016 

VIP time slot [10am-11am – 1 hour]  

Media time slot [11am-12noon – 1 hour] 

Public time slot [2pm-8pm] 

Catherine de Barnes 
Village Hall  
Hampton Lane 
B91 2TJ 

Saturday 10 
December 2016 

Public time slot [10am-4pm] 
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Ladies Kennel 
Association Show NEC 
North Avenue 
Birmingham 
B40 1NT  
 

Saturday 10 
December 2016 

Only available to those attending the 
shows  

Ladies Kennel 
Association Show NEC 
North Avenue 
Birmingham 
B40 1NT  
 

Sunday 11 December 
2016 

Only available to those attending the 
shows  

Fentham Hall  
(Hampton in Arden 
Village Hall) 
Marsh Lane 
Hampton in Arden 
B92 0AH 

Monday 12 December 
2016 

Public time slot [10am-6pm] 

The Core 
Touchwood 
Solihull 
B91 3RG 

Wednesday 4 January 
2017 

Public time slot [10am-5pm]  

 

The Core 
Touchwood 
Solihull 
B91 3RG 

Wednesday 4 January 
– Friday 27 January 
2017 

Unmanned exhibition boards 

St Peters Church Hall 
St Peters Lane 
Bickenhill 
B92 0DT 
 

Wednesday 11 
January 2017 

Public time slot [4pm-8pm] 

The NEC 
North Avenue 
Birmingham 
B40 1NT  
 
(at Atrium entrance 2) 

Saturday 14 January 
2017 (aligned with 
Autosport and 
Performance Car 
Exhibition) 

Public time slot [10am-6pm] 

Online webchat Wednesday 18 
January 2017 

Public time slot [11am-2pm] 

 

3.4 Additional engagement  
Additional engagement with key affected stakeholders took place prior to and during the 
consultation. These meetings are outlined in Appendix B. These meetings were used to 
brief stakeholders on the progress of the scheme and discuss individual issues / 
comments on the options proposed. Each of these stakeholders was advised to submit 
their own formal consultation responses, which were assessed alongside all other 
responses.   

 

  

M42 J6 Report on Public Consultation with Appendices_FINAL_v.pdf   20 21/07/2017   12:22:32



 

Report No: 
HE551485-MOU-00-XX-PG-PE-0002 20 Revision 0.3 

March 2017   
 

3.5 Communicating the consultation 
Communication of the consultation was carried out in accordance with the Consultation 
Strategy. A multitude of channels were used to maximise impact. The use of established 
communications channels, such as Solihull Council’s residents’ magazine, also helped 
reach residents that may not be exposed to other communication channels.  

Consistent key messaging and materials were used across the channels. Appendix A 
provides the full list of communication channels used.  

Letters 

Letters inviting stakeholders to the consultation events were sent to 1809 local residents 
and businesses within the consultation boundary, 210 landowners and occupiers 
identified as having an interest affected by the proposed options and 47 key 
organisations, businesses and community groups. In addition, 32 letters were sent to 
VIPs inviting them to the public consultation preview session on Friday 9 December 
2016. Letters were sent two weeks prior to the start of the consultation period.  

When the additional Bickenhill event was arranged, 132 properties were identified within 
Bickenhill village and surrounding area to receive additional invitation letters.  Letters 
were hand delivered on 22 December 2016 and contained a copy of the public 
consultation brochure. 

Media  

A press release was issued on 5 December 2016 by Highways England to local, regional 
and trade media about the scheme and consultation events. An invitation was also sent 
inviting media to the media event on Friday 9 December 2016. Appendix I provides an 
overview of media coverage received.  

Posters 

A4 posters were produced advertising the public events a copy of which can be found in 
Appendix C. These included a QR code which linked to the scheme webpage on the 
Highways England website.  The A4 posters were displayed in local libraries, 
supermarkets, post offices, hotels and on village notice boards and for the period of the 
consultation. Larger scale versions of the poster were displayed at the National 
Motorcycle Museum, Birmingham Airport, NEC, Resorts World and Birmingham 
International Train Station – key traffic generators in the vicinity of M42 junction 6.  

To engage with long distance travellers, banners were displayed for the duration of the 
consultation period at motorway service areas at Hopwood (M42), Tamworth (M42), 
Corley Northbound and Southbound (M6), Warwick Northbound (M40) and Frankley 
Northbound (M5) services.  

In addition PDF versions of the poster were emailed to key businesses in the area 
requesting onwards dissemination to staff / distribution lists. 

Evidence of this can be found within Appendix K. 
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Consultation brochures 

A consultation brochure was produced and made available at all consultation events. A 
copy of this can be found in Appendix E. In addition, 130 consultation brochures were 
deposited at the beginning of the consultation period in all public libraries within Solihull 
Borough.  These were distributed to the libraries using the Solihull Library Service. An 
additional 26 consultation brochures were provided to Marston Green library during the 
consultation period at their request.  

Website and social media  

A project webpage was set up on the Highways England website, which was updated 
ahead of the consultation period. This contained links to the Highways England 
Consultation Hub (hosted on Citizenspace) which included an overview of the scheme, 
along with the consultation brochure, consultation boards and exhibition event details. 
This can be found in Appendix L.  It also included a monitored inbox to enable viewers to 
ask questions if desired. An online version of the consultation questionnaire was also 
available via this page.  The webpage was visited 5,458 times between 1 December 
2016 and 30 January 2017 and the consultation webpage was visited 2,852 times within 
the same time period. Evidence of this activity can be found in Appendix M. 

We issued tweets from the Highways England regional Twitter feed to publicise the 
events, and the consultation generated social media activity across a number of partner 
channels. An overview of social media activity can be found in Appendix J.  

Third party communications 

In collaboration with Solihull Council’s Communications team, the consultation was 
advertised on the local authority website and included in their residents’ magazine Your 
Solihull, internal staff newsletter and ‘Stay Connected’ email newsletter. Evidence of this 
can be found within Appendix K. 

House to house visits  

An exercise was carried out to identify properties along the corridor of impact for each of 
the 3 options that had not attended a consultation event. 18 properties were identified 
and a door to door exercise was carried out on 24 January 2017 to visit each address to 
ensure awareness of the scheme and consultation response deadline. If there was no 
answer, a ‘calling card’ was posted through the letterbox with details of how to respond to 
the consultation. 

 

3.6 Exhibition material  
The consultation exhibition boards were used at all the consultation public events. As 
well as the exhibition boards, attendees were provided with a consultation brochure with 
information about the scheme (including questionnaire).   A copy of the exhibition boards 
is included in Appendix F. 
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The board information is outlined below: 

Board 
number  

Board title  Details  

1 Welcome 
 

Welcome and Public Consultation dates 

2 What are we doing? 
 

Introduction to the scheme 

3 Why do we need this 
scheme? 
 

Why do we need the scheme: 
1. Promote reliable and safe operation 
2. Increase capacity of the junction 
3. Improve access to key businesses 
4. Support future economic growth 

4 Option 1 – Link to the 
west of Bickenhill 
 

Schematic plan showing Option 1 including free flow 
links with a description of the proposed route 

5 Option 2 – Link to the 
east of Bickenhill 
 

Schematic plan showing Option 2 including free flow 
links with a description of the proposed route 

6 Option 3 – Link to the 
east of Bickenhill 
 

Schematic plan showing Option 3 including free flow 
links with a description of the proposed route 

7 Optional free flow left 
turns 
 

Schematic plan showing optional free flow links with 
description  
 

8 Environmental and 
local effects 
 

Environmental constraints plan showing the 3 
options.   

9 Comparison of options  
 

Comparison of options impact table - scheme 
objectives / social. A comparison of high level 
categories to identify which of the options has 
greater benefits/effects for each 

10 Comparison of options  
 

Comparison of options impact table – environmental 
/ economy.  A comparison of high level categories to 
identify which of the options has greater 
benefits/effects for each 

11 Options considered 
and discounted – 
Theme 1, Theme 3 
 

A schematic plan showing Theme 1 (North & south 
junctions) and Theme 3 (Southern junction) with 
reasons for rejection 

12 Options considered 
and discounted –  
Theme 4, Theme 5 

A schematic plan showing Theme 4 (Interchange) 
and Theme 5 (Northern junction) with reasons for 
rejection 

13 Next steps 
 

An explanation that this is opportunity for views to 
be taken into account prior to developing the 
scheme further and choosing a preferred route.  
Explanation of Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application process.  A flow diagram of the 
process/timeframe 
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3.7 Unmanned exhibition material  
An abridged version of the consultation exhibition consisting of 7 boards was put on 
display at The Core, Solihull from 4 January 2017 – 27 January 2017. 

The board information is outlined below: 

 

Board 
number  

Board title  Details  

1 What are we doing? 
Why do we need this scheme? 
 

Introduction to the scheme and why it is 
needed 

2 Option 1 – Link to the west of 
Bickenhill 
 

Schematic plan showing Option 1 
including free flow links with a 
description of the proposed route 

3 Option 2 – Link to the east of 
Bickenhill 
 

Schematic plan showing Option 2 
including free flow links with a 
description of the proposed route 

4 Option 3 – Link to the east of 
Bickenhill 
 

Schematic plan showing Option 3 
including free flow links with a 
description of the proposed route 

5 Optional free flow left turns 
 

Schematic plan showing optional free 
flow links with description  
 

6 Environmental and local effects 
 

Environmental constraints plan 
showing the 3 options.   

7 Next steps 
 

An explanation that this is opportunity 
for views to be taken into account prior 
to developing the scheme further and 
choosing a preferred route.  
Explanation of Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application process.  A 
flow diagram of the process/timeframe 
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4 Consultation results 

4.1 Attendance 
Attendance at the exhibitions was counted using an attendance register.  Attendees were 
asked to register on arrival by the exhibition staff.  In total, 298 people visited the 
exhibitions. 

*No attendance register was used at the exhibitions within the Ladies Kennel Association 
Dog Show, the NEC atrium or the unmanned exhibition at The Core, Solihull as 
attendees were passers-by and not specifically attending the location for the public 
consultation events.   

 

Venue Date Time Numbers 

The Arden Hotel 
 

Friday 9 December 2016 10am – 11am  9 

11am – 12 noon  0 

2pm – 8pm  43 

Catherine de Barnes 
Village Hall  

Saturday 10 December 
2016 

10am – 4pm  57 

Ladies Kennel Association 
Dog Show 

Saturday 10 December 
2016 

 * 

Ladies Kennel Association 
Dog Show 

Sunday 11 December 
2016 

 * 

Fentham Hall (Hampton in 
Arden Village Hall) 

Monday 12 December 
2016 

10am – 6pm  79 

The Core  
Touchwood 
(Manned exhibition) 

Wednesday 4 January 
2017 

10am – 5pm  57 

The Core  
Touchwood 
(Unmanned exhibition) 

Wednesday 4 January – 
Friday 27 January 2017 

 * 

St Peters Church Hall, 
Bickenhill 

Wednesday 11 January 
2017 

4pm – 8pm 52 

The NEC 
 

Saturday 14 January 
2017 

10am – 6pm  * 

Online webchat Wednesday 18 January 
2017 

11am – 2pm  1 
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4.2 Website activity 
The M42 junction 6 improvement project webpage was visited 5,458 times between 1 
December 2016 and 30 January 2017 with peaks just before and at the beginning of the 
consultation period which is in line with the publicity going live. 

The consultation webpage hosted on Citizenspace was visited 2,852 times within the 
same time period with peaks when it went live and also during week commencing 12 
January 2017 which was immediately following the Bickenhill event. 

Evidence of this activity can be found in Appendix M. 
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5 Consultation feedback  

5.1 Total responses 
A total of 217 individual responses were received as part of the consultation. 182 of 
these respondents had completed a questionnaire and 35 had submitted their response 
as a letter or email. The majority of comments were received by questionnaire with 113 
of the questionnaires completed online and 69 completed using paper questionnaires.  

 

Response channel Total number 
Questionnaire returned at exhibitions 52 
Questionnaire returned by post 17 
Questionnaire completed online 113* 
Respondents who did not use the questionnaire  35* 

  

*The comments from one online questionnaire response were also submitted as an email 
response.  The issues raised were therefore only accounted for once. 

The questionnaire included an equality and diversity form to complete voluntarily. 175 
forms were completed, which is 96% of the questionnaires received. 

 

5.2 Responses received  
Postcode information was requested in the questionnaire (Question A5). Of the 217 
responses, 146 (67%) provided this information.  

The image overleaf shows a heat-map of the concentration of responses by area. The 
heat-map highlights the areas where the most responses were received. The colour 
denotes a cluster of responses in a location. There are some individual responses 
outside the coloured areas and beyond the location shown on the map but these were 
not clustered. 
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Figure 9: Heat-map of the number of responses to the consultation by location 
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The below graph shows the number of questionnaire responses by age group, and 
shows that there was good representation across most age ranges. 

Figure 10: Bar chart showing questionnaire responses by age 

5.3 Respondents who did not use the questionnaire 
A number of stakeholders chose to submit letters or emails to present their consultation 
feedback. A total of 35 responses of this nature were returned. The majority of these 
were from local businesses or community groups.  

The comments in these letters have been logged and analysed. Although some 
correspondents did not complete the questionnaire, if an individual stated an option 
preference in their correspondence that has been included in the option selection 
analysis.  
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1 Consultation Responses 

1.1 Need for the scheme 

Overall, the comments were supportive of the need for improvements at the junction. 
In total, 71% either strongly agreed or agreed for the need to improve the existing 
junction. 16% either strongly disagreed or disagreed to work at the junction and 13% 
neither agreed nor disagreed.  

Figure 11: Pie chart showing how consultation respondents view the importance of the scheme 
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To what extent do you agree or disagree that the M42 junction 6 needs

improving?
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6.2 Option selection  
The consultation showed that 64% of the total responses preferred Option 1 with 15% 
preferring Option 3 and 10% preferring Option 2. 11% had no preference.   

Figure 12: Bar chart showing consultation responses option preference  

For the responses with demographic information the option selection has been broken 
down further. The data has been broken down to responses from: 

• Within the consultation boundary (as outlined in section 3.2 figure 7)

• Outside the consultation boundary

• Key businesses and organisations

o Birmingham Airport, NEC Group, Urban Growth Company, West
Midlands Combined Authority, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council,
Packington Estate Enterprises Limited, Evergreen Extra MSA Holdings
Limited, FSB (National Federation of Self Employed and Small
Businesses Ltd), Coventry and Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce,
Warwickshire Gaelic Athletic Association, Susan Barbara Christie Lady
Gooch (Gooch Estate), Jaguar Land Rover Limited, Prologis, Resorts
World Birmingham, Arden Cross Consortium, National Grid, JJ Gallagher
Ltd
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The breakdown of the 146 responses that provided address information is as follows: 

Numbers      

  No 
preference 

Option 
1 

Option 
2 

Option 
3 Total 

Within consultation boundary 1 25 1 15 42 

Those outside the consultation boundary  17 46 14 10 87 
Key businesses and organisations  2 14 1 0 17 

       

Percentages  
     

  No 
preference 

Option 
1 

Option 
2 

Option 
3 Total 

Within consultation boundary 2% 60% 2% 36% 100% 
Those outside the consultation boundary  20% 53% 16% 11% 100% 
Key businesses and organisations  12% 82% 6% 0% 100% 

 
 

 
Figure 13: Chart showing option preference where demographic information available    

 
These responses indicated that option 1 was the preferred option for those within and 
outside the consultation boundary and key businesses and organisations. Option 3 was 

2% 

20% 

12% 

60% 

53% 

82% 

2% 

16% 

6% 

36% 

11% 

0% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Within consultation boundary

Those outside the consultation boundary

Key businesses and organisations

Option 3 Option 2 Option 1 No preference

M42 J6 Report on Public Consultation with Appendices_FINAL_v.pdf   32 21/07/2017   12:22:33



 

Report No: 
HE551485-MOU-00-XX-PG-PE-0002 32 Revision 0.3 

March 2017   
 

the next best supported preference, particularly amongst those within the consultation 
boundary. 

Key reasons for selecting Option 1  

Below is a list of the key themes on which respondents stated they based their 
preference for Option 1. 

 

• “Additional road will be further from the village of Hampton in Arden.” 
 

• “Option 1 has the least impact on Bickenhill village in terms of residential 
properties, land and disruption.” 

 
• “Only solution that does not have yet another island between Clock roundabout 

and the new M42 junction.” 
 

• “Option 1 provides the appropriate balance between the objective of the scheme 
to provide a fast a reliable strategic link, balanced against the need to minimise 
impacts to local residents, maintenance, local road access and minimise 
environmental impacts.” 

 
• “Option 1 as this provides a more direct link to the A45 and the existing 

roundabout.” 
 

• “This option provides more flexibility in terms of a north/south junction which would 
be better for future growth planned in the area.  The dual carriageway element 
also runs the west side of Bickenhill having a lesser impact on property in that 
area.”   

 
• “Traffic flow looks like it will be smoother. Probably less impact (if that is possible) 

on Bickenhill village. Opportunity to combine new junction with MSA application for 
Catherine de Barnes.” 

 

Key reasons for selecting Option 2  

Below is a list of the key themes on which respondents based their preference for Option 
2. 

• “Minimises disruption and land loss whilst delivering the full benefit of a 
proper junction.” 

• “Appears to be the cheaper option and roundabout access to the local 
roads is better than access off the dual carriageway.” 

• “Option 2 gives a full access new junction for the M42, which option 3 
doesn't.  Also Option 2 maintains access to the local roads which option 1 
doesn't.  Option 2 therefore gives the most flexibility of road access.” 
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• “I think this is the most comprehensive when presented with the free flow 
left turns. It is currently a nightmare and I am passionate about the midlands 
being more than just a super warehouse, we need great links to provide 
high quality jobs.” 

• “Less green belt impact. Easier access.” 

• “This is the only option that will enable economic growth to be maximised, 
and for the existing and future economic and infrastructure needs of this 
part of the Midlands to be met.” 

Main reasons for selecting Option 3 

Below is a list of the key themes on which respondents based their preference for Option 
3. 

• “More flexible approach to traffic management.”  

• “Keeps new roads close to motorway so that sound pollution is contained 
into a narrower corridor.” 

• “It has aspects which are future proofed and allows room for the proposed 
M42 motorway services.” 

• “Least impact on Hampton in Arden.”  

• “Higher capacity junction with M42, and lower land take relative to traffic 
benefit.” 

• “Taking the shortest route this option appears to create the least damage to 
the environment, homes and greenbelt. I presume it would be the least cost 
option due the reduced length and complexity over the other options. It also 
serves to keep the junction and road network compact without sprawling 
across greenbelt all the way to Solihull Road.” 

Main reasons for selecting No Preference  

Below is a list of the key themes on which respondents stated their non-preference. 

• “Option 1 has significant impact on family home and land 
ownership.  However options 2 and 3 have more impact on the whole 
village of Bickenhill so impacts more people in total.  Not convinced there is 
a need for a junction at all as generally congestion not a big problem.” 

• “The proposed options could conceivably make it more difficult for people 
living or working in the vicinity of J6 to access their homes or places of work 
on foot or by bike.”  

• “The option I prefer is Theme 4 Interchange.”  

• “I do appreciate there are many residents who could be affected by any 
development but surely if traffic flow is improved then pollution should be 
reduced in the general area which overall is better for everyone and the 
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environment. I can't say I have a preference for one option over another but 
I do think one of the options should go ahead.” 

• “None of the options are acceptable. The correct option is to re-develop the 
existing interchange with direct motorway access to the airport.” 

• “There is no option selected because all will disturb the local village, 
scenery and landscape.” 

 

6.3 Questionnaires received  
A total of 182 questionnaires were returned. This included 17 by post, 113 completed 
online and 52 completed at public consultation events. Two questionnaires were received 
after the 27 January 2017 but have been included in the analysis.  

The questionnaire asked the following questions: 

A1. How often, if at all, do you travel through M42 junction 6? 

A2. During the last 12 months at what time of the day/night have you travelled through 
M42 junction 6? 

A3. Please indicate your reason for using the M42 junction 6 

A4. To what extent do you agree or disagree that M42 junction 6 needs improving? 

A5. Please provide the postcode for your home and workplace 

A6. Please tell us how concerned you are about the following issues: 

• Road safety 
• Congestion 
• Limited opportunities for economic growth 
• Construction impact 
• Landscape and scenery 
• Impact of scheme on residential properties 
• Regional connectivity 

A7. Which option do you prefer? 

A8. Reason for your preferred option 

A9. How did you find out about the M42 junction 6 consultation? 

A10. Do you have any general comments or observations, including anything you think 
we have missed or overlooked? 

The information received from all the questionnaires has been analysed and the findings 
are presented below: 

Question A1. How often, if at all, do you travel through M42 junction 6?  
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Figure 14: Pie chart showing how consultation respondents travel through M42 
junction 6 

 

The above chart shows that 51% of respondents travel through the M42 junction 6 
almost every day. One per cent travel fortnightly, 28% monthly, 18% rarely and 2% never 
travel through junction 6. Therefore, we can ascertain that the majority of comments are 
from those that regularly the junction.   

 
Question A2. During the last 12 months at what time of day / night have you 
travelled through the M42 junction 6? 

 
Figure 15: Pie chart showing when consultation respondents travel through M42 
junction 6   
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Respondents were able to select more than one time period. The above chart shows that 
the majority of respondents travel through the junction during at least two or more of the 
particular time periods.  

 

Question A3. Please indicate your reason for using M42 junction 6? 

  
Figure 16: Pie chart showing the reason consultation respondents travel through M42 
junction 6   

 

Respondents were able to select more than one reason. The above chart shows that 
39% of respondents use the junction only for leisure/personal reasons, compared to 26% 
using it only for work or commuting. 35% use the junction for both reasons. 

 

Question A4. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the M42 junction 6 
needs improving? 

Results of this are shown in section 6.1. 

 

Question A5. Please provide the postcode for your home and workplace 

Results of this have been used to produce the heat map shown in section 5.2 (figure 9). 
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Question A6. Please tell us how concerned you are about the following issues 

 
Figure 17: Bar chart showing concerns of consultation respondents    

 

This bar chart shows an overview of the concerns of respondents for each of the seven 
themes stated in the questionnaire.  Respondents showed their main concern was 
congestion followed by construction impact, impact of the scheme on residential 
properties and landscape and scenery.  Respondents showed lesser concern for limited 
opportunities for economic growth or regional connectivity. Many respondents stated 
additional concerns in the comment section of the questionnaire. These have been 
analysed in the Consultation Analysis section of the report.   

 

Question A7. Which option do you prefer? 

Results of this are shown in section 6.2 

 

Question A8. Reason for your preferred option 

Responses to this are included in section 6.2 
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Question A9. How did you find out about the M42 junction 6 consultation? 

 
Figure 18: Bar chart showing how consultation respondents stated they found out 
about the consultation  

 

The above chart shows that the majority of respondents stated they found out about the 
consultation by letter. 24% selected other, which included email at work, word of mouth, 
local forum. 
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7 Consultation analysis  

7.1 Comments made in the consultation  
All comments received during the consultation in the general comments sections, in the 
questionnaires and included in other correspondence have been documented and 
considered. 

The feedback received from the consultation will be used to inform the development of 
design and assessment in order to make a formal announcement later in 2017 on the 
preferred route option. Some comments received were beyond the scope of the 
consultation and scheme. However, these comments have still been documented. 

The analysis of comments involved: 

• Logging all consultation feedback in an online database. 
• Each written comment was broken down into themes and sub-themes. 

Correspondence were considered in their entirety, with the possibility of 
several themes being raised by one respondent. 

• The themes were then categorised as positive, negative and neutral. This 
was used to assess the general sentiment for that theme. 

• From the comments any suggested design changes or alternatives were 
identified and assessed. 

 
7.2 Analysis of key themes 
The comments received during the consultation were broken down into five themes 
(general, land, construction, environment and design) and then analysed further into sub-
themes to ascertain any trends. Each theme was assigned a sentiment in order to 
identify trends in comments. 
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Figure 19: Bar chart showing key themes in consultation responses 
 

The chart above shows an overview of the negative, positive and neutral comments 
received per key theme. The majority of comments were on the design theme with 118 
negative comments and 52 positive comments.  The land and construction themes 
received the least number of comments. 

 

Where demographic data is available the comments have been broken down further into 
those from: 

• within the consultation boundary (as outlined in section 3.2 figure 7) 
• outside consultation area 
• key businesses and organisations 
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Figure 20: Breakdown of comments for responses with demographic data 

 

The chart above shows that, for those within the consultation boundary, the theme 
receiving the most comments was design, with the majority of these comments being 
negative. Key businesses and organisations also commented the most on design but 
these were mostly neutral or positive.  

The respondents from within the consultation boundary also submitted a relatively high 
number of negative comments about environment.  In comparison, key businesses and 
organisations and those outside the consultation boundary made very few comments 
about the environment.  

Those outside the consultation provided far fewer comments, but the issue they 
commented on the most was design.  

 

7.3 Analysis of sub-themes 
The range of comments received for each theme were analysed further by creating sub-
themes. By reviewing the comments by sentiment, trends can be identified from 
stakeholders’ responses.  
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Positive comments 

 
Figure 21: Bar chart showing positive comments in consultation responses 
 

The chart above shows the number of positive comments received on sub themes. A 
number of respondents stressed their support for the scheme and the importance for 
improvement to the junction to help support future developments. There were also 
positive comments for the free flow links presented at the consultation. 

 

 
Figure 22: Breakdown of positive general comments in consultation responses 

 
There was a range of general positive comments and the chart above shows how these 
break down into themes. The majority of these comments stated appreciation of the early 
stakeholder engagement and welcomed the opportunity to comment on the scheme. 
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Negative comments 

 
Figure 23: Bar chart showing negative comments in consultation responses 
 

The chart above shows the number of negative comments received for key themes.  
There were 27 concerns raised about the impact the scheme would have on the local 
road network. The impact on green belt land and how option 3 would affect Bickenhill 
were raised by a number of respondents. There were also concerns that the Northern 
(Theme 5) option had been discounted too early.   

 

 
Figure 24: Breakdown of negative general comments in consultation responses 
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not explained” and “not enough key detail on the environmental impact”.  Concern was 
also raised that the scheme may not alleviate the traffic problems caused by major 
events in the area. 

Neutral comments 

 
Figure 25: Bar chart showing neutral comments in consultation responses 
 

The chart above shows the number of neutral comments received on key themes. The 
design themes received the most neutral comments, with respondents commenting on 
the location, free flow links, impact on local road network and future developments.  

 

 
Figure 26: Breakdown of neutral general comments in consultation responses 
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The majority of general neutral comments were requests to be included in ongoing 
engagement. 

Free flow links  
The consultation brochure included information on potential free flow left turns at M42 
junction 6.  These received a variety of comments in responses. Overall 31 comments 
were received on the free flow links. The graph below shows the breakdown of these by 
sentiment.  

 

 

Figure 27: Breakdown of comments in consultation responses on free flow left turns, broken down 
by sentiment 

 

The chart shows the comments received on the free flow left turns. The majority of these 
were either positive or neutral comments.  The majority of positive comments stated that 
the free flow left turns should not be an optional extra but should be an integral part of 
the scheme.   
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8 Design changes and alternatives  

8.1 Overview  
A number of respondents suggested changes and alternatives to the possible options 
presented at the consultation. All of these comments have been recorded and examined 
and an initial assessment has been undertaken to ascertain if the suggested changes 
meet the scheme objectives and are feasible and deliverable.  

 

8.2 Suggested design changes  
The suggestions for design changes identified during the consultation are shown below. 
These have been reviewed and will be looked at in more detail as the design progresses. 

Option 1 

• Move the road location north west at Clock interchange away from 
Bickenhill and nearer end of runway 

• Reduce impact zone 
• Road signage improvements 
• Additional spur to service Bham A45/JLR/proposed new industrial area 
• Manage the impact on local roads 
• Catherine-de-Barnes Lane replaced by the dual carriageway and closed to 

lessen the impact of road infrastructure on the area 
• Can north facing arms at the junction be included? 

Option 2 

• Design refined to reduce impact on houses 
• Change the road alignment to follow the M42 and pylon corridor 
• Additional roundabout changed to a flyover 
• Remove link road to Catherine de Barnes Lane to omit the proposed new 

roundabout 

Option 3 

• Improve the proximity of the existing junction 6 and new junction 

Free flow links 

• Free flow lanes should be an integral part of the preferred option and 
delivered scheme 

• More consideration on the impact of south east link on National Motorcycle 
Museum 

• Consider a free running lane on to the A45 West 
• Improving the existing northbound off slip with two lanes for vehicles turning 

right 
• Creating access into the Arden Cross (HS2 Interchange Triangle site) 
• Creating south west free flow link 
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General scheme changes 
There were also a number of comments about changes to the scheme in general. These 
are:  

• Ensure facilities for non-motorised users 
• Depending on option, design changes to mitigate against impact on 

identified National Grid assets. 
• Combine new junction with Motorway Service Area application 
• Ensure consideration are taken to reduce rat-runs on local roads   
• Improvements required at Clock Interchange 
• Consideration of potential development schemes in design 
• The new junction should be open before any works commence on the 

existing junction 6 
• Removal of traffic lights on the roundabout 
• Noise mitigation required 

 

8.3 Suggested alternative designs  
Some respondents provided alternative options or requested that previously discounted 
options are reviewed again. These are: 

• No need for new junction 
• West link from the new link road to Damson Parkway 
• Theme 1 should not be discounted 
• Theme 3 should not be discounted 
• Theme 4 should not be discounted 
• Theme 5 should not be discounted 
• Have traffic from the NEC exiting directly onto the junction 
• Separate queues for work commuters and NEC visitors 
• Proposal to improve access from M42N to A45E, and proposal to improve 

traffic flow across the Birmingham Business Park Island 
• Tunnel to reduce impact on green belt 
• Southern junction not so south 
• Re-develop the existing interchange with direct motorway access to the 

airport. 
• Trumpet interchange 
• Access slip roads just to join the motorway at north of NEC 

An examination of the alternative design suggestions concluded that many of the 
suggestions have been previously assessed and taken into account as part of the work 
during the option selection process.  The reasons for discounting several of the themes 
was included within the consultation materials. In addition, some of the alternatives 
suggested were not within the scheme remit. 
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8.4 Suggested alternative designs not previously included in option selection process  
Most of the alternative options mentioned by respondents have been previously 
assessed as part of the option selection process. The only options suggested which were 
not looked at as part of this process are:  

• West link from the new link road to Damson Parkway 
• Separate queues for work commuters and NEC visitors 
• Tunnel to reduce impact on green belt 
• Trumpet interchange 

An initial assessment of these shows that these options either do not meet the scheme 
objectives or are not viable or deliverable.  

 

8.5 Suggestions taken forward for further work 
The assessment of the changes put forward by respondents within the comments 
identified certain areas which will be taken forward in the design process as they will 
require additional work, in particular:  

• Clock interchange potential changes 
• Free flow links 
• Facilities for non-motorised users 

These three areas will be developed in more detail as the design process continues and 
the outcomes will be discussed with impacted stakeholders.  
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9 Conclusions 

Highways England held a 7 week non-statutory consultation to seek views on the 
proposed improvements to junction 6 of the M42 between Friday 9 December 2016 and 
Friday 27 January 2017. The feedback received from the consultation will be used to 
inform the further development of the assessment and design process which will lead to 
a decision of which route option to take forward. 

This consultation forms part of the Highways England commitment to engage with 
stakeholders. The project team had involved key stakeholders in the process of 
developing appropriate options to take forward to the public consultation.  The project 
team will continue to maintain close links with all the stakeholders as the scheme 
develops through the preliminary design and statutory process; in order to ensure their 
views and issues are incorporated into the design where appropriate.  

The consultation successfully met its aims. A comprehensive list of stakeholders affected 
by the proposed options were identified and contacted through a range of communication 
channels.  

In addition to the planned exhibitions the project team responded to stakeholders’ 
requests during the consultation for an additional exhibition specifically for Bickenhill 
residents. This was one of the most well attended exhibitions.  

The consultation clearly demonstrates a high level of support in principle for improving 
M42 junction 6, with 71% agreeing or strongly agreeing to the need.  

The consultation clearly demonstrates Option 1 as the preferred proposal with 64% of 
respondents selecting it as the option of choice.  

The consultation demonstrated that the free flow links were supported in general. 
However, the inclusion of the free flow links will require review in light of traffic modelling 
and additional engagement with affected landowners to develop the design.  

There were no new alternative options suggested during the consultation period that 
meet the scheme’s objectives whilst being both viable and deliverable. 

The comments and concerns raised during the consultation will be used by the project as 
they progress the design and will assist in the selection of the preferred option as the 
scheme approaches statutory consultation and Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application. They will also feed into the environmental assessments and review of 
facilities for non-motorised users which are required for the scheme.  

This is only the beginning of the process; a further statutory consultation will be held prior 
to submitting the scheme Development Consent Order application to give the public the 
chance to comment on the more detailed proposals. Highways England will review the 
programme for future consultation(s) after the preferred route announcement.  
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10 Appendices 
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List of communications channels 
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Channel  Stakeholder  Output   

Invitation letter to 
public events  

• Key businesses 

• Community and business 
groups 

• Emergency services 

• Transport associations 

• Statutory bodies 
 

Sent 25.11.16  
 
47 letters posted by first class mail 

Invitation letter to VIP 
event and other public 
events  

VIPs  Sent 25.11.16  
 
32 letters emailed and posted by first class mail.  
 

Invitation letter to 
public events 

Local residents and businesses 
within the consultation 
boundary 
 

Sent 25.11.16  
 
1809 letters delivered individually using a bicycle 
courier company 
 

Invitation letter to 
public events  
 

Landowners and occupiers 
identified as having an interest 
in land affected by the 
proposed options 

Sent 25.11.16  
 
210 letters delivered individually using a bicycle 
courier company or by post, depending on the 
location of the addressee 
 

Press release  Media  Press release sent on 5 December. It can be 
viewed on the Highways England website 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-
begins-on-m42-junction-6-upgrade  
 

Posters advertising 
public events (included 
QR codes linked to 
scheme webpage)  

Public  A4 posters were located on notice boards in local 
libraries, supermarkets, post offices, village notice 
boards and hotels for the period of the 
consultation.  
 
Posters were sent to locations 2 weeks before 
consultation on 25 November 2016. The locations 
were:  

1. Balsall Common Library 
2. Castle Bromwich Library 
3. Chelmsley Wood Library 
4. Dickens Heath Library 
5. Hampton in Arden Library 
6. Hobs Moat Library 
7. Kingshurst Library 
8. Knowle Library 
9. Marston Green Library 
10. Meriden Library 
11. Olton Library 
12. Shirley Library 
13. The Core Library 
14. Hampton in Arden Post office 
15. Elmdon Heath Post Office 
16. Meriden Post Office 
17. Marston Green Post Office 
18. Tesco - Sheldon 
19. Morrisons - Sheldon 
20. Morrisons - Solihull 
21. Waitrose - Solihull 
22. Spar - Hampton Lane 
23. Bickenhill Village Noticeboard 
24. Hampton in Arden Village Noticeboard 
25. Catherine de Barnes Village Noticeboard 
26. Marston Green village Noticeboard 
27. Coleshill Town Noticeboard 
28. Arden Hotel 
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Channel  Stakeholder  Output   
29. Crown Plaza Birmingham NEC 
30. Hilton Birmingham Metropole 
31. Hotel Ibis Birmingham Airport 
32. Novotel Birmingham Airport 
33. Hotel Ibis Styles 
34. Holiday Inn Express 
35. Hotel Ibis Budget Birmingham Airport 
36. Manor Hotel Meriden 
37. Holiday Inn Birmingham Airport 
38. Travelodge Birmingham Airport 
39. Etap Birmingham Airport 

 
Larger scale versions of the poster were displayed 
for the duration of the consultation period at: 

1. The National Motorcycle Museum 
2. Birmingham Airport 
3. The NEC  
4. Resorts World 
5. Birmingham International Train Station 

 
In addition PDF versions of the poster were 
emailed to the below organisations requesting 
onwards dissemination to staff / distribution lists. 

1. Birmingham Business Park 
2. Blythe Valley Business Park 
3. Jaguar Land Rover 
4. The NEC Group 
5. Birmingham Airport 
6. National Motorcycle Museum 

 

Consultation brochures 
to deposit locations 

Public  130 consultation brochures were initially deposited 
during the consultation period in the local libraries 
within Solihull Borough.  These were distributed to 
the libraries using the Solihull Library Service to:  

1. Balsall Common Library 
2. Castle Bromwich Library 
3. Chelmsley Wood Library 
4. Dickens Heath Library 
5. Hampton in Arden Library 
6. Hobs Moat Library 
7. Kingshurst Library 
8. Knowle Library 
9. Marston Green Library 
10. Meriden Library 
11. Olton Library 
12. Shirley Library 
13. The Core Library 
 

Marston Green library requested an additional 26 
consultation brohcures during the consultation 
period which were sent by Royal Mail 

 

Posters   Hard to reach road users  
 
 

Posters were displayed for the duration of the 
consultation period at motorway service areas for 
long distance drivers.   

1. Hopwood Services (M42) 
2. Tamworth Services (M42) 
3. Corley Services Northbound and 

Southbound (M6) 
4. Warwick Services Northbound (M40) 
5. Frankley Services Northbound (M5) 

Highways England 
website 

Public A project specific webpage was set up as part of 
the Highways England website, which was 
updated ahead of the consultation period to 
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Channel  Stakeholder  Output   
include the Consultation brochure and exhibition 
even details: 
http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/m42-
junction-6-improvement/  

Webchat  Public  A webchat was held on Wednesday 18 January 
between 11am-2pm with 1 person logging into the 
event. 
 

Social media  Public  Social media was used to advertise the public 
consultation.  The consultation also created social 
media activity 
 

Local authority website Residents of local authority In collaboration with Solihull MBC Communications 
team, the consultation was advertised on the local 
authority website 
 

Inclusion of article in 
LA email newsletter 
“Stay Connected” to 
those signed up for 
updates 

Interested parties registered for 
email updates for Consultations 
or Transport & Highways  

In collaboration with the Solihull MBC 
Communications team an article was included in 
the “Stay Connected” email newsletter.   
 
This was sent to a total of 2412 recipients who 
were registered to the Consultation Group or 
Transport & Highways Group 
 

Inclusion in SMBC 
residents magazine 
(“Your Solihull”) 

Residents of local authority Advertisement included in Winter 2016 Your 
Solihull which is Solihull Council's quarterly 
magazine sent to approximately 90,000 residents 
within the borough.  Also available online and at 
Solihull libraries. 
 

Inclusion of article in 
LA internal staff 
newsletter 

Staff of local authority many of 
which may be affected by 
scheme  

This was arranged through Solihull MBC 
Communications team. 
 

Invitation letter to 
additional Bickenhill 
public event 

Residents of Bickenhill village 
and surrounding area 

22.12.16 
 
132 properties were identified within Bickenhill 
village and surrounding area.  Letters were hand 
delivered and contained a copy of the public 
consultation brochure. 
 

House to house visits  Properties along the corridor of 
impact for each of the 3 options 

24.01.17 
 
An exercise was carried out to identify properties 
along the corridor of impact for each of the 3 
options that hadn’t attended a consultation event.   
 
18 properties were identified and a door to door 
exercise was carried out to visit each address to 
ensure awareness of the scheme and consultation 
response deadline. 
 
If no answer a ‘calling card’ was posted through 
letterbox with details of how to respond to the 
consultation. 
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Early Engagement   

Early discussion meetings were held to present details of the scheme to date and to listen to thoughts 
and concerns before developing the options in more detail. 

Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 14 April 2016 

Birmingham Airport 26 April 2016 

Greater Birmingham & Solihull Local Enterprise 
Partnership 

11 May 2016 

National Motorcycle Museum 12 May 2016 

NEC 12 May 2016 

Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP - Meriden 13 May 2016 

Hampton-In-Arden Parish Council 17 May 2016 

Jaguar Land Rover Limited 18 May 2016 

Network Rail 19 May 2016 

Birmingham City Council 26 May 2016 

Coventry & Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership 3 June 2016 

Arden Cross Consortium 16 June 2016 

West Midlands Combined Authority 30 June 2016 

HS2 30 June 2016 

Bickenhill & Marston Green Parish Council 6 July 2016 

Warwickshire County Council 12 August 2016 

  
Meeting for Birmingham Airport to share their growth strategy and discuss what implications there may 
be in respect of scheme and vice versa. 

Birmingham Airport 19 July 2016 

 

Pre-Consultation    

Meetings to share further progress on the options and to listen to any thoughts or concerns prior to 
presenting the options at Public Consultation. 

Urban Growth Company 26 October 2016 

National Motorcycle Museum 27 October 2016 

Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP 27 October 2016 

Birmingham Airport 28 October 2016 

Jaguar Land Rover Limited 31 October 2016 

Hampton-In-Arden Parish Council 1 November 2016 

Bickenhill & Marston Green Parish Council 2 November 2016 

Birmingham City Council 3 November 2016 

Craig Tracey MP - North Warwickshire 4 November 2016 

Arden Cross Consortium 7 November 2016 

NEC 10 November 2016 

Coventry & Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership 14 November 2016 

HS2 22 November 2016 

West Midlands Combined Authority 25 November 2016 

Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 29 November 2016 

  

Consultation Period   

Insufficient time at previous meeting (14.11.16) to properly discuss the scheme and its implications.  
Specific one item agenda meeting to discuss M42 junction 6. 

Coventry & Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership 11 January 2017 

  
Meeting to discuss options in more detail in advance of making a formal response to the PC. 

Local landowners  10 January 2017 

Local landowners  11 January 2017 

Hampton-In-Arden Parish Council 13 January 2017 

Warwickshire Gaelic Athletic Association 19 January 2017 

  
Presentation of scheme and options currently under public consultation. 

Solihull Tourism Forum – 38 organisations represented 18 January 2017 
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Poster used to advertise the public events 
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Highways England Creative S160502

M42 junction 6 

Improvement scheme

Public consultations

We want to hear 
your views
Highways England is holding a public 

consultation on options for the M42 

junction 6 improvement scheme from 

9 December 2016 until 27 January 2017.

Your opinion is important to us.

Visit one of our consultation events to meet 

our project team and learn more about the 

proposed scheme, or fi nd out more about 

how you can tell us what you think on our 

website: www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

Contact us
Write to: Highways England, 

M42 junction 6 Project Team, The Cube,199 

Wharfside Street, Birmingham, B1 1RN

Email: 

m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

Telephone: 0300 123 5000

Friday 9 
December 2016

2pm – 8pm
The Arden Hotel, 
Coventry Road, Solihull, 
B92 OEH

Saturday 10 
December 2016

10am – 4pm
Catherine de Barnes 
Village Hall, Hampton 
Lane, B91 2TJ

Monday 12 
December 2016

10am – 6pm
Fentham Hall, Marsh 
Lane, Hampton in Arden, 
B92 0AH

Wednesday 4 
January 2017

10am – 5pm
The Core Touchwood, 
Solihull, B91 3RG

Saturday 14 
January 2017

9am – 6pm

The NEC*, North 
Avenue, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT
(Atrium, entrance 2)

Wednesday 18 
January 2017

11am – 2pm
Webchat
(join in via our website)

*A further exhibition stand will be available for viewing within the 

Ladies Kennel Association Show at the NEC on Saturday 10 and 

Sunday 11 December 2016.
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Example of letter to stakeholders about public events 
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NAME  
ADDRESS 

Highways England 
M42 J6 Project Team 
The Cube 
199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
B1 1RN 
 
 
25 November 2016 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

  
M42 Junction 6 Improvement Scheme  
Invitation to Public Consultation Events 
 
Highways England is in the process of looking at options for improvements to the M42 at junction 6 
to allow for better movement of traffic on and off the M42 and A45 and to support economic growth 
in the area.  The improvements will also support access to Birmingham Airport and prepare 
capacity for the potential new HS2 station.   
 
We would like to give you the opportunity to share your views on our proposals.  You can find out 
more at the consultation events listed below where our project team will be available to answer 
your questions. 
 

 
Arden Hotel 

Coventry Road, Solihull 
B92 0EH 

Friday 9 December 2016 
 2pm to 8pm 

 

 
Catherine de Barnes Village Hall 

Hampton Lane, Catherine de Barnes  
B91 2TJ 

Saturday 10 December 2016 
10am to 4pm 

 
Fentham Hall 

Marsh Lane, Hampton in Arden 
B92 0AH 

Monday 12 December 2016 
10am to 6pm 

 

 
The Core 

Touchwood,Solihull 
B91 3RG 

Wednesday 4 January 2017 
10am to 5pm 

(The exhibition stands will remain on display 
until 27 January 2017) 

 
 

The NEC 
North Avenue, Birmingham 

B40 1NT 
Saturday 14 January 2017  

9am to 6pm 
     (at Atrium entrance 2)  

 

 
Webchat 

(Register your email address on our website to 
get involved) 

Wednesday 18 January 2017  
11am to 2pm 

 

A further exhibition stand will also be available for viewing within the Ladies Kennel Association 
Show at the NEC on Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 December 2016.   
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If you cannot attend an event, further information about the project is available on our website. The 
scheme consultation leaflet is also available to view at any of the libraries within Solihull Borough.   
 
Your opinion is important to us. In order for us to take your views into account, please contact the 
project team: 
 
Website: www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6 

 

Post:  Highways England    
M42 J6 Project Team 
The Cube 
199 Wharfside Street   
Birmingham 
B1 1RN     

 
Email:   m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk     
 

Telephone:   0300 123 5000 
 
I thank you for taking the time to read this letter and I hope to see you at one of our events.   
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Graham Littlechild 
Project Manager Highways England 
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Public Consultation brochure 
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9 December 2016 - 27 January 2017

M42 junction 6
Improvement scheme

Public Consultation
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M42 junction 6
Improvement scheme
Public Consultation

We’re making journeys better in the 
Midlands by operating, maintaining 
and modernising major A roads 
and motorways - delivering a 
big government investment 
programme. We’re committed to 
ensuring that the region’s roads are 
fit for now and for the future.

This consultation will run for seven 
weeks, from 9 December 2016  
until 27 January 2017.

We look forward to hearing from you.
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Introduction

Highways England is developing options to improve 

junction 6 of the M42 to allow better movement of traffic 

on and off the A45, supporting access to Birmingham 

Airport and preparing capacity for the new HS2 station.

Junction 6 of the M42 connects the M42 to the A45  
to the east of Birmingham near the National Exhibition 
Centre (NEC). It has almost reached capacity causing 
severe congestion and delays across the network. 
This congestion will increase as traffic levels grow 
due to the planned and aspirational developments  
in the area.

In order to relieve the congestion, we plan  
to undertake a comprehensive upgrade of the 
junction. This will also accommodate the planned 
developments, and provide added resilience 
to ensure that future developments can be 
accommodated with minimum disruption to  
the public.

Over the last year we have identified and 
assessed a number of options and have 
concluded that the best way to improve  
the capacity of the M42 junction 6 would be 
to provide a new link from the A45 Clock 
Interchange to the M42 south of the junction.

We have developed 3 options, which we 
believe meet the investment, road user  
and community needs, and would like  
to hear your views on these options.

3
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Why do we need this scheme?

M42 junction 6 lies at the heart of an area of 
dynamic growth and is surrounded by a unique 
mix of existing and proposed major assets that 
serve both the local and wider economy. Current 
levels of congestion are having a serious effect on 
communities and businesses and would constrain 
future development planned in the area. 

Improving the M42 junction 6 will:

�	 Promote safe and reliable operation  
of the wider corridor 
The scheme will improve the safety of the 
network by providing further resilience 
and capacity, reducing driver stress and 
enabling safer access to and from the 
motorway.

�	 Increase capacity of the junction 
The scheme will improve traffic flow by 
removing a significant amount of vehicles 
from the roundabout at junction 6. 

�	 Improve access to key businesses 
Junction 6 is the gateway to an expanding 
Birmingham Airport, the National Exhibition 
Centre, Birmingham Business Park and 
other key businesses in the area. In addition 
to this planned growth there is also the 
proposed HS2 station, expected to be 
operational by 2026. The improvements to 
junction 6 will support access to these key 
businesses.

�	 Support future economic growth 
Current congestion and journey time 
reliability issues on the M42 and at  
junction 6 are significant constraints to 
future investment and economic growth.  
An improvement to the junction will 
encourage continued investment in the 
regional economy and support new 
corporate, commercial and residential 
development opportunities.
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Identifying options

During the past year, we have been identifying 
and validating potential options which could 
provide solutions to the issues identified at M42 
junction 6.

To identify the options we are presenting as part 
of this consultation, we went through the following 
3 stages:

Stage 1
We identified 40 options which would meet our objectives for the scheme. 

40 options

A high level assessment was undertaken and six themes remained.  

Stage 2
The 6 themes were then assessed in more detail to identify viable options to take  
to Public Consultation.

Theme 1 _
North and 
south 
junctions

Theme 2 _
Southern 
junction

Theme 3 _
Southern 
junction with 
link to HS2

Theme 4 _
Interchange

Theme 6 _
Free flow  
left turns

Theme 5 _
Northern 
junction

Discounted Discounted Discounted DiscountedTaken forward Taken forward

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Stage 3
This work identified that the only viable solution is to have a new junction to the south with a 
connection to the A45 Clock Interchange. We have identified three options to match this solution.  
In addition, one or more free flow left turns at M42 junction 6 could be included with these options.

These 3 options are detailed on the following pages.
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This option would provide a new 2.4 kilometre dual carriageway link between the Clock Interchange 
and an all movements junction allowing north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road. 
The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional flows of traffic, and free 
flow links would be provided to give improved access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

The new dual carriageway would be to the west of Bickenhill and would generally be below 
ground level crossing underneath the B4438 (Catherine de Barnes Lane), near Bickenhill and 
towards the M42. The alignment would tie closely into the existing local road corridor to minimise 
effect on the green belt.

Connection onto the local roads could be designed to minimise long distance traffic use of local 
roads whilst enabling access to the Clock Interchange.

Option 1
Link to the west of Bickenhill
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This option would provide a new 2.3 kilometre dual carriageway link between the Clock Interchange 
and an all movements junction allowing north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road.

The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional flows of traffic and a 
free flow link would be provided to improve access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass beneath Church Lane 
before returning to existing levels north of Shadowbrook Lane. The alignment would minimise the 
effect on the green belt as it is closer to the existing M42 corridor through the area.

Connection onto the local roads would be via a new roundabout north of Bickenhill. This 
roundabout would be at the existing ground level with link roads to the Clock Interchange, 
Catherine de Barnes Lane and Airport Way.

Option 2
Link to the east of Bickenhill
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This option would provide a new 1.6 kilometre dual carriageway link between the Clock 
Interchange and a restricted movements junction with the M42 north of Shadowbrook Lane. This 
junction would only enable traffic to join the M42 southbound or exit the M42 northbound using free 
flow links. The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the additional flows of traffic 
and a free flow link would be provided to improve access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

The new dual carriageway would be to the east of Bickenhill and pass beneath Church Lane 
before rising on an embankment to cross the M42 on a large bridge. The alignment would 
minimise the effect on the green belt as it is closer to the existing M42 corridor through the area.

Connection onto the local roads would be via a new roundabout north of Bickenhill. This 
roundabout would be at the existing ground level with link roads to the Clock Interchange, 
Catherine de Barnes Lane and Airport Way.

Option 3
Link to the east of Bickenhill
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Whichever option we take forward, there is the potential to maximise the improvement at M42 
junction 6 even further by providing dedicated free flow left turns.

These links could effectively remove traffic from the roundabout by providing dedicated left turn 
links at the NEC, National Motorcycle Museum and north east quadrant of the roundabout, and 
could enhance the scheme in addition to reducing future congestion.

Further design, discussion and more detailed traffic modelling is required to determine the 
benefits of each link before they could be included.

Optional free flow left turns
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Environmental and local effects

We attach great importance to the environment. 
The route options developed minimise the 
environmental impact where possible. This plan 
maps out all the proposed route options and the 
important environmentally sensitive areas

A team of environmental specialists is working 
very closely with the design team and is involved 
in all key decisions.

We will carry out an environmental assessment 
so that we can compare the effects that each 
option would have on the environment.

As the scheme design develops further, we will 
be sensitive to the local environment. We will 
also take steps to safeguard water quality, local 
ecology and cultural heritage sites.
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Comparison of options

Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Summary

Scheme 
objectives

Value for 
money

Medium Medium Medium
Value for money assessment 
includes committed development 
and HS2.

Improves 
resilience

Significant
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Slight 
benefit

Option 3 provides limited resilience 
due to limited movements at 
southern junction. Options 2 and 3 
do not provide a free flow link to the 
airport.

Increase 
capacity

Yes Yes Yes All options will increase capacity at 
existing junction.

Improves 
access

Significant
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Slight 
benefit

Option 1 provides free flow links to 
airport and Clock Interchange, other 
options require roundabouts to make 
connections.

Social 

Safety
Slight  
benefit 

Slight  
benefit 

Slight  
benefit 

Improvement at junction 6 has 
potential to reduce accidents

Commuting 
and other 
users

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Options 1 and 2 provide greater 
resilience and all three improve 
journey time reliability. Further 
development of NMU access to 
be identified and provided as 
appropriate.

Reliability 
impact on 
commuting 
and other 
users

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Options 1 and 2 provide greater 
resilience and all three improve 
journey time reliability. Further 
development of NMU access to 
be identified and provided as 
appropriate.

Physical 
activity

Slight  
benefit

Slight  
benefit

Slight  
benefit

Improvements to NMU routes will 
be identified and provided as 
appropriate.

Accessibility 
to local road 
network

Moderate 
adverse

Slight  
adverse

Slight  
adverse

Option 1 has more impact on 
Catherine de Barnes Lane as 
accesses are designed to minimise 
the potential for "rat running".  
There will be no direct access 
from Church Lane to the dual 
carriageway with Options 2 and 3. 
All options will make local access  
to Clock Interchange more  
difficult.

Journey 
quality 

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

The scheme will include clear and 
unambiguous signing to alleviate 
congestion and improve journey 
time reliability, lowering driver 
stress.

Severance
Moderate  
adverse

Moderate  
adverse

Moderate  
adverse

All options will have impacts on 
Bickenhill. Option 3 may have 
comparably less impact.
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Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Summary

Environmental

Impact on 
green belt

Moderate 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

All options will require land take 
and sever green belt land.

Noise
Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

All options introduce a new 
road corridor potentially 
increasing noise in Bickenhill. 
Option 1 provides the best 
opportunity for mitigation 
to reduce noise on the 
surrounding area. All options 
will result in awareness of 
construction noise. Noise 
modelling is required to 
quantify impacts and develop a 
mitigation strategy.

Air quality
Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

All options introduce a new road 
corridor potentially reducing air 
quality in Bickenhill. Air quality 
dispersion modelling is required 
to quantify impacts.

Visual 
impacts

Slight 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

Severe 
adverse

All options will require 
mitigation to reduce visual 
impacts. Option 1 will generally 
be in cutting to the west of 
Bickenhill. Options 2 and 3 
will pass underneath Church 
Lane and require street lighting 
north of Bickenhill. Option 3 will 
have a large embankment and 
structure over the M42 to the 
east of Bickenhill.

Landscape
Moderate 
adverse

Moderate 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Option 1 and 2 would result in 
the permanent loss of ancient 
woodland. All options involve 
fragmentation of field patterns 
around the new link road, 
increased traffic movements and 
lighting within the landscape 
surrounding Bickenhill. A 
mitigation strategy will be 
developed in collaboration with 
ecology consultants.

Historic 
environment

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Option 1 is closest to the most 
listed buildings. Mitigation for 
physical and setting impacts 
will be developed through the 
Environmental Assessment 
process.

Biodiversity
Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

All options would have potential 
impacts to local wildlife sites and 
habitats.

Water 
environment

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Slight 
adverse

Potential minor impacts to water 
environment will be mitigated 
through the design process.

Comparison of options
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Comparison of options

Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Summary

Economy

Business 
users and 
transport 
providers

Moderate 
benefit

Moderate 
benefit

Slight 
benefit

Options 1 and 2 provide greater 
resilience and do not preclude 
future development.

Reliability 
impact on 
business 
users

Moderate 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

Slight 
benefit 

Options 1 and 2 all movements 
southern junction maximises 
resilience which improves 
reliability. 

Regeneration
Moderate 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

Slight 
benefit 

Options 1 and 2 support known 
developments and do not 
preclude future developments in 
the area. 

Wider 
impacts

Significant 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

Moderate 
benefit 

All options will support the 
potential for development in the 
wider area.

*Tables do not assume significant mitigation. Mitigation to these effects will be discussed with all stakeholders as we 
develop the scheme prior to formal planning application.
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Reasons for rejection

�	 Significantly exceeds budget; provides very low value for money

�	 Northern junction would clash with proposed HS2 structures

�	 Northern junction is too close to M42 junction 7; would not allow safe access and egress onto the 
motorway

�	 Considerable impact on local environment (businesses and local villages) and the green belt

�	 Considerable impact on road users during construction

Options considered and discounted

Options considered and discounted

Theme 1 - North & south junctions
Two new junctions - one to the north and one to the south of the existing junction 6.
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Options considered and discounted
15

Reasons for rejection

�	 Significantly exceeds budget; provides very low value for money

�	 Parallel link roads would have significant effect on green belt

�	 The eastern link to HS2 development does not provide enough benefit to offset the costs including 
the effect on local stakeholders

�	 The western link to A45 does not allow full movements to the A45. It would only enable connection  
to A45 westbound traffic

Theme 3 - Southern junction with link to HS2
New junction to the south of the existing junction 6 with link roads to the Clock Interchange roundabout 
and a new link to the proposed HS2 station car park.
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Reasons for rejection

�	 Significantly exceeds budget; provides very low value for money

�	 Very challenging to build; considerable impact on road users during construction

�	 Considerable impact on local businesses and road network during construction (removal of National 
Motorcycle Museum)

�	 Interchange would require widening of M42 to 5 lanes

Theme 4 - Interchange
Reconstruction of junction 6 as an interchange.

16
Options considered and discounted
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Reasons for rejection

�	 Within budget; provides low value for money

�	 Northern junction will clash with proposed HS2 structures

�	 Northern junction is too close to M42 junction 7; would not allow safe entry to and exit from the 
motorway

�	 Considerable impact on road users during construction

Theme 5 - Northern junction
New junction and link to the north.

17
Options considered and discounted
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Next steps

This consultation is your opportunity to express 
your views on the route options we are proposing 
ahead of the project team developing the 
scheme further and choosing a preferred route.

This consultation will run for seven weeks, from 
9 December 2016 until 27 January 2017. After 
the consultation ends, we will publish a report 
summarising the responses. From this, the 
project team will make recommendations for 
further development of the scheme.

Subject to the findings of the consultation, a 
preferred route announcement will be made in 
early 2017 and the pre-application stage of the 
development consent process will begin.

Development Consent Order 
application

This scheme is classed as a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the 
Planning Act 2008. As such, we are required to 
make an application for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) in order to obtain permission to 
construct the scheme. The application will be 
made to the Planning Inspectorate, who will 
examine the application in public hearings and 
then make a recommendation to the Secretary of 
State for Transport, who will decide on whether or 
not the project will go ahead.

We currently intend to make our application by 
spring 2018. Prior to the application, we will 
undertake further public consultation on our 
detailed design proposals.

End of construction

Start of construction

decision

18

M42 junction 6
Improvement scheme
Public Consultation
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We want to hear your views

Your opinion is important to us. Visit one of our consultation events to meet our project team and learn 
more about the proposed scheme, or find out more about how you can tell us what you think on our 
website.

Consultation events

Date Location Time

Friday 9 December 
2016

The Arden Hotel
Coventry Road, Solihull 
B92 OEH

2pm – 8pm

Saturday 10 December
2016

Catherine de Barnes  
Village Hall

Hampton Lane 
B91 2TJ

10am – 4pm

Monday 12 December 
2016

Fentham Hall
Marsh Lane, Hampton in Arden 
B92 0AH

10am – 6pm

Wednesday 4 January
2017

The Core
Touchwood, Solihull 
B91 3RG

10am – 5pm

Saturday 14 January 
2017

The NEC
North Avenue, Birmingham 
B40 1NT (between atrium 
entrances 2 and 3)

9am – 6pm

Wednesday 18 January
2017

Webchat (join in via our website) 11am – 2pm

A further exhibition stand will be available for viewing within the Ladies Kennel Association Show at the 
NEC on Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 December 2016.

You can complete a questionnaire at one 
of the exhibitions or online via our website:  
www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

or 

contact us:
Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
B1 1RN 

email us 
m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

go online
www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

call us
0300 123 5000

This consultation will run  
for seven weeks, from  
9 December 2016  
until 27 January 2017.

We look forward to hearing  
from you.

19

M42 junction 6
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Contact information 

You can use the following methods to contact us or to respond to the public consultation:

�	 complete the questionnaire at the back of this brochure and send to us: 

Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
B1 1RN

You can also:

�	 attend a public consultation event and complete a questionnaire

�	 complete the consultation questionnaire online at www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

�	 email m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

�	 call 0300 123 5000 
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M42 junction 6 improvement scheme  
Questionnaire
The consultation will run from 9 December 2016 to 27 January 2017.  
The closing date for responses is 27 January 2017.  

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. Your views are important to us. This 
questionnaire can be completed online, or at one of our exhibitions (please deposit on your way out). 
Alternatively, you can detach your completed questionnaire from the leaflet and post it to us at our 
postal address (see page 20)

Fo
ld

 a
nd

 c
ut

A1. How often, if at all, do you travel through M42 junction 6?

Almost every day Weekly Monthly Rarely Never

A2. During the last 12 months at what time of the day / night have you travelled through M42 junction 6?   
(Select all that apply)

Peak hours 7am to 10am Day time 10am to 4pm Peak hours 4pm to 7pm Night time 7pm to 7am

 A3. Please indicate your reason for using the M42 junction 6 (Select all that apply)

Work / Commuting Leisure / Personal

A4. To what extent do you agree or disagree that M42 junction 6 needs improving? 

Strongly agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly disagree

A5. Please provide the postcode for your home and workplace  
(this information helps us to understand where people live and work in relation to the scheme. It cannot 
be used to identify individuals and will be treated in accordance with the Data Protection Act.)

Home 

Work 

M42 junction 6 improvement scheme questionnaire
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A6. Please tell us how concerned you are about the following issues (please tick)

Very 
concerned

Concerned
Little 

concern
No 

concern
No opinion 

Road safety

Congestion

Limited opportunities for economic growth

Construction impact

Landscape and scenery

Impact of scheme on residential properties

Regional connectivity

A7. Which option do you prefer (please tick) 

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 No preference 

A8. Reason for your preferred option  

A9. How did you find out about the M42 junction 6 consultation? 

  Letter through door 		    Direct contact from Highways England

  Public notice		    Local community group

  Highways England website 	   Other (please specify) 

  Local newspaper article		

A10. Do you have any general comments or observations, including anything you think we have missed 
or overlooked?  

M42 junction 6 improvement scheme questionnaire
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Equality and diversity 
To help us meet our diversity guidelines please fill in this section. You are not obliged to complete this. 
The information will only be used by Highways England to monitor its effectiveness at consulting with 
the whole community. This information will not be used for any other purpose. Individuals will not be 
identified when the results are published. 

C1. Age

 Under 18        18-24        25-34        35-44        45-54        55-64        Over 65

C2. Gender

 Male                Female                Prefer not to say

C3. Please tick which group you consider you belong:

British or Mixed British

 English            Irish            Scottish            Welsh            Other (specify if you wish)

South Asian

 Bangladeshi                 Indian                 Pakistan                 Other (specify if you wish)

Black

 African           Caribbean           Other (specify if you wish) 

East Asian

 Chinese           Japanese           Other (specify if you wish) 

Mixed

 Please specify if you wish 

Any other ethnic background

 Please specify if you wish             Prefer not to say

C4. Do you follow a religion or faith?

 Yes             No             If ‘yes’, specify if you wish              Prefer not to say 

C5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?

 Yes             No             If ‘yes’, specify if you wish              Prefer not to say 

Fo
ld

 a
nd

 c
ut

M42 junction 6 improvement scheme questionnaire
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© Crown copyright 2016.
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or  
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This document is also available on our website at www.gov.uk/highways

If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@highwaysengland.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways England publications code PR148/16.

Highways England Creative S160498

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any inclusive minutes 
in the same way as 01 and 02 calls. These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or 
payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

Contact us 
You can use the following methods to  
contact us or to respond to the public consultation:

�	 complete the questionnaire at the back of this brochure 
and send to us: 

Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street, Birmingham, B1 1RN

You can also:

�	 attend a public consultation event and complete  
a questionnaire

�	 complete the consultation questionnaire online  
at www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

�	 email m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

�	 call 0300 123 5000
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Creative, Guildford S160498

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Public consultation 
exhibition
From 9 December 2016  
to 27 January 2017

Welcome

Creative, Guildford S160498

What are we doing? 
Highways England is developing options to improve 
junction 6 of the M42 to allow better movement of traffic on 
and off the A45, supporting access to Birmingham Airport 
and preparing capacity for the new HS2 station.

M42 junction 6 connects the M42 to the A45 to the east of 
Birmingham near the National Exhibition Centre (NEC). 

In order to relieve the congestion and improve journey 
times, we plan to undertake a comprehensive upgrade 
of the junction in order to accommodate the planned 
developments, and provide added resilience to ensure that 
future developments can be accommodated with minimum 
disruption to the public.

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme
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Creative, Guildford S160498

Why do we need this 
scheme? 
M42 junction 6 lies at the heart of an area of dynamic 
growth and is surrounded by a unique mix of existing and 
proposed major assets that serve both the local and wider 
economy. Current levels of congestion are having a serious 
effect on communities and businesses and would constrain 
future development planned in the area. 

Improving the  
M42 junction 6 will:

� Promote safe and 
reliable operation  
of the wider corridor

� Increase capacity  
of the junction

� Improve access  
to key businesses

� Support future  
economic growth

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Creative, Guildford S160498

Option 1
Link to the west of Bickenhill

This option would provide a new 2.4 kilometre dual carriageway 
link between the Clock Interchange and an all movements junction 
allowing north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road. 
The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the 
additional flows and a free flow link would be provided to give 
improved access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme
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Option 2
Link to the east of Bickenhill

This option would provide a new 2.3 kilometre dual carriageway 
link between the Clock Interchange and an all movements junction 
allowing north and south access to the M42 north of Solihull Road. 
The Clock Interchange would be improved to accommodate the 
additional flows of traffic and a free flow link would be provided to 
improve access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Creative, Guildford S160498

Option 3
Link to the east of Bickenhill

This option would provide a new 1.6 kilometre dual carriageway link 
between the Clock Interchange and a restricted movements junction 
with the M42 north of Shadowbrook Lane. This junction would only 
enable traffic to join the M42 southbound or exit the M42 northbound 
using free flow links. The Clock Interchange would be improved to 
accommodate the additional flows of traffic and a free flow link would 
be provided to improve access to Birmingham Airport and A45 west.

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme
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Optional free flow left turns

Whichever option we take forward, there is the potential to maximise 
the improvement at M42 junction 6 even further by providing 
dedicated free flow left turns.

These links could effectively remove traffic from the roundabout by 
providing dedicated left turn links at the NEC, National Motorcycle 
Museum and north east quadrant of the roundabout and could 
increase benefits and reduce future congestion.

Further design, discussion and more detailed traffic modelling is 
required to determine the benefits of each link before they could be 
included. 

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Creative, Guildford S160498

Environmental  
and local effects 
We attach great importance to the environment. The route 
options developed minimise the environmental impact 
where possible. This plan maps out all the proposed route 
options and the important environmentally sensitive areas.

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme
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Comparison of options

* Tables do not assume significant mitigation. Mitigation to these effects will be discussed with all stakeholders as we develop 
the scheme prior to formal planning application.

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Scheme 
objectives

Value for money Medium Medium Medium

Improves 
resilience

Significant
Benefit

Moderate
Benefit

Slight 
Benefit

Increase 
capacity

Yes Yes Yes

Improves access
Significant
Benefit

Moderate
Benefit

Slight 
Benefit

Social 

Safety
Slight  
Benefit 

Slight  
Benefit 

Slight  
Benefit 

Commuting and 
other users

Moderate 
Benefit

Moderate 
Benefit

Moderate 
Benefit

Reliability impact 
on commuting 
and other users

Moderate 
Benefit

Moderate 
Benefit

Moderate 
Benefit

Physical activity
Slight  
Benefit

Slight  
Benefit

Slight  
Benefit

Accessibility 
to local road 
network

Moderate 
Adverse

Slight  
Adverse

Slight  
Adverse

Journey quality 
Moderate 
Benefit

Moderate 
Benefit

Moderate 
Benefit

Severance
Moderate  
Adverse

Moderate  
Adverse

Moderate  
Adverse

Creative, Guildford S160498

Comparison of options

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Impacts Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Environmental

Impact on 
green belt

Moderate 
Adverse

Moderate 
Adverse

Moderate 
Adverse

Noise
Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Air Quality
Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Visual impacts
Slight 
Adverse

Moderate 
Adverse

Severe 
Adverse

Landscape
Moderate 
Adverse

Moderate 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Historic 
Environment

Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Biodiversity
Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Water 
Environment

Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Slight 
Adverse

Economy

Business users 
and transport 
providers

Moderate 
Benefit

Moderate 
Benefit

Slight 
Benefit

Reliability 
impact on 
business users

Moderate 
Benefit 

Moderate 
Benefit 

Slight 
Benefit 

Regeneration
Moderate 
Benefit 

Moderate 
Benefit 

Slight 
Benefit 

Wider impacts
Significant 
Benefit 

Moderate 
Benefit 

Moderate 
Benefit 

* Tables do not assume significant mitigation. Mitigation to these effects will be discussed with all stakeholders as we develop 
the scheme prior to formal planning application.
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Options considered  
and discounted
Theme 1
North & south junctions with link to HS2

Theme 3
Southern junction with link to HS2

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Reasons for Rejection

� Significantly exceeds budget; 
provides very low value for 
money

� Parallel link roads would have 
significant effect on green belt

� The eastern link to HS2 
development does not provide 
enough benefit to offset the 
costs including the effect on 
local stakeholders

� The western link to A45 does 
not allow full movements to 
the A45. It would only enable 
connection to A45 westbound 
traffic

Reasons for Rejection

� Significantly exceeds budget; 
provides very low value for 
money 

� Northern junction would clash 
with proposed HS2 structures

� Northern junction is too close 
to M42 junction 7; would not 
allow safe access and egress 
onto the motorway

� Considerable impact on local 
environment (businesses and 
local villages) and the green belt

� Considerable impact on road 
users during construction

Creative, Guildford S160498

Options considered  
and discounted
Theme 4
Interchange

Theme 5
Northern junction 

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Reasons for Rejection

� Within budget; provides low 
value for money

� Northern junction will clash 
with proposed HS2 structures

� Northern junction is too close 
to M42 junction 7; would not 
allow safe entry to and exit 
from the motorway

� Considerable impact on road 
users during construction

Reasons for Rejection

� Significantly exceeds budget; 
provides very low value for 
money

� Very challenging to build; 
considerable impact on road 
users during construction

� Considerable impact on local 
businesses and road network 
during construction (removal 
of National Motorcycle 
Museum)

� Interchange would require 
widening of M42 to 5 lanes
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Next Steps
This consultation is your opportunity to express your views on the route 
options we are proposing ahead of the project team developing the 
scheme further and choosing a preferred route.

To help us with this, please complete the questionnaire which you can 
access online through our website. Paper copies will be available at our 
public consultation events or can be requested from the project team.

This consultation will run for seven 
weeks, from 9 December 2016 until  
27 January 2017. 

After the consultation ends, we will 
publish a report summarising the 
responses. From this, the project team 
will make recommendations for further 
development of the scheme.

Subject to the findings of the consultation, 
a preferred route announcement  
will be made in early 2017 and the  
pre-application stage of the development 
consent process will begin. 

contact us 
Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street , Birmingham 
B1 1RN 
email us 
m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

go online 
www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

call us 
0300 123 5000

M42 junction 6 
Improvement scheme

Submit DCO application 

Individuals and organisations
register as interested parties 
and submit representations  

Start of DCO hearing
(examination) 

Secretary of State Decision 
on DCO application 

Start of Construction

End of Construction

Consultation on proposed
Development Consent 
Order (DCO)

Announce preferred route

Autumn Autumn 
20192019

SummerSummer

20182018

SpringSpring
20182018

SpringSpring

20182018

AutumnAutumn
20172017

SpringSpring

20172017

SpringSpring

20202020

20232023
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Comments for this thread are now closed.

6 Comments Highways England Login1

 Share Sort by Newest

 •

GLHighways_England  • 2 months agoMod

The webchat is now closed. If you have any further questions please get in touch by email

m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk or by telephone 0300 123 5000.

Graham

 •

Caroline Jevons • 2 months ago

We have only recently been made aware of this scheme. What will be the process for informing

landowners of proposals that may affect them?

 •

GLHighways_England   • 2 months agoMod  Caroline Jevons

Hi Caroline,

Identified landowners were invited to the consultation events. As the preliminary design

develops, we will have a better understanding of the land-take requirements. We will

work closely with affected landowners in order to agree what accommodation works and

compensation will be payable so as to minimise disruption from the scheme. We expect

this engagement will commence in the coming months.

If you are a landowner and are concerned that you may be affected, please get in touch

via m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk or call 0300 123 5000.

Graham

 •

Caroline Jevons  • 2 months ago GLHighways_England

Graham

Thank you for the information.

 •

GLHighways_England  • 2 months agoMod

Hi everyone,

Apologies for the delay due to a slight technical glitch, the webchat is now live.

Highways England  • 2 months agoMod

We will be hosting a live webchat on Wednesday 18 January between 11am and 2pm. This is

an opportunity for you to discuss the project live with the project team and ask any questions

you may have.

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

 Recommend 1

Share ›

Share ›

Disqus Comments https://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=07ee6e9...

1 of 2 22/03/2017 10:10
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Consultation begins on M42 Junction 6 

upgrade 

 

5 December 2016 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-begins-on-m42-junction-6-
upgrade  

Options to upgrade junction 6 of the M42 in the West Midlands are being put 
to the public. 

 

Three options to upgrade junction 6 of the M42 in the West Midlands are 
being put to drivers, business owners and residents as consultation gets 
under way this week. 

Highways England is proposing changes to improve the capacity of the 
junction to accommodate increasing traffic demand and to support access to 
Birmingham Airport and the NEC, as well as prepare for the new HS2 station. 

The seven-week consultation runs from Friday (9 December) until 27 January, 
with three options proposed as the best way forward. They are: 

Option 1 – Link to the west of Bickenhill 

This would provide a new 2.4km dual carriageway link between the Clock 
Interchange and a junction allowing north and south access to the M42 north 
of Solihull Road. 

Option 2 – Link to the east of Bickenhill 

This would provide a new 2.3km dual carriageway link between the Clock 
Interchange and a junction allowing north and south access to the M42 north 
of Solihull Road. 
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Option 3 – Link to the east of Bickenhill 

This would provide a new 1.6km dual carriageway link between the Clock 
Interchange and a south facing junction on the M42 north of Shadowbrook 
Lane. 

There are also plans to improve traffic flow at the roundabout by providing 
dedicated left turn links at the NEC, National Motorcycle Museum and north 
east area of the roundabout. 

Highways England Senior Project Manager Jonathan Pizzey said: 

We’re delivering major investment in the West Midlands as part of a 
nationwide commitment to improving our roads. 

We want people to have their say on the options we are proposing ahead of 
developing the scheme further to a preferred route. 

People attending the consultation events will be able to see detailed plans of 
the proposals, find out more about the scheme and ask questions of the 
project team. 

The events take place as follows: 

• Friday 9 December: 2 to 8pm. The Arden Hotel, Coventry Road, Solihull, 
B92 OEH 

• Saturday 10 December: 10am to 4pm. Catherine-de-Barnes Village Hall, 
Hampton Lane, B91 2TJ 

• Monday 12 December: 10am to 6pm. Fentham Hall, Marsh Lane, 
Hampton-in- Arden, B92 0AH 

• Wednesday 4 January: 10am to 5pm. The Core, Touchwood, Solihull, B91 
3RG 

• Saturday 14 January: 9am to 6pm. The NEC, North Avenue, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT – (between atrium entrances 2 and 3) 

There will also be a web chat on Wednesday 18 January from 11am-2pm via 
the scheme website. A further exhibition stand will be available for viewing 
within the Ladies Kennel Association Show at the NEC on Saturday 10 and 
Sunday 11 December. 

Details of the proposed options and a questionnaire to obtain people’s views 
will be available on the Highways England website from 9 December. 
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Appendix I 
 
 

Example of media coverage 
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Appendix J 
 
 

Example of social media coverage 
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Appendix K 
 
 

Example of communications through third party channels 
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Solihull Library Map 
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Hampton in Arden Post 
Office 

Diamond House, Birmingham Airport. 
Staff noticeboard and lifts 

Jaguar Land Rover 
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Websites 
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Local staff intranet sites  

Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 

Jaguar Land Rover 
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Highways England webpage 
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Summary of website visits to project and online consultation pages 
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1 Dec 2016 - 30 Jan 2017Pages

Page

Rows 1 - 3 of 3

Explorer

This data was filtered with the following filter expression: m42-junction

Page
Views

Unique Page
Views

Avg. Time on
Page Entrances Bounce

Rate % Exit Page
Value

5,458
% of Total:

1.41%
(387,162)

4,716
% of Total:

1.45%
(324,942)

00:03:25
Avg for View:

00:01:58
(72.71%)

4,284
% of Total:

1.88%
(227,523)

85.20%
Avg for

View:
69.65%

(22.33%)

79.92%
Avg for

View:
58.77%

(35.99%)

US$0.00
% of Total:

0.00%
(US$0.00)

1. 5,455
(99.95%)

4,714
(99.96%)

00:03:24 4,283
(99.98%)

85.22% 79.95% US$0.00
(0.00%)

2. 2
(0.04%)

1
(0.02%)

00:18:12 1
(0.02%)

0.00% 50.00% US$0.00
(0.00%)

3. 1
(0.02%)

1
(0.02%)

00:00:31 0
(0.00%)

0.00% 0.00% US$0.00
(0.00%)

 Page Views

8 Dec 15 Dec 22 Dec 29 Dec 5 Jan 12 Jan 19 Jan 26 Jan

250250

500500

/projects/m42-junction-6-improvement/

/projects/m42-junction-6-improvement/?_sm_au_=iJV774WPnn7
5SD27

/projects/m42-junction-6-improvement/?cornerstone_preview=1

© 2017 Google

All Users
100.00% Page Views

New Road Projects

All Web Site Data � GO TO REPORT
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1 Dec 2016 - 30 Jan 2017Pages

Page

Rows 1 - 10 of 117

Explorer

This data was filtered with the following filter expression: m42-junction

Page
Views

Unique Page
Views

Avg. Time
on Page Entrances Bounce

Rate % Exit Page
Value

2,852
% of

Total:
3.15%

(90,639)

2,100
% of Total:

3.38%
(62,068)

00:02:10
Avg for View:

00:02:04
(4.72%)

1,071
% of Total:

3.39%
(31,597)

68.63%
Avg for

View:
61.50%

(11.58%)

42.78%
Avg for

View:
34.86%

(22.71%)

US$0.00
% of

Total:
0.00%

(US$0.00)

1. 1,454
(50.98%)

1,117
(53.19%)

00:03:39 874
(81.61%)

71.51% 63.62% US$0.00
(0.00%)

2. 391
(13.71%)
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(14.00%)

00:01:26 157
(14.66%)

60.51% 33.50% US$0.00
(0.00%)

3. 247
(8.66%)
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(5.57%)
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(6.80%)
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00:02:42 1
(0.09%)
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5. 144
(5.05%)
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(5.71%)

00:02:24 2
(0.19%)

0.00% 2.08% US$0.00
(0.00%)

6. 134
(4.70%)
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(5.67%)

00:00:44 3
(0.28%)

66.67% 2.99% US$0.00
(0.00%)

7. 26
(0.91%)

3
(0.14%)

00:00:22 0
(0.00%)

0.00% 3.85% US$0.00
(0.00%)

8. 22
(0.77%)

12
(0.57%)

00:03:01 8
(0.75%)

25.00% 31.82% US$0.00
(0.00%)

9. 14
(0.49%)

5
(0.24%)

00:01:11 2
(0.19%)

0.00% 14.29% US$0.00
(0.00%)

10. 12
(0.42%)

6
(0.29%)

00:01:39 2
(0.19%)

0.00% 8.33% US$0.00
(0.00%)

 Page Views

8 Dec 15 Dec 22 Dec 29 Dec 5 Jan 12 Jan 19 Jan 26 Jan

250250

500500

/he/m42-junction-6-improvement/
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Photographs of public consultation events 
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Arden Hotel – 9 December 2016 

Catherine de Barnes Village Hall – 10 December 2016 
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Fentham Hall, Hampton in Arden – 12 December 2016 

The Core, Solihull – 4 January 2017 

St Peters Church Hall, Bickenhill – 11 
January 2017 
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Consultation responses received 
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Contact information 

The report on Public Consultation, Scheme Assessment Report and business case are available to 
view from the project website (www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6). In addition copies of the report on Public 
Consultation will be available for view at Solihull libraries.

�	 If you have any further enquiries, please write to us: 

Highways England, M42 J6 Project Team  
The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
B1 1RN

You can also:

�	 go online www.highways.gov.uk/m42-j6

�	 email m42junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk

�	 call us on 0300 123 5000
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,

please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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