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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect of an 
application for a Development Consent Order (‘the Application’) under section 37 
of the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA 2008’) for the proposed M54 to M6 Link Road (‘the 
Scheme’) made by Highways England Company Limited (‘Highways England’ or 
‘HE’) to the Secretary of State for Transport (‘Secretary of State’). 

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the Application documents. All Application documents are available on the 
Planning Inspectorate website.   

1.1.3 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has 
not been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning process of 
allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that may need to be 
addressed during the examination.   

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the Applicant and (2) 
Allow Limited. 

1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company 
on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road 
network and has the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain 
and enhance the network. Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. 
The legislation establishing Highways England made provision for all legal rights 
and obligations of the Highways Agency, including in respect of the Application, to 
be conferred upon or assumed by Highways England. 

1.2.3 Allow is the freehold owner of land parcels 4/20a, 4/20b, 4/20c, 4/20d, 4/20f, 
4/20g, 5/2, 5/4, 5/25, 6/13, 6/16, 6/20 and 6/21 as presented in the Land Plans 
[REP6-004/2.2]. 

1.3 Terminology 

1.3.1 In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG, ‘Not Agreed’ indicates a final 
position.  ‘Under discussion’ indicates where points will be the subject of ongoing 
discussion wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of disagreement 
between the parties.. ‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue has been resolved. 

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter of 
this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Allow, and therefore have not 
been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As such, those matters 
can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either not of material 
interest or relevance to Allow. 
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object to planting in this area due to the impact on 
the character of the Historic Landscape.  

 

DP raised the issue of not receiving survey results 
since last meeting. TP confirmed that surveys for the 
Scheme were ongoing and that data would need 
collating and re-working to separate data for 
individual landowners. TP confirmed that the data 
would be circulated when possible.   

 

DP requested that land outside the Shrubbery, 
(which formed part of 5/4a at the time of 
supplementary consultation but is now part of 5/4) be 
split into further plots because there remained no 
explanation as to why the land to the frontage of the 
Shrubbery was required as part of the Scheme 
which seemed to suggest it taken out of the Scheme.  

 

DP requested update on offer made to project team 
regarding alternative land put forward for 
environmental mitigation. The proposed alternative 
land is located on the east of Lower Pool in the open 
area of Hilton Park and in the Historic Landscape 
Area.  TP referred back to previous comments 
regarding alternative sites, stating that this land had 
been considered and was not viable as planting 
would not be acceptable in this area.  

 

DP requested extracted version of the Environmental 
Statement when this is ready. TP advised that the 
ES would be available online following the Order 
submission in January 2020.  TP offered to produce 
a separate advice note setting out the justification for 
the proposed mitigation areas to aid Allow Limited’s 
understanding of the proposals. TP advised that the 
extent of the land required by environmental 
mitigation was all necessary and not excessive. HE 
did not mention that additional GCN surveys that 
would be carried out in 2020 that could potentially 
reduce the extend of the land HE required 
permanently by way of compulsory purchase or that 
their ES had overestimated the impact on GCNs. 

 

DS raised the current antisocial behaviour issues on 
the car boot site, which they feel will be worse if 
used for environmental mitigation in particular the 
proposed woodland planting and no maintenance by 
Allow which has been the case historically 
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3 Issues 

3.1 Introduction and General Matters 

3.1.1 This chapter sets out the ‘issues’ which are agreed, not agreed, or are under 
discussion between Allow and Highways England.  One item is still under 
discussion and Highways England will continue to actively engage with the 
landowner with a view to concluding terms for an agreement. 

3.2 Issues  

3.2.1 The table below shows those matters which have been agreed or yet to be agreed 
by the parties, including the date and method by which it was agreed (if relevant).  
The points made by Allow in different representations have been given ‘codes’ to 
enable cross referencing, for example, where the document column says ‘RR-
031b’, this is a response from Relevant Representation RR-031, with ‘b’ being the 
value given to the point by Highways England. 

3.2.2 The table below has been organised using a series of overarching themes to 
identify matters with the following headings being applied: 

• Compulsory Acquisition; 

• The effect on biodiversity; 

• Proposed Scheme Changes; 

• The effect on cultural heritage; and 

• Other Scheme impacts. 

 

  

 


























