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STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND
This statement of Common Ground has been prepared and agreed by (1) Highways

England Company Limited and (2) Norfolk County Council

Signed ……………………………
Nikki Rowley-Todd
Project Manager
On behalf of Highways England
Date: INSET DATE

Signed ……………………………
NAME
POSITION
On behalf of Norfolk County Council
Date: INSERT DATE
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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Purpose of this Document
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) relates to an application made by

Highways England (“the Applicant”) to the Planning Inspectorate (“PINS”) under
Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“PA 2008”) for a Development Consent Order
(a “DCO”). If made the DCO would grant consent for the Applicant to undertake the
A47 Blofield to North Burlingham Scheme (“the Scheme”). A detailed description of
the Scheme can be found in the ES Chapter 2 The Proposed Scheme (APP-40).

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere
within the Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning
Inspectorate website.
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/a47-blofield-to-
north-burlingham/

1.1.3 The SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has
not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning process
of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that may need to be
addressed during the examination.

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground
1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the Applicant and (2)

Norfolk County Council (NCC).
1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company

on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road network
and has the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and
enhance the network. Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The
legislation establishing Highways England made provision for all legal rights and
obligations of the Highways Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be
conferred upon or assumed by Highways England.

1.2.3 NCC is the Local Authority for the Scheme falling within Category A of section 43(1)
of PA 2008 and are the highways authority for the Scheme, which falls entirely within
the Council’s administrative area.
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1.3 Terminology
1.3.1 In the tables in Section 3 ‘Issues’ of this SoCG the following terminology is used:

· “Agreed” indicates where the issue has been resolved

· “Not Agreed” indicates a final position

· “Under discussion” where these points will be the subject of on-going
discussion wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of
disagreement between the parties.

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter of
this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to NCC, and therefore have not
been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As such, those matters
can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either not of material interest
or relevance to NCC.
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