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STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND 

This Statement of Common Ground has been prepared and agreed by (1) Highways 

England Company Limited and (2) the Environment Agency.  

 

 

 

Signed  

 

Project Manager 

on behalf of Highways England 

 

Date: 21/05/2020 

 

 

 

Signed  

 

Planning Specialist, Hertfordshire and North London Sustainable Places  

on behalf of Environment Agency  

 

Date: 21/05/2020  
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (“SoCG”) has been prepared in respect of the 
application made by Highways England Company Limited (“Highways England”) 
to the Secretary of State for Transport (“Secretary of State”) for a Development 
Consent Order (“the Order”) to authorise the proposed M25 junction 28 
improvement scheme (“the Application”’) under section 37 of the Planning Act 
2008 (“PA 2008”).  

1.1.2 This SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the guidance published by the 
Department for Communities and Local Government. 

1.1.3 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the Application documents. All documents are available in the deposit 
locations and/or Planning Inspectorate website. 

1.1.4 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has 
not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning process 
of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that may need to 
be addressed during the examination of the Application. 

1.1.5 It may be subject to further updates and revisions during the examination process. 

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the Applicant and (2) 
the Environment Agency. 

1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company 
on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road network 
and has the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and 
enhance the network. Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The 
legislation establishing Highways England made provision for all legal rights and 
obligations of the Highways Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be 
conferred upon or assumed by Highways England. 

1.2.3 The Environment Agency is an executive non-departmental public body, 
sponsored by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) with 
the stated purpose ‘to protect or enhance the environment, taken as a whole.’ 
Within England, it is responsible for: 

• regulating major industry and waste; 

• treatment of contaminated land; 

• water quality and resources; 

• fisheries; 

• some inland river, estuary and harbour navigations; 

• conservation and ecology; and 
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• managing the risk of flooding from main rivers, reservoirs, estuaries and the 
sea. 

1.3 Terminology 

1.3.1 In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG “Under discussion” indicates where 
points remain the subject of on-going discussion wherever possible to resolve, or 
refine, the extent of disagreement between the parties. “Agreed” indicates where 
the issue has been resolved. 

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter 
of this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Environment Agency and 
therefore have not been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As 
such, those matters can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either 
not of material interest or relevance to Environment Agency. 

  





































 

 
    

 

 

 

Appendices 
 



M25 junction 28 improvement scheme 
TR010029 8.10 Statement of Common Ground with Environment Agency 

 

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010029 
Application document reference: TR010029/APP/8.1 Page 25 of 108 

 

Appendix A. Correspondence 

A.1 Meeting 1 – 20 October 2017 
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A.2 Meeting 1a – 20 November 2017  
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